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IWEA CONFERENCE!
Are you registered yet? The iHotel and Conference Center in Champaign, IL will host
the 36th Annual IWEA Annual Conference and Exposition on Feb. 23-25.

Last year, Jim Winslade was the big winner
in the Operation Challenge. Who will it be
this year? Read all about the plans for the
2015 event on page 11.
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This year’s workshop focused on energy and
how it can be conserved, reduced or reused
at wastewater treatment plants. Wastewater
treatment requires energy to perform many
of its major functions and much of the cost
of water treatment is attributed to energy
use. These costs are ultimately born by users.
Reducing energy costs is an excellent way to
not only reduce energy consumption, but
also pass on the savings to users.

Saving energy is also good for the
environment. Reducing our expenditure of
coal, oil or nuclear fuel reduces waste and
pollutants generated by these sources. This is
becoming more and more critical as human
population continues to increase and our
demand for energy grows.
Since conventional energy sources are finite
and our supply will eventually run out, we
have already started to turn to other sources
of power such as wind, hydroelectric, and
solar energy. Although these renewable
energy sources are available, they still only
contribute about one-fifth of total energy
See more on page 7
production.
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President’s Corner
By Kendra Sveum, President, IWEA

Happy New Year! It is 2015 and we
have officially reached the future –
according to “Back to the Future II”.
This is always a great time of year to
reflect and plan both personally and
professionally. As I write to you for
the last time as President of IWEA,
I want to share with you the happiness that I have
found. I am truly in love with the slogan for our annual
conference - LIFE IS GOOD WATER. It has become a
daily mantra that makes me happy. Everything that you
and I do in our professional lives makes water better.
A better life leads to more happiness, so I conclude
that clean water is the wellspring of happiness. I
want to personally thank you for what you do for the
environment. It benefits me, my children, and millions
of people who will never thank you. I hope that this
is a detail from my presidency that I will hold with

me for years to come. I am proud beyond all belief to
be a part of this organization. All members of IWEA
contribute a large portion of their lives to helping
society, the environment and each other.
As I reflect on this last year, IWEA was very successful
in 2014 and we naturally have big plans for 2015. This
is also the perfect opportunity to thank the executive
board, committee chairs, and members of IWEA
for all the work I know you put in last year. Due to
your efforts, 2015 will be another great year for the
organization.
I encourage you to check out our upcoming events
in the calendar section at the end of the newsletter
and I hope to see you at the annual conference in
Champaign.
Every member counts!

Calling All Science Geeks!
By Laurie Frieders, Executive Manager

Since 1986, IWEA has supported the Illinois Junior
Academy of Science (IJAS) by presenting Clean Water
Awards at the State Science Exposition. These awards
are presented to students whose science projects best
demonstrate the application of scientific methods in their
research in an area relating to our surface, underground
or atmospheric water environment. By acknowledging
the efforts of students conducting investigations on
projects relating to our water environment, the IWEA
hopes to encourage Illinois youth to become interested
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in improving the quality of our water resources and
protecting all aspects of our environment.
This year’s State Science Exposition is being held in
Carbondale on May 8-9, 2015. If you are interested in
being a judge and supporting this great event, please
contact Norm Rose at nrose835@sbcglobal.net or the
Executive Manager at ExecMgr@iweasite.org.

Join Us For IWEA's 36th Annual Conference
Feb. 23-25, 2015
By Mark Termini, Conference Committee Chair

I hope everyone had healthy and happy holidays. The
new year gives us an opportunity to take a fresh look
ahead and recommit on a personal or professional
level.
The IWEA 36th Annual Conference provides an
excellent opportunity to recommit professionally.
There are three days of events and over 64 technical
sessions designed to build skills and operational
strategies. Additional exhibitor space has been added
to accommodate our growing number of exhibitors
who are all set to showcase the latest in technology
and equipment design. A tour of the University of
Illinois Ven Te Chow Hydrosystems Laboratory
will be on the agenda, along with The Operators
Challenge.
There are numerous opportunities for networking,
such as the Exhibitor’s Reception, the Exhibitor’s

Breakfast, the Young Professional’s Reception and the
Student Poster and Design Competition. The Annual
Awards banquet will be held on Monday evening to
honor the professionals who have contributed beyond
the day-to-day.
On Monday, from 11:30-1:30, the IWEA Business
Luncheon will be held. If you are a member of IWEA,
see all that your organization has accomplished for
its membership this past year. If you haven’t become
a member yet, come and see the value of an IWEA
membership.
We are excited to provide this opportunity for
professional growth and look forward to an
outstanding conference. If you have not yet registered,
you can do so by visiting the conference page at http://
iweasite.org/Conferences/AnnualConf2015.html.

REGISTER EARLY!

Our Annual Conference includes outstanding technical sessions, an operators challenge, student poster
and design contests, ample time to visit exhibitors, and lots of networking opportunities.

Early registration prices are in effect through January 31, 2015.
Conference Hotel: iHotel & Conference Center - $129.00/night room rate. 217-819-5000. Mention IWEA 15.
Other Accommodations: Comfort Suites - $99.00/night room rate. 217-328-3500. Mention IWEA 15.
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Delegates’ Corner
By Mary Johnson, Delegate 2016 and Mark Halm, Delegate 2017

WEF’s 2015 delegate workgroups include Member
Association Leadership Development, Member Association
Sustainability, Operators of the Future, and Water
Advocacy/Value of Water. Mary Johnson is serving on the
MA Leadership Development workgroup. Mark Halm is
serving on the Operators of the Future workgroup.
MA Leadership Development
This MA Leadership Development workgroup addresses
leadership training issues. They are hosting a series of
PowerPoint presentations that may be used in peer-topeer training sessions at future WEFTEC Leadership
Days, WEFMAX meetings, MA Leadership Retreats and
MA Planning Sessions. The relevance will not be limited
to individual leadership development and will include
member association sustainability and the training needs
of MA board and executive committees.
The presentations are being offered as webinars. Following
each webinar, the presentation will continue to be available
on the WEF website member’s page: http://wef.org/
Members/page_ma_detail.aspx?id=6442451557
Webinar Topics and Dates
11/06/14
Volunteer Engagement
12/04/14
Operator Engagement
01/08/15
Membership Recruitment and Retention
01/22/15
Young Professionals
03/05/15
Community Outreach

Member Association Sustainability
The Member Association Sustainability workgroup is
developing example financial policies that MAs may use
as templates when developing their own documents. These
policies address conflicts of interest for both paid staff and
volunteers, petty cash funds, record retention, budgeting
and audits, attorney fees, and non-profit/tax exempt status.
The example policies will be posted on the WEF website
MA resource center page.

Operators of the Future
The Operators of the Future workgroup’s goal is to
motivate and enable professionals with status, respect,
and qualifications (knowledge, skills, and abilities)
commensurate with the critical role played in our
communities. They are working to establish the profession
of operator as recognized, admired and respected, and to
ensure sustainable operator certification programs that
lead to the desired level of professional advancement.
Water Advocacy/Value of Water
The Water Advocacy/Value of Water workgroup works with
WEF staff and the Board of Trustees on the strategic plan
critical objective to “Increase the Awareness of the Value
of Water”. Their activities surround two related projects.
The Water Advocates program is creating a network
of water professionals to champion the value of water
and identify the steps needed to protect it – including
how to communicate the need for investment in
water infrastructure. The program includes training
opportunities for those interested in becoming an effective
water advocate for clean and safe water. During the 201415 year, the workgroup hopes to identify additional tools
and methods to engage more MAs in the Water Advocates’
cause and offer more regional training opportunities.
The Value of Water (VOW) Coalition addresses the common
challenge we all share: the lack of public understanding
and support for the much-needed investment into water
and water infrastructure. The Coalition includes 12
water organizations, made up of non-profit and private
companies that have pooled their dollars and efforts to
develop a public awareness campaign that all can use
to have one voice for the value of water – specifically
as it relates to the nation’s failing infrastructure. The
awareness campaign has been named “Water Works!”
in order to capitalize on the current connection between
the nation’s need for water infrastructure investments
See more on page 5
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Continued from page 4

and how those investments create jobs and a sound local
economy. The first components of the toolkit have been
developed (ads for magazines and placards/billboards, a
PowerPoint presentation, etc.) You can see them at http://
waterworkscampaign.org.

what is new from WEF and sessions for ongoing exchange
of MA information. This year’s meeting schedule is below.

WEFMAX Meetings
WEFMAX is a WEF budgeted annual program offering
member association leaders an opportunity to attend one
of four meetings each year that provides a forum to learn

LOCATION
Virginia Beach, VA
Kansas City, MO
Coeur d'Alene, ID
Quebec City, QC

WEFMAX Meetings
2015 DATES MA HOST
04/15 - 17
Virginia WEA
04/29 - 05/01 Missouri WEA
05/13 - 15
Pacific Northwest CWA
05/27 - 29
Reseau Environnement

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
By Frederick Wu, Membership Chair

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

Hollace Casillas

Eric Berger
Northbrook Public Works

Brooke Henry
Greeley & Hansen
Anthony Jarvis
Grundfos
Lynn Kohlhaas, P.E.
MWRDGC
Kelly Rae Lockerbie
Greeley and Hansen
Justin Mamula
Hach Company
Brandon Seveska
Northbrook Public Works

Bill Brey
Northbrook Public Works
Daniel A. Dummett
Allied-Locke Industries
Josh Ellis
Metropolitan Planning Council
Bill Farrell
Northbrook Public Works

Marie Claude Marcenac
Carus Corporation
Michelle Frances Gillette-Murphy
MWRD of Greater Chicago

DECEMBER
Lance Dennis
Tony Smurlo
Seth Snyder

Dana Hicks
ENZ USA Inc
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Nutrient Updates
By Kam Law, Nutrient Removal and Recovery Committee Chair

A long anticipated draft Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction
Strategy (NLRS) was released on Nov. 25, 2014 for public
comments. The draft NLRS is a product of collaboration
between the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
(IEPA), the Illinois Department of Agriculture (IDOA),
industry, agriculture, wastewater treatment agencies, and
governmental and non-governmental organizations. In
response to the Gulf Hypoxia Action Plan 2008 by the
Mississippi River/Gulf of Mexico Watershed Nutrient Task
Force, and the Recommended Elements of a State Nutrient
Framework memorandum by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (USEPA) in 2011, the draft NLRS was
established with two goals: 1) reduce the nutrient load
in the Gulf of Mexico contributed by Illinois waterways
through the Mississippi River; and 2) improve the water
quality for the benefit of Illinois residents.
The draft NLRS builds upon existing programs to
optimize nutrient loss reduction while promoting
increased collaboration, research, and innovation among
stakeholders from private sectors to government agencies
to academia, as well as non-profit organizations. The
strategy does not call for new regulations for either point
or non-point source discharge.
In summary, the draft NLRS includes strategies for
nitrate-nitrogen and total phosphorus load reduction for
point source discharge and non-point source discharge,
including agricultural and urban runoff. The strategies are
based on a science assessment that identifies the volume
of nutrients by source and predicts the corresponding
source reduction requirements. According to the science
assessment, nitrate-nitrogen and total phosphorus from
point sources contribute 18 percent and 48 percent of
statewide total nitrate-nitrogen and total phosphorus
loading to the Mississippi River respectively. As for
nitrate-nitrogen and total phosphorus loads from
agricultural runoff, the numbers are 80 percent and 48
percent respectively. The remaining contributions come
from urban runoff.
In 2008, the Gulf Hypoxia Action Plan called for a reduction
of the hypoxic zone in the northern Gulf of Mexico to a

five-year running average of approximately 1,900 square
miles by 2015. In order to meet these goals, the U.S. EPA
Science Advisory Board recommended a goal of 45 percent
reduction of total nitrogen and phosphorus stream loads
in the Mississippi River Basin. This sets the basis of the
nutrient load reduction for the strategy.
While additional discussions on specific strategies for
point source, non-point source agricultural runoff, and
non-point source urban runoff can be found in the draft
NLRS, some of the key components of the draft strategy
are summarized below:
• Extends ongoing regulatory and voluntary efforts.
This includes comprehensive best management
practices for reducing loads from point sources
(mainly wastewater treatment plants), urban and
agricultural runoff.
• Identifies priority watersheds for nutrient reduction
efforts. The most critical watersheds in the state will
be targeted.
• Establishes a Nutrient Monitoring Council to
coordinate water quality monitoring efforts by
government agencies, universities, non-profit
organizations, and industry
• Creates a Nutrient Science Advisory Committee to
develop numeric nutrient criteria for Illinois waters
• Identifies strategies for improving collaboration
among government, non-profit organizations,
and industry. Forms Agricultural Water Quality
Partnership Forum to promote outreach and
education efforts.
• Defines a process for regular review and revision by
the Policy Working Group, to measure progress and
report to the public
• Convenes an Urban Stormwater Working Group
to explore funding, identify legislative initiatives,
develop plans, and to coordinate outreach
The draft NLRS also discussed the next step in developing
numeric nutrient criteria in Illinois. Despite years of
research projects designed to understand the relationships
between nutrients and Illinois stream quality, the results
suggest that “attempts to set overarching numeric criteria
See more on page 7
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for streams, rivers, and lakes would result in statistically
non-significant numbers for any specific waterbody”.
Therefore, as a part of the strategy, a Nutrient Science
Advisory Committee will be convened by the IEPA in order
to guide the development of numeric nutrient criteria. The
Committee will review available data, science and research
results, technical basis for numeric criteria established in
other states, the basis for nutrient-related water quality
goals developed by watershed groups, U.S. EPA guidance,
and any other relevant information. The Committee will
compare the value of establishing scientifically-defensible
nutrient numeric criteria on a watershed basis versus
standards with statewide applicability. Once the review is
completed, the Committee will determine the appropriate

numeric nutrient criteria for Illinois. IEPA will then
propose these numeric criteria to the Illinois Pollution
Control Board in a rule-making process based on findings
of the committee. A timeline for the Committee is
presented in the draft NLRS, with a tentative deadline of
October 2016 when the Committee will present the final
recommendations for nutrient criteria in Illinois.
This has been a broad overview of the draft NLRS. For
a complete strategy and more detailed discussions,
visit
http://www.epa.illinois.gov/topics/water-quality/
watershed-management/excess-nutrients/nutrient-lossreduction-strategy/index. The public comment period
ended Jan. 23, 2015.

Continued from page 1

There is still a lot of work to be done and everyone can make
an impact. Using energy efficient lighting, appliances,
electric vehicles and public transportation (just to name a
few) are all ways we can contribute from home.
We as professionals in the wastewater treatment industry
pride ourselves on being stewards of the environment.
Although we focus on protecting the world’s water, we can
contribute to other global issues by curbing our demand
on energy at our facilities. How? Each facility is unique;
therefore, selecting the proper area to focus energy savings
is also unique. Some projects that a facility may investigate
are:
• Changing out lighting in a facility
• Looking at using digester gas
• Selecting energy efficient transformers
• Using variable frequency drives
• Improving oxygen transfer efficiency
• Replacing old blowers with high efficiency models
I would like to thank Aqua-Aerobics for hosting and
sponsoring the continental breakfast and the Electrical
Power, Energy and Controls Committee for their aid in
preparing this seminar. I would like to also thank our
speakers who dedicated their time.

• Larry McFall (Keynote Speaker) from Rock River
Water Reclamation District, on “Sustainable Energy
Use in Wastewater Treatment”
• Chuck Gille and Kyle Johnson from Weldy Lamont,
on “Energy Savings Using Liquid Filled Transformers
for Outdoor and Indoor Applications”
• David Waite and William Bauer from Square D, on
“Identify Energy Savings with AC Drives”
• Ian Wallace from TCI, LLC on “Harmonic Issue and
Solutions for Modern Power Systems”
• Dr. Leon Downing, Ph.D., PE from Donohue &
Associates, on “Low Level DO Operation: Impacts on
Energy, Ecology and Nutrients”
• Dave Parsons from ABS on “High Speed
Turbocompressors”
• Dr. Jia Ma, PhD., PE, D.WRE from Aqua-Aerobic
Systems, Inc., on “Energy Saving Pilot Testing of
Primary Treatment Using Cloth Media Filtration
Technology”
Please visit our website to view any of the above
presentations.
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Executive Board Nominees
By Laurie Frieders, IWEA Executive Director

The Nominating Committee, headed by Past President Dan Bounds, considered candidates for the Executive Board
for the year 2015-16. Here is the slate of officers for the upcoming year to be approved by the membership at the next
IWEA general meeting to be held Feb. 23 at the annual conference. New to our board is Eric Berggren as our Second
Vice President.

PRESIDENT

PRESIDENT ELECT

Lou Storino

Mark Termini

Lou Storino is a Principal Civil
Engineer in the Collection Facilities/
TARP section of the Metropolitan
Water Reclamation District of
Greater Chicago (MWRDGC). Lou
has a Bachelor of Science degree in
Chemical Engineering, a Bachelor of Science degree
in Environmental Engineering from the Illinois
Institute of Technology and a Master of Business
Administration degree from DePaul University. He is
a licensed professional engineer in the State of Illinois
and has worked at the MWRDGC for over 17 years. He
has held positions in the Maintenance and Operations
department and the Engineering department of the
MWRDGC. Lou has been a member of IWEA since
1998. He has served as the chair of the Student Chapters
Committee and participates in the WEF Students and
Young Professionals Committee. Lou also participates
in the IWEA Scholarship and Charitable Giving and
Awards Committees.
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Mark has been employed by the
Village of Addison for more
than 39 years, where he served as
Superintendent of Environmental
Services. He is an Illinois certified
class one operator. Mark received
the Kenneth C. Merideth Award in 2009, and the
William D. Hatfield Award in 2012. With IWEA, he
is a member of the Quarter Century Operators Club
and has served on many committees throughout the
years, including the IWEA Safety Committee and as
the IWEA representative of the IL-WARN committee.

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT

Daniel Collins

Eric Berggren

Dan Collins is a Managing Civil
Engineer at the Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District of Greater
Chicago (MWRDGC). Dan is in
charge of the Biosolids Management
division of the district. He has a
Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering
from Purdue University-Calumet. He is a registered
professional engineer in Illinois. Dan has over 27 years
of engineering experience at MWRDGC. He has served
on WEF’s Residual and Biosolids Committee,
Sustainability Sub-Committee, the National Biosolids
Partnership (NBP) Advisory Committee, and is
currently the chair of the IWEA Biosolids Committee
and Vice President. Dan also mentors new NBP
program agencies such as Houston, TX and Algonquin,
IL as they move toward NBP third party verification of
their respective biosolids programs.

Eric Berggren is the Illinois Water
Business Group Leader and Vice
President for HDR. Eric has been
actively involved in the environmental
engineering field for 18 years, mostly
in the wastewater and water area
as a project engineer, project manager, and program
leader. Eric has a Bachelor of Science degree from the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln in Biological Systems
Engineering and started his career working for Dale
Jacobson. He served as WEF President from 1997-1998.
Eric is a registered professional engineer in Illinois and
Nebraska. While in Nebraska, he was involved with
the Nebraska Water Environment Association and
served as the leader from 2005 to 2008 for the Great
Plains Waste Management Conference, an annual oneand-a-half day technical conference. Eric also served as
a Program Committee member, Top-Ops coordinator,
and has given numerous technical presentations. Since
arriving in Illinois in 2009, Eric has been active in IWEA
and has served as the Technical Program Committee
chair since 2012. Eric resides in Batavia with his wife,
Joann, and two sons, Ross and Carl. He enjoys fishing
and his children’s music and sports activities.
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Inaugural LabOratory Highlight:
Stickney Analytical Laboratory (SAL)
By Becky Rose, Laboratory Chair

It’s a new year and the perfect time to begin highlighting
the different member laboratories within IWEA. Here is
our first. I know that sometimes people don’t want to be
the first to brag, but I am rather proud of the lab where I
work.

waste samples. We can run up to 25 different metals. The
solids section runs suspended, total by weight/ volume
and dissolved solids.

By far the busiest lab in SAL
is our nutrients lab. All of
The Stickney Analytical Laboratory (SAL) is just one of the analyses are performed
the five laboratories of the Analytical Laboratory Division on flow injection analyzers.
(ALD) of the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of In 2014, our permit limit for
Greater Chicago (MWRDGC). All of the ALD laboratories phosphorus was lowered Tiffany Poole in the Nutrient lab
are NELAP accredited with the IEPA.
to 1mg/L. One of the biggest requests for analyses has
been for the Enhanced Biological Phosphorus Removal
SAL personnel include eight chemists, 15 technicians, two project. Last year, the nutrient section needed to reallocate
lab assistants and one office support person.
technicians and purchase new instrumentation just to
keep up with all the new demands for phosphorus results.
We run 21 analyses which include trace metals, solids,
nutrients, alkalinity, and chloride. We also provide plant This is a very condensed summary of SAL. If I were to
support for hypochlorite and oil analyses. In 2014, we describe all the work we do it would take up the entire
processed 40,654 samples.
Clarifier. Now that the first highlight is done, please take

the opportunity to submit your lab for the next quarter.
In our trace metal section, all the analyses are done on an
Contact me at rebecca.rose@mwrd.org.
ICP. The samples analyzed include biosolids and industrial

Young Professionals Rain
Garden Clean Up Workday
By Dan Small, Student and Young Professionals Committee Chair

The semi-annual IWEA A big thank you goes out to the YPs who participated:
Rain Garden Workday took
• Ryan Christopher
• Billy Nichols
place Oct. 25. Members of
• Brian Foss
• Katie Richardson
the Young Professionals met
• Mike Gryn
• Fred Wu
at Pulaski Park in Chicago
• Kelly Lockerbie
to pull weeds, pick up trash
and check in on the native
The hardworking crew from left to right
We look forward to seeing more of you join us for the
(Ryan Christopher, Billy Nichols, Katie
plants. After weeding, fresh,
Richardson, Brian Foss, Mike Gryn
spring workday!
MWRD composted biosolids were tilled with the soil to
prepare the garden for the spring planting. The group
headed to nearby Piece Pizza afterwards for pizza and beer.
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IWEA Operators Challenge
By Greg Garbs, Plant Operations Vice Chair

The Plant Operations Committee has been very busy
again this year planning the “Event of the Century”!
Well... it’s hard to beat last year! This year, the IWEA
will have its Second Ever Operators Challenge. Yep,
you heard right! This event is just downright fun and
not quite as extensive as WEFTEC! The event will be on
Tuesday, February 24 at 1 pm in the center aisle of the
Exhibit Hall at the upcoming IWEA Conference to be
held at the iHotel in Champaign.
The goal of the Operators Challenge is to provide a fun
but educational experience. There are four challenges
to participate in: Laboratory, Maintenance, Safety, and
Operations.
The Laboratory challenge will
consist of a low-level chlorine
(SM 4500-CL G) analysis. Each
participant will be required to
Laboratory
don the provided goggles, lab
coats, aprons, and gloves. Emphasis will be placed
on procedure, technique, set up and clean-up. The
challenge criteria for grading will be twenty different
aspects of the analysis. Judges will be knowledgeable
and stringent, just like the regulators!
The Maintenance challenge is still in the air. The
committee wants to have a familiar maintenance item
that will still be a challenge. Last
year, the challenge was to utilize
the provided equipment and tools
necessary to remove the lobes and
Maintenance
rebuild a pump.
Like last year, grading will be on 20 different aspects
of the job, including preparations, maintenance
techniques, clean up, and use of or lack of profanity.
Judges are industry professionals and equipment
representatives, so be on your toes!

The Safety challenge will be a chlorine gas connection to
either a ton or 150 lb. cylinder. This will be interesting as
Viking Chemical is busy working on the demonstration
cut-away ton container. Equipment
and safety gear will be provided.
The participant will be required to
use and don all necessary safety
Safety
equipment such as a tyvek suit,
gloves, helmet, mask, etc. and we’re working on a twist
to this event. Grading will be based on methods used to
safely connect the chlorine container to the feed yoke!
Sharpen up your wits! The Operations Challenge is a
quiz developed by the high
academics at the Environmental
Resources Training Center. These
guys say the quiz will challenge
Operations
even the most knowledgeable and
astute operator. It’s short, but the scenario will make
you think.
The grade sheets will be submitted to the Head Judge
table. There, in a top secret high security area, the
knowledgeable judges will tabulate the results. The
winners will be announced at the end of the event.
Each participant will be awarded a Certificate of
Achievement. The winners of each event will receive
a trophy and the undying respect and adulation of the
crowds.
This event is for individual participation, and you may
enter as many challenges as you wish. This makes it
easy and flexible for anyone to participate.
Watch for more information on the Operators Challenge
in future issues of the Clarifier.
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From the Shed
By Dan Bounds, Watershed Management Committee

New IEPA TMDL Watersheds

Illinois EPA has selected the next Illinois water bodies for
development of Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL).
A TMDL is an analysis of the amount of a pollutant that
a water body can receive without violating water quality
standards and designated uses. TMDLs set pollution
reduction goals that are necessary to improve the quality
of impaired waters. Each of the selected water bodies, or
segments of those water bodies, has been listed on the
303d list of impaired watersheds for various pollutants
and impairments. The new TMDL water bodies are
listed below:
• Upper LaMoine River
• LaMoine/Missouri Creek
• Upper Kaskaski River/Shelbyville Lake
• Lake Lou Yaeger
• Mississippi River Segment
• Upper Fox River/Chain O’Lakes
• Thorn Creek
• Chicago River/Upper Branch
• Upper Fox River/Flint Creek
• DuPage River/Salt Creek
Illinois EPA is currently evaluating proposals for
assistance with developing the TMDLs, beginning
sometime in 2015. More information on completed
TMDLs and TMDLs in progress in Illinois can be found
at IEPA’s TMDL webpage: http://www.epa.illinois.gov/
topics/water-quality/watershed-management/tmdls.
USEPA’s Watershed Academy Provides Online
Education and Training

Looking for watershed management-related educational
opportunities? The EPA Office of Water’s Watershed
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ILLINOIS WATERSHED

TRIVIA!
WHICH CAME FIRST, THE STATE OF
ILLINOIS OR THE ILLINOIS RIVER?
See answer on bottom of page 14

Academy provides training and information on
implementing watershed-based approaches. The
Academy’s self-paced training modules, webcast
seminars, and live training courses provide information
on a broad range of watershed topics. The Academy’s
website http://water.epa.gov/learn/training/wacademy
includes more than 50 self-paced training modules, a
watershed management training certificate for those
who complete 15 modules and pass the module self-tests
(over 2,500 trainees have received certificates to date)
and the “How’s My Waterway?” app as well as other
water quality apps. The Academy sponsors free monthly
webcast seminars conducted by expert instructors on a
range of watershed topics. Participants can register to
participate in a webcast or view the presentations and
listen to the streaming audio of archived webcasts. Live
specialty training courses are also offered periodically.

2014-2015 Executive Committee
Illinois Water Environment Association Executive Board
Member/Position

Kendra Sveum
President

Lou Storino
Vice President

Mark Termini
First Vice-President

Daniel Collins
Second Vice-President

Mary Johnson
Delegate 2016/		
Corporate Secretary

Mark Halm
Delegate 2017

Debra Ness
Treasurer

Dan Bounds
Past President

Laurie Frieders
Executive Manager

Affiliation

Telephone/Email

Donohue & Associates, Inc.

(312) 236-9147
ksveum@donohue-associates.com

MWRDGC Engineering Dept.

(312) 751-3167
louis.storino@mwrd.org

Village of Addison (retired)

(630) 373-8023
mark.termini@att.net

MWRDGC

(708) 588-4300
daniel.collins@mwrd.org

Rock River Water Reclamation

(815) 387-7523
mjohnson@rrwrd.dst.il.us

Walter E Deuchler Associates

(630) 897-4651
mhalm@deuchler.com

Trotter and Associate

(630) 553-8377
debraness1360@comcast.net

CDM Smith

(312) 346-5000
boundsdg@cdmsmith.com

Glenbard Wastewater Authority

(630) 391-2169
ExecMgr@iweasite.org

IWEA Scholarship Fundraiser
By Carlee Scharnhorst, Scholarship and Charitable Giving Chair

IWEA will once again be selling “Scholarship”
lapel pins at the Annual Conference and
Exposition, Feb. 23-25.

also used to encourage and support younger students
through our Clean Water Awards program at the Illinois
Junior Academy of Science, IJAS annual science fair.

The proceeds from this fundraiser go to support IWEA
scholarships. Each year IWEA awards up to $2,000 in
scholarships to Illinois college students preparing for
careers in the water environment industry. The fund is

The pins are $10 and will be available for purchase at the
Government Affairs Conference as well as the Annual
Conference registration desk and the IWEA exhibition
booth.
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Capitol Currents
By Nathan Davis, Collection Systems Committee

USEPA Memorandum
Financial Capability Assessment Framework for
Municipal Clean Water Act Requirements

On Nov. 24, 2014, USEPA released a new memorandum
to clarify the approach and flexibility available to
municipalities when assessing their capability to finance
Clean Water Act compliance projects.
This memo
is intended to supplement the 1997 CSO Guidance
for Financial Capability Assessment and Schedule
Development. The framework was prepared as part of
EPA’s efforts to promote integrated planning. Interested
parties can download the memorandum from the
USEPA website.
USEPA Green Infrastructure Guidance

EPA recently published a new report titled Enhancing
Sustainable Communities with Green Infrastructure.
The report provides strategies for organizing support
for green infrastructure and the development of green
infrastructure plans. The guidance is available for
download on the EPA’s Green Infrastructure website.

requirements on the discharge of mercury to publicly
owned treatment plants. Copies of the proposed rule,
supporting information, and details on submitting
public comments can be found on the EPA Industrial
Effluent Guidelines web page.
Draft Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy

A draft version of the Illinois Nutrient Reduction
Strategy was available for public comment through
Jan. 24. This document outlines a strategy to reduce
the phosphorus and nitrogen levels in the state’s
waterbodies. This strategy was a plan requirement from
the Gulf of Mexico Watershed Nutrient Task Force. A
complete copy of the report and the public notice can be
obtained at http://www.epa.illinois.gov/topics/waterquality/watershed-management/excess-nutrients/
nutrient-loss-reduction-strategy/index.
IL Public Act 098-1129 (House Bill 3796) FOIA Act
Amendment

The house and senate overruled the governor’s previous
veto on house Bill 3796 during the fall veto session. This
new act amends parts of the Freedom of Information
Act to define “voluminous requests”, and also outlines
USEPA Pretreatment Requirements for
how local governments can respond and charge for
Dental Offices
voluminous FOIA requests, and allows public bodies
The USEPA is currently taking public comments to notify requesters if requested records are already
through Feb. 20 on proposed pretreatment effluent available online instead of providing hard copies.
requirements for dental offices. The proposed regulation
would require dental facilities to comply with new

Trivia Answer:
The Illinois River. The river was named by French explorer Robert Cavelier Sieur de La Salle in 1679. The
State of Illinois was named after the Illinois River, becoming our 21st state on Dec. 3, 1818.
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I5S 2015 Election of
New Members

Second Quarter
Financial Report

By Greg Garbs, pH7, Inflow Regulator

By Debra Ness, Treasurer

Gentle Readers, be notified that the I5S is conducting
the top secret ballet voting for new inductees into
this hollowed and honored group. Inductees into
this aromatic conclave are selected by their esteemed
peers and exhibit the following characteristics:
selfless duty to the Illinois Water Environment
Association, no expectation of accolades for their
tireless work and sacrifices of time and effort for the
common good of their committees. The awarding
of the coveted Golden Shovels will be presented
at the annual banquet of the “Water is Good Life”
Conference on Mon., Feb. 23 at the iHotel in
Champaign, IL. Be sure to attend to honor those
raised to the highest pinnacle of Mount Biosolids.

Financial Statement
Account totals to date are as follows:

Bank Accounts
Community Bank
Science Fair Fund

$ 122,222.65
$ 5,052.12

Asset Accounts
12 Month Reserve CD
24 Month Reserve CD

$12,427.17
$12,956.03

12 Month Reserve CD
24 Month Reserve CD

$10,148.93
$10,263.15

Total

$173,070.05

IWEA completed IRS Form IL990EZ as well as the
IWEA annual report to the Illinois Attorney General
during the second quarter.

Keep your eyes open for these upcoming events!
IWEA Calendar of Events
Date

Meeting/Activity

Location

May 1-2, 2015

Illinois Junior Academy of Science/Clean Water Award Competition SIU, Carbondale

June 5, 2015

IWEA Annual Golf Outing

Carillon Golf Course, Plainfield, IL

June 19, 2015

Executive Board & Chair Meeting

Starved Rock Lodge, Utica, IL

September 3, 2015

Nutrient Removal & Reuse Seminar

Addison, IL

September 11, 2015

Executive Board & Chair Meeting

Starved Rock Lodge, Utica, IL

September 26-30, 2015

WEFTEC

Chicago

September 27, 2015

IWEA Laboratory Committee Workshop

WEFTEC Chicago

October 22, 2015

Plant Operations Seminar

TBD

November 12, 2015

Collections Seminar

Hyatt, Lisle, IL

January 22, 2016

Governmental Affairs Seminar

Burr Ridge, IL

January 31, 2016

IWEA Clean Water Scholarship Application Deadline

Please see iweasite.org to register for events.
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Become a “

” Sponsor

By Cheryl Kunz, Marketing Chair

Promote your company’s products or services
before, during and after the annual conference with
a sponsorship from $25 to $1,000. Visit the annual

conference page at www.iweasite.org or contact
Cheryl Kunz at (815) 639-4582. Our sponsors as of
press time are shown below:

AQUAMARINE SPONSORS ($500)

FOLLOW IWEA ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
You can now follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Linkedin!
See you in cyberspace!

OPAL SPONSORS ($300)

