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This year’s WATERCON, the
joint conference and expo of
IWEA and Illinois Section
AWWA, promises to be bigger
and better than last year’s
precedent-setting experience!
WATERCON is the largest
water
and
wastewater
conference in Illinois and is
your best opportunity to get
together with your peers in the
industry.
Over 200 technical sessions
will be presented this year,
covering today’s hottest topics:
• Nutrients
• Disinfection
• Energy
• Wet weather
• Disaster management
• Biosolids
• Operations
• Water quality
• Watershed management
• Collections & conveyance
• Tanks
• Treatment
• Management
• Labs
• New products
The exhibit hall will open
with extra special fanfare
this year - flash mob anyone?

Over 180 exhibitors will
be eager to show you the
latest offerings in products
and services. New this year
is an exhibitor logo hunt
contest, and back by popular
demand are the Texas
Hold’em Tournament, Putting
Contest, Water for People
Silent Auction, Waterworks
Museum, and the Bike and
Breakfast.

overlooking Southwind Park.
IWEA’s
annual
awards
ceremony will take place at
the banquet. Come enjoy a
wonderful evening with your
fellow IWEA members and
congratulate this year’s IWEA
award winners.

Sincere thanks go out to
members of the following
committees: Annual Conference,
Program, Awards, Local
Arrangements,
Marketing,
Electrical Power, Energy,
and Controls, Watershed
Management, Biosolids, Young
Professionals, and all other
IWEA committee members
that have worked so hard on
everything it takes to plan
This year’s Young Professionals such an outstanding event.
Day includes presentations
focused
on
business
development skills in today’s
economy, interviewing and
public speaking basics, and
technical topics and posters.
YPs will continue to network
through the evening social
hour and bags competition.
What makes WATERCON so
The IWEA Annual Banquet valuable is your attendance.
will be held at Springfield’s Visit www.iweasite.org for
beautiful new Erin’s Pavilion more information.

Enhancing and Protecting the Illinois Water Environment through Education and Collaboration

The Scoop

By Mark Halm, IWEA President

GET READY FORWATERCON ’12
WATERCON ’12, the fourth joint conference of the Illinois
Section of the American Waterworks Association and
IWEA, is fast approaching. The collaboration of our two
organizations has resulted in a program that highlights
many of the regulatory and operational issues of concern.
The conference will be held at the
Springfield Crown Plaza Hotel
March 19th-22nd and provides
an unparalleled educational and
networking opportunity for water professionals across the
State. I also hope you spend time outside of the technical
sessions in the exhibit hall to see what new and innovative
technologies may be unveiled.
Attendees from many different organizations will attend
this conference, including:
• Academic institutions
• Consulting engineering firms
• Environmental organizations
• Manufacturers
• Manufacturer’s representatives
• Suppliers
• Water and wastewater plant operators
• Water and wastewater regulatory representatives
Don’t miss this excellent educational and career
development opportunity. You can visit the WATERCON
web site at www.iweasite.org
The IWEA Board looks forward to the continued
collaboration of our two organizations, jointly committed
to enhancing and protecting the Illinois Water Environment
today and for future generations.
Looking forward to a great conference!

NUTRIENT COMMITTEE TO
RELEASE SURVEY RESULTS
In March, Dr. Krishna Pagilla, P.E. will be taking the reigns
as President of IWEA; it is an honor for me to serve with
Krishna. Krishna has shown great leadership during his
tenure on the Board and has been instrumental in the
formation of newly created Nutrient Committee. One of
the first tasks of the committee was to prepare a survey to
treatment facilities throughout the State. The goal of the
survey is to identify what nutrient removal technologies are
being planned, employed and operated. We hope to publish
the results of the survey in the late spring or early summer.
We are confident that it will provide insights for managers,
operators, regulators and design professionals.
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OUR COMMITTEES CONTINUE
TO WORK FOR YOU
Thank you to Kathy Cooper and Andy Warmus for
their Plant Profile article. It is a great opportunity to
highlight the professionalism of those who are on
the front lines of protecting the environment.
We are working on finalizing the date of the Annual
Golf Outing. It will be held again in June of this year.
Please check the web site for further details.
The strength of this organization lies in its committees.
Over the past year, there have been many excellent
seminars. You are now able to view the seminar
presentation slides on the web site:
			 - The October 20, 2011 IWEA Laboratory
				 Seminar featured presentations on Internal
				 Audits and Ethics Training. Copies of the
				presentation slides are available on the
				 laboratory seminar page.
						
				
				
				
				
				
				

The October 26, 2011 IWEA Plant Operations
Seminar featured presentations on Digestor
Process
Control,
Dewatering
Operation,
Electrical Safety, and Energy Management as
well as a tour of the Rock River Water
Reclamation District. Copies of the presentation
slides are available on the plant operations
seminar page.

						
				
				
				
				

The November 2, 2011 IWEA Collection
Systems Seminar featured presentations on 3-D
Optical Scanning, Forcemain Air Relief Valves,
Electrical Safety, and Confined Space Entry.
Copies of the presentation slides are available
on the collection systems seminar page.

I want to thank all the committees and chairs who
have worked tirelessly to fulfill our mission: To Enhance
and Protect the Water Environment through Education
and Collaboration.

Delegate’s Corner

By John Lamb and Tim Kluge

During the time between WEFTEC conferences, much of
the activity of the House of Delegates occurs within work
groups. These work groups are established to focus on
specific topics such as WEF governance, member association
concerns, and industry issues. Tim is participating in the
MA to MA Relationships Work Group, which is focusing on
how communications between member associations can be
better facilitated in order to build relationships and share ideas
across a broad spectrum of topics. Leaders from IWEA and
other MAs participate in annual WEFMAX meetings, which
provide a forum for both establishing relationships and sharing
information about successful MA programs. Discussion at
the work group meeting in October identified a wide range of
successful programs and initiatives employed by MAs to benefit
their memberships. Group members also suggested that while
the WEFMAX interchange is important, there is a need for a
method to capture institutional knowledge within MAs and
a repository to make that knowledge available to other MAs.
Discussion during a December conference call centered on
selecting a topic or topics for testing, and developing a protocol
or prototype for making information on the topic available to
other MAs.
John continues to work on the Operator Outreach Group. This
work group is focused on operator training and certification. It
has now broken into sub-work groups, and John is participating
on how MAs can work together on training programs. This
may be of benefit to IWEA, as there has been some contact with

neighboring MAs such as Indiana to discuss this possibility.
There is a general theme here with both work groups and that is
building MA relationships. Let Tim or John know if you have
any comments or suggestions to take to either of their groups.
There have been some recent developments from WEF about
webcasts and a new public awareness campaign that members
should be aware of. WEF is now providing monthly webcasts
at no charge. There had previously been a fee of $195 per
webcast site. There are a variety of topics including biosolids,
collections, storm water and operator training tools. A list of
previous webcasts is also available for viewing. Professional
Development Hours (PDHs) can be earned by viewing these
webcasts. The link to the webcasts information is on the WEF
home page under Online Education. This is a great opportunity
to take advantage of during these times of restrictive training
and travel budgets.
Water’s Worth It – This is a new WEF messaging campaign to
raise awareness about the value and importance of water, waterrelated issues, and the water profession. WEF is working to
develop the campaign that will officially launch on World Water
Day 2012. This campaign is one of the results of WEF revising
its strategic plan and addressing public awareness. There is
more information on this topic on the WEF web site under the
Public Information link. Look for the public rollout this spring
of the new Water’s Worth It campaign. A national media launch
is expected in March.

WATERCON ’12 Events Support Scholarships &
Charitable Giving
By Mary Johnson, Scholarships & Charitable Giving Chair

The Illinois Section ISAWWA and IWEA will host four
fundraising events during WATERCON 2012: a Silent Auction,
a 50/50 Raffle, a Texas Hold’Em Tournament, and a Putting
Contest.
The Silent Auction and 50/50 Raffle benefit Water for People,
an international nonprofit organization working to build a
world where all people have access to safe drinking water and

sanitation. Last year, through these and other events, IWEA
and ISAWWA donated $14,000 to Water for People.
The Texas Hold’Em Tournament and IWEA’s traditional Putting
Contest benefit ISAWWA’s and IWEA’s scholarship funds. Both
organizations offer annual scholarships to students pursuing
water environment related careers.

Event

Day

Time

Texas Hold’Em Tournament

Tuesday

9:00 PM -???

Silent Auction

Tuesday
Wednesday

10:00 AM – 6:00 PM
10:00 AM – 3:15 PM

Putting Contest

Wednesday

11:00 AM

50/50 Raffle Drawing

Wednesday

3:30 PM
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Government Affairs Seminar
By Lou Kollias, Government Affairs Chair

Over 140 people braved the forecast of snow to attend
the Joint IWEA-CSWEA Government Affairs Seminar
on January 20th at the Holiday Inn Willowbrook. The
presentations were very informative and useful. The seminar
started with welcomes by Mark Halm, IWEA President and
Dean Wiebenga, Illinois Section Chair of CSWEA.
The keynote Speaker was Ken Kirk, Executive Director of the
National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA).
Ken gave us a look at what is on the horizon in Washington
for water agencies. He discussed what is on the agenda for
Congress and the Clean Water Act. This year marks the 40th
anniversary of the Clean Water Act, and many people think
it needs to be overhauled. Ken also discussed that there
probably would not be any funding available from Congress
in the near future because of the state of the economy. He
discussed the future of water sustainability and that it
should include watershed-based approaches for permits and
regulations.
Next were two speakers from the Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency (IEPA), Bruce Yurdin and Leslie Lowry.
Bruce spoke about SSOs, discussing policy issues at the state
and national levels, and problems with enforcement. He
provided us with several web sites for further information.
Leslie discussed the IEPA General NPDES Permit for

Pesticide Application Point Source Discharges. She outlined
the permit requirements and took us through the step-bystep application process.
The morning session ended early, so we moved up lunch so
we could start the afternoon session earlier and let everyone
go home to beat the snow. After lunch, the seminar resumed
with Beverly Stinson from AECOM, who gave a very
informative presentation about deammonification. She
gave an overview of the pros and cons of the process and its
application to mainstream wastewater treatment, and how
ANAMMOX deammonification is being implemented in
the U.S. The last speaker was Joe Kozak from MWRDGC,
who gave a presentation on the Energy Footprint of the
Urban Water Cycle in Greater Chicago. The information
was compiled by MWRDGC and the City of Chicago and
included the evaluation of the energy and carbon footprints
from various processes. It also included identifying potential
energy saving initiatives and sources of renewable energy.
I would like to thank the joint committee for all their hard
work in preparation of the seminar: Jay Patel, Laurie Riotte,
Deb Ness, Bob Johnson, and Carl Fischer. Overall, everyone
went home with new knowledge and some PDH credits as a
bonus.

WATERCON ’12: Water for People Silent Auction
By Andy Warmus, Plant Operations Chair

During WATERCON ’12, we will be holding the Water
for People Silent Auction on Tuesday, March 20th and
Wednesday, March 21st. Last year, between the Silent
Auction, the 50/50 raffle and other events, we were able to
raise $14,000 for Water for People. This year, we hope raise
even more than last year. With your help, we hope to achieve
this goal. Please consider donating to this worthy cause.
We will gladly accept any donated item from our exhibitors
and from any member that is willing to participate in the
auction. In the past, contributors have donated sporting
tickets events, sporting items, camping items, power tools,
iPods, digital cameras, TV’s, gift cards, gift baskets and even
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homemade wines. Use your imagination and please donate!
We do ask that each item have a $25 minimum value, and
please do not donate items with company logos on them.
If you have any questions, please contact Barb Waddell at
barb_wfp@yahoo.com. Barb will be visiting each of the
booths Tuesday morning, March 20th, with a welcome letter
and further information about the Water for People Silent
Auction. Thank you for your support!

Find and Correct Hazards in Any Job
By Mark Termini, Safety Committee Chair

Job safety analysis is a time-tested way to identify and correct
job hazards. It’s simple, it works with any job, and it gets the
results you need to create a safer workplace.

hazard-prone areas and documentation of the observations.
Once the JSA is completed and hazards have been identified,
corrective actions can be developed and implemented.

Most simply put, job safety analysis (JSA) breaks jobs into
basic steps, identifies the hazards associated with each step,
and prescribes controls for each hazard.

Corrective actions may include steps such as:

A JSA should be conducted for most jobs in your workplace.
Priority, however, should go to:
• Jobs with the highest injury or illness rates
• Jobs with the potential to cause severe or disabling
		 injuries or illness, even if there is no history of previous
		accidents
• Jobs in which one simple human error could lead to a
		 severe accident or injury
• Jobs that are new to your operation or have undergone
		 recent changes in processes and procedures
• Jobs complicated enough to require written instructions

Analysis
The JSA should include a review of data to reveal trends and
identify areas to concentrate accident prevention efforts.
Data to analyze includes:
• Recordable injury logs
• First-aid logs
• Safety inspections
• Accident investigation reports

• Finding a new way to do a job
• Changing the physical conditions that create the hazard
• Changes in job procedures
• Reducing the necessity or frequency of the high hazard
		 job or task
Corrective measures must also include training to increase
safety awareness and provide employees with the tools to
recognize and eliminate hazards. All such training should
be documented.
Also, be sure to review the JSA during any accident
investigation. If a JSA has not been conducted, perform one
as a part of the investigation to determine the events and
conditions that led to the accident.
And finally, involve employees. It’s very important to involve
your employees in the Job Safety Analysis process. They have
a unique understanding of the jobs, and their knowledge is
invaluable. Involving employees will also help minimize
oversights, ensure a quality analysis, and get workers to buy
in to ownership of their safety and health program.
For a sample JSA and a blank form go to
http://iweasite.org/Committees/Safety.html

• Employee hazard reports
Look for similarities between the data and job location, type
of equipment in use, time of day, and day of week.
The analysis should also look at when and where close calls
or near misses have occurred. In addition, the JSA should
include observations of employees performing tasks in
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LabOratory
By Becky Rose, Lab Chair

Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc.
Receives Prestigious WEF
Innovative Technology Award
By Cheryl Kunz, Marketing Chair

Investigating an Unacceptable
Laboratory Result
Anyone who has worked in a laboratory has had the
experience of a failed quality control check standard. It
can be a frustrating and time consuming experience to
track down the source of an error, but it can be done. The
following check list may help you to track down the source
of the problem; it is a starting point and is not all inclusive.
1. Confirm that the value reported is the same as the
		 analyzed value.
2. Verify the concentration of the sample is within the
		 working range of the analytical procedure and above
		 the method detection limit.
3. Check that all the calculations were done correctly
		 and any dilution factors were included.
4. Check with the analyst to see if they recall any
		 particular problems with the sample.
5. Check the quality assurance logs and charts to make
		 sure that all the requirements were met.
6. Check the calibration curve, calibration checks and
		 instrument logs to verify that the instrument was
		 performing correctly.
7. Check that the instrument is up to date with all the
		 scheduled maintenance.
8. Observe that the Standard Operating Procedure is
		 being followed by the analyst.
9. Check that all the reagents were made correctly.
		Was a new reagent recently made using a new
		 chemical lot number?
10. Check that the right chemical was used and that the
		 right amount was used. Remake if necessary.
11. Verify that the sample was preserved properly both
		 thermally and chemically.
12. Was the proper procedure followed when the sample
		 was collected?
The Lab Committee would love to hear your suggestions on
items to add to the list. Please send additional investigational
ideas to rebecca.rose@mwrd.org. We will add them
to the list and reprint it at a later date and/or post it on
the IWEA web site. Please contact the Lab Committee at
rebecca.rose@mwrd.org if you have any questions about
this issue or have any other lab-related questions.
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Accepting the award are (left to right): Terry Reid, P.E., WEF President,
Jeanette Brown, Manuel De los Santos and Mike Hevey.

Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc., an Illinois-based
manufacturer of wastewater treatment equipment
and member of the IWEA, received the prestigious
Innovative Technology Award from the Water
Environment Federation during a ceremony at the
2011 WEFTEC conference in Los Angeles, California
in October.
The Innovative Technology Award, which includes
the collection systems, instrumentation, process
equipment, and solids handling & disposal categories,
are presented annually to WEF associate members who
have introduced new, innovative products or services
related to the construction, operation, or maintenance
of treatment facilities.
Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. was recognized in the
Instrumentation category for its BNR IntelliPro® Process
Monitoring and Controls System. The system provides
an essential link between operations, equipment and
treatment goals, with the added benefits of reduced
energy consumption and operator time savings. The
company’s IntelliPro® development team accepted the
award presented by WEF President Jeanette Brown.
Aqua-Aerobic Systems is a long-standing member
of the Water Environment Federation and continues
to support the IWEA through membership and
committee service.

Member Profile
By John Lamb, Delegate 2013

Greg
Brunst

Director of Public Works,
Village of Addison, IL

There
must
be
something in the
water in the Village of
Addison. This is my
second column on
someone retiring from
there in almost as many
issues! I would think
this person would especially know if there is something in
the water because he was Director of Public Works: Greg
Brunst. I am glad to say I have known Greg professionally
and personally for close to 25 years, so I enjoyed writing this
column.
Gregory Brunst. Where do I start, his 42 year career at the
Village of Addison or all his contributions and volunteer
time with several professional associations including
IWEA? Greg began as a wastewater operator at the Village
of Addison wastewater plant. I won’t mention the year, but
you can do the math. He then became Plant Supervisor,
Environmental Services Superintendent and eventually
Public Works Director. Greg has always been considered a
true professional and friend amongst his peers with a wealth
of knowledge in the field. He is also pretty knowledgeable
in some other areas that we cannot mention in this column.
Greg not only volunteered with IWEA on numerous levels,
he did so with several other professional associations. I don’t
know how he found the time, but this is truly a demonstration
of his dedication to the profession. Over time, Greg was a

chair and participated on many IWEA committees. He was
synonymous with the IWEA Collections Committee for
years and wrote its column for a long time. He went through
the steps of the IWEA Executive Board and was President
in 1996-97. He was then a WEF Director from 1999 – 2004,
taking on a second term to help out a fellow Director.
One of the things he is most famous for is being the
Coordinator of the IS5 (Illinois Society of Sanitary Sludge
Shovelers). Greg would always turn this induction process
into one of the highlights of the conference banquet. Listed
below are awards Greg received over his years in IWEA. He
has also won numerous awards from other associations.
In addition to his personal accomplishments, the Addison
treatment plants both have won the Burke Safety Award. As
someone mentioned to me, though, all his awards and official
volunteer time do not fully demonstrate all the positive
aspects Greg has contributed to IWEA.
IWEA Awards
1989 Kenneth C. Merideth Memorial
1995 Arthur Sidney Bedell
1998 William D. Hatfield
2006 Paul Clinebell Outstanding Service
Quarter Century Operators Club
Golden Manhole
1989 and 1998 George W. Burke Safety – Village of
Addison Treatment Plants
Greg will now have more time to enjoy his family and being
at his beloved spot in Amboy. I am sure we will see him
on the golf course, or maybe a local watering hole (and I
don’t mean water hazard), although I seem to remember him
spending some time at those, too. All of us at IWEA wish
Greg a happy and healthy retirement and thank him for all
his work and contributions to IWEA over the years.

Ask an Operator (A2O)
By Andy Warmus, Plant Operations Chair

The mission of IWEA has always been first and foremost to
protect and enhance the water environments throughout the
State of Illinois. To achieve these goals, the Association has
focused its attention on its greatest resource: its members and
their dedication to the environment. To further opportunities
for education and to promote the collaborative effort, the
Plant Operations Committee is pleased to announce the
creation of yet another avenue designed to create interaction
and share knowledge and operational experiences. The new
“Ask an Operator” or “A2O” feature is a conduit for operators
to send questions or share operational strategies, all for the
benefit of the entire Association.

If you have a question, from preliminary to tertiary treatment,
from digestion to land application, we’ll work to provide the
best response and latest information possible. If you don’t
have a question but want to share an innovation, a practice,
or procedure you have experienced, send that along and we’ll
post that for the membership.
Send your questions to Andrew Warmus at
andywarmus@algonquin.org. We’ll get you an answer and
post it on IWEA’s web site, www.iweasite.org.
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From the Shed
By Dan Bounds and the IWEA Watershed Management Committee

Watershed Management at
WATERCON 2012

Watershed Based Plan Review by
USEPA

IWEA’s Watershed Management Committee has finalized
planning the watershed management session for
WATERCON 2012. The “watershed management day” of
the conference will be Tuesday, March 20, from 10:00 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. Featured presenters will include Bob Newport from
USEPA on the proposed federal stormwater rulemaking and
implementing green infrastructure, Bob Mosher and Amy
Burns Walkenbach from IEPA with updates on Illinois water
quality standards, TMDL, and non-point source programs,
and watershed group activity updates from the DuPage
River Salt Creek Workgroup, Fox River Study Group, Lake
Decatur Watershed Partnership, McHenry County source
water protection efforts, and the Peoria Area Tri-County
Planning Commission. The session provides timely and
valuable watershed management information with ample
time for discussion and interaction with other watershed
practitioners. It’s always one of the most popular programs
at WATERCON, last year being standing room only.

During 2008-2010, EPA Headquarters staff reviewed several
watershed-level plans to determine the level of progress
that watershed stakeholders have made in addressing the
essential components of watershed-based plans; 49 plans
were reviewed, including the Bull Creek / Bull’s Brook plan
in Illinois. A document has been prepared that summarizes
the review and highlights the positive aspects of the plans.
It also shows the areas many continue to struggle with, such
as estimating load reductions expected for the management
measures selected and setting criteria that can be used to
determine whether loading reductions are being achieved
over time. The examples given in the report could provide
useful ideas on how to improve watershed-based planning
in your area. The report is not available online, but you
can get a copy from Dan Bounds and the IWEA Watershed
Management Committee, BoundsDG @cdmsmith.com.

Illinois’ Nonpoint Source
Management Program –
2011 Draft Program Plan Document
Now Online
A draft of IEPA’s Nonpoint Source (NPS) Management
Program is now available on IEPA’s web site. The document
provides an overview of the program’s components, the State’s
approach to addressing NPS pollution, program priorities,
available funding, and short and long term goals. Per the
draft, starting in 2012, Illinois EPA will conduct a pilot
biennial NPS management meeting for program partners
and general stakeholders to share knowledge on NPS control
issues, projects, and practices. The meetings are intended to
be an opportunity for NPS pollution control practitioners
to share information and provide feedback on the statewide
program. Draft NPS Program Plan web site:
http://www.epa.state.il.us/water/watershed/
publications/2011-nps-program-1.1.pdf
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Illinois Water Environment

Trivia!

How much of Illinois’ surface is
covered by water, including our rivers,
streams, lakes, and wetlands?
See answer on bottom of page 14.

Rain Garden Ravel
By Lou Storino, Student Chapters Chair

A rain garden is a shallow depression that is planted with
deep-rooted native plants and grasses to capture rainwater
runoff and stop the rainwater from reaching the sewer
system. The Pulaski Park rain garden was connected to the
downspout of the Pulaski Park field house and designed to
capture the rainwater from the field house roof. The rain
garden is approximately 220 square feet and contains native
plants including penn sedge, dropseed, spike rush, cinnamon
ferns, iris, rudbeckia, cardinal flower, butterfly bush, wild
geranium, echinacea, asters, spiderwort, ironweed, beebalm,
virginia bluebells and baptisia australis.
Maintenance of the rain
garden includes daily/weekly
trash removal, which is
conducted by the Pulaski
Park Advisory Council.
Maintenance also includes
weeding, removing dead plant
material, mulching, planting
new material and spring and
fall inspections, which are
conducted by the IWEA.
On the morning of Saturday
October 29, 2011, IWEA
young professionals and
friends participated in the fall
Placing mulch around the rain garden
maintenance of the Pulaski
Park rain garden. Volunteers
removed dead plant material, weeded and mulched the rain
garden. Lunch followed at nearby Peace Pizza.

Happy volunteers

Butterfly bush, spiderwort and baptisia australis

Future improvements to the rain garden include permanent
edging and signage.
Special thanks to the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District of Greater Chicago
for lending their tools and
providing trash bags and
work gloves and to Kendra
Sveum for coordinating the
event.

Jenny Doezie raking mulch around the rain garden

Weeding
Removing dead plant material
Photography courtesy of Jennifer Burns, MWRDGC
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Plant Operations Seminar
By Andrew Warmus, Plant Operations Chair

The 2011 Plant Operations Seminar sponsored by the IWEA
held on Wednesday, October 26 was a successful event. More
than 30 plant operations personnel, engineers, state EPA
and supplier’s representatives participated in this one-day
educational seminar, which included podium presentations
by industry leaders and government representatives. The
seminar was held in Loves Park at Aqua-Aerobic Systems,
Inc., a manufacturer of water and wastewater treatment
equipment and systems.
Attendees enjoyed a continental breakfast, a buffet lunch
and an opportunity to network with fellow operators and
industry professionals. Following the seminar, attendees
were invited to visit the Rock River Water Reclamation

District in Rockford. The seminar and wastewater plant
tour provided attendees with new knowledge that will assist
them in the daily operation or future improvement of their
treatment plants.
We thank our expert speakers, Tracy Finnegan from
Environmental Leverage, Lee Hale from e-Hazard,
Louann Unger from USEPA, Kurt Kleinsorg from Synagro
Central LLC and Larry McFall from the Rock River Water
Reclamation District. We also want to thank Aqua-Aerobic
Systems, Inc. for hosting this event at their facility and also
the Rock River Water Reclamation District for the plant tour.
We look forward to an equally successful Plant Operations
Seminar in 2012!

Photography courtesy of Cheryl Kunz, Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc.

Join the WEF Quarter Century Operator Club!
By Pat Schatz, Awards Chair

How Long Have You Been a Wastewater Operator? Twentyfive years or more? When you started in the wastewater
profession:
• Was Ronald Reagan President?
• The Simpsons was a new TV series?
• Michael Jackson was #1 with his BAD album?
• The movies Three Men and a Baby and Fatal Attraction
were the hit movies?
Well, those events occurred in 1987, and it is now 25 years
later…so you may be eligible to join the WEF Quarter
Century Operator Club.
The Quarter Century Operator Club recognizes operators
of wastewater treatment facilities for their service and
dedication in a difficult and dangerous profession.
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Eligibility Requirements:
• Member of WEF for a minimum of five consecutive
years immediately preceding application.
• Significant, full-time participant in the water
environment profession for a minimum of 25 years,
10 years of which must have been in active participation
in the day-to-day collections, maintenance, operations,
laboratory, or management of a wastewater
transportation or treatment facility.
• Completed and signed application.
• Complete and detailed resume of experience.
For more information and the application form, go to www.
WEF.org the award section or contact Pat Schatz, IWEA
Awards Chair, peschatz@citykankakee-il.gov.

Plant Profile
Salt Creek
Sanitary
District
Superintendent: Fred Dale
Chief Operator: Jim Listwan

Salt Creek Sanitary
District has been in
operation for 83 years,
and there have been
multiple improvements over this time. The last major project
was completed in 2006 with the addition of another aeration
tank battery, final clarifiers, a control building, UV and a
SCADA system.
The Village of Villa Park owns and maintains the sewers, and
a portion of the Village’s system is a combined sewer system.

1967

The plant’s design consists of rectangular primary clarifiers,
activated sludge with fine pore diffusers, two 75 foot diameter
final clarifiers, rapid sand filtration (soon to be replaced
with disc filters), UV disinfection, two primary anaerobic
digesters and one secondary digester used for settling.
Sludge processing includes a two-meter belt filter press
and drying beds with a covered de-watered sludge holding
area having a capacity of approximately 1,400 cubic yards.
Digester supernatant and belt press filtrate are conveyed to
side stream aeration tanks. The side stream flows are aerated
and “bled back” to the process. The plant is controlled by a
SCADA system and also has a storm water system.
A unique feature of this plant is the ability to successfully
treat a wide range of flows, from very low flow to flows 30%
greater than the design maximum flow of 8.0 MGD, all while
staying in compliance with the NPDES requirements. The
Plant is situated on a piece of pie shaped property, and there
is no room left for expansion. The property once was also the
Village of Villa Park’s garbage dump.

Influent Design
Daily Average Flow

3.3 mgd

Daily Max Flow

8.0 mgd

BOD Loading

4128 lbs/day

TSS Loading

6605 lbs/day

Ammonia Loading

688 lbs/day

Effluent Requirements (mg/L)

Daily Max

Monhly Ave.

CBOD

20

10

TSS

24

12

Ammonia (Apr - Oct)

3.0

1.5

Ammonia (Nov-Feb)

8.0

4.0

Ammonia (March)

8.0

2.5

Effluent Performance
Average Flow

3.3 mgd

CBOD (mg/L)

2.0

TSS (mg/L)

2.4

Ammonia (mg/L)

0.12

Photography courtesy of Walter E. Deuchler Associates, Inc.
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Successful Collection Systems Seminar
By Alan J. Hollenbeck, P.E., B.C.E.E., Collection Facilities Committee Chair

A luncheon was served while attendees mingled with
exhibitors, and a raffle was held for a number of great prizes.
We would like to thank the 17 exhibitors, many of whom
contributed multiple raffle items. Special thanks also go to
Tom Woods of Visu-Sewer for coordinating the exhibits;
Laurie Riotte of Fox Metro Water Reclamation District for
her assistance throughout the planning of the event; Mary
Johnson of Rock River Water Reclamation District for her
help with the IWEA web site coordination, and Cheryl Kunz
Aqua-Aerobic and the Marketing Committee for developing
the seminar mailer.
Exhibitors included:
Seminar Exhibitors and Attendees

One hundred eight attendees and exhibitors participated
in the Collection Systems Seminar and Exhibition held
on November 2, 2011; the annual event was held at the
Hyatt Hotel in Lisle. Participants representing over 20
municipalities, from Round Lake to Romeoville and Buffalo
Grove to Bloomington, came to view the exhibits and attend
the seminar.
Kicking off the program and getting us off to a good start was
IWEA President Mark Halm. In addition to our speakers
and topics, there were several exhibitors who presented new
product demonstrations.
The IWEA Collection Systems Committee presents
the Golden Manhole Award to recognize professional
contributions to the collection system industry. This year’s
Golden Manhole Award was given to Tony Conn from
the City of Naperville. Tony is Wastewater Collection and
Pumping
Supervisor
for
City
of
Naperville,
an IWEA Collection Systems Committee member and a
presenter at several IWEA Collection Systems Seminars.

• Duke’s Root Control
• Eaton Mechanical Sales
• EJ Equipment, Inc.
• ELAN Technologies, Inc.
• Flow-Technics, Inc.
• Gasvoda & Associates, Inc.
• Getum, Inc.
• Insituform Technologies
• Jim Jolly Sales
• M.E. Simpson Co., Inc.
• Metropolitan Industries
• Precision Systems
• Red Horse, Inc.
• RedZone Robotics
• RJN Group, Inc.
• Sheridan Plumbing & Sewer
• Visu-Sewer of Illinois
The Collection Systems Committee will soon be planning
the 2012 seminar. We hope to see even more attendees and
exhibitors there next November!

The Committee would like to thank our guest speakers, who
shared information on the following topics:

Tony Conn
Golden Manhole Award

“3D Optical Scanning of Mainlines and Manholes”
by David Daake, Rapidview IBAK North America
“Electric Safety – Lift Stations and
Collection Systems”
by Todd Larsen, Lee Jensen Sales
“Installation and Maintenance of Force Main Air
Relief Valves”
by Bill Lang, International Valve Marketing – Vent Tech

David Daake

“Confined Space Entry and Fall Protection for 		
Collection Systems”
by Brain Maher, Safety Supply Illinois
Photography courtesy of Alan J. Hollenbeck
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Executive Board Nominees 2012-2013
The nominees for the Executive Board for 2012-2013
have been selected. The slate of officers was presented
and approved at the September 16, 2011 Executive Board
Meeting: Krishna Pagilla for President, Dan Bounds for

FOR THE OFFICE OF PRESIDENT
Krishna R. Pagilla, PhD., P.E., Professor
Dr. Pagilla is a registered professional
engineer and a Professor at the Illinois
Institute of Technology. He holds a Ph.D.
in civil/environmental engineering from
the University of California, Berkeley
and is a member of Engineers without
Borders, Haiti Outreach. His expertise
is in wastewater treatment, sludge treatment and reuse,
environmental engineering and science research. Dr. Pagilla
holds leadership positions in the Water Environment
Federation, International Water Association and Association
of Environmental Engineering and Science Professors. He
has been active in IWEA with WEFTEACH at WEFTEC,
Chair of Local Issues for WEFTEC 2008, Student Activities
Associated with Engineers without Borders, Haiti Outreach
and numerous operator training and technical seminars at
IWEA annual conferences and workshops.
FOR THE OFFICE OF PRESIDENT ELECT
Dan Bounds
Dan Bounds is a Principal Engineer
for CDM Smith in Chicago, and has
managed or led the development
and implementation of numerous
water quality programs and projects
throughout the US. He has a B.S. in
civil engineering from the University of
Illinois, an M.B.A. from Eastern Illinois University, and is
a Licensed Professional Engineer in Illinois and California.
Dan spent the first several years of his career as an engineer
with the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency in the
Champaign Regional Office, and is now one of CDM Smith’s
Water Resources Division group leaders. Dan is currently
the Chair of IWEA’s Watershed Management Committee
and Annual Conference Committee, and has previously
served as Chair of IWEA’s Marketing Committee. He is also
a member of the Water Environment Federation’s Watershed
Management Committee, a Diplomate Water Resources
Engineer with the American Academy of Water Resources
Engineers, and a member of the I5S Society.

President Elect, Kendra Sveum for First Vice President, and
Louis (Lou) Storino for Second Vice President. The election
of the 2012-2013 Executive Board will take place during the
IWEA Business Meeting at WATERCON 2012.

FOR THE OFFICE OF FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
Kendra Sveum
Kendra Sveum is a Water/Wastewater
Process Engineer with Donohue &
Associates in Chicago. She has worked on
the design and rehabilitation of treatment
plants across the Midwest and is a
Licensed PE in Illinois. Kendra has a B.S.
in chemical engineering and a Master’s
degree in environmental engineering from Illinois Institute
of Technology. As an undergraduate, she served as the first
President of the IWEA Student Chapter. Since then, she has
served as the chair of the Young Professionals Committee,
is a member of the Student Chapter Committee, served on
the WEFTEC Local Arrangements Committee, and was the
recipient of the Outstanding Young Professional Award in
2009 for IWEA. She also has several leadership roles with the
Water Environment Federation in the Students and Young
Professionals Committee, Municipal Wastewater Treatment
Design Committee, and Technical Practice Committee.
FOR THE OFFICE OF SECOND
VICE PRESIDENT
Louis (Lou) Storino
Lou Storino is a senior civil engineer in
the Collection Facilities/TARP Section
of the Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District of Greater Chicago (MWRDGC).
Lou has a Bachelor of Science degree
in chemical engineering and a Master
of Science degree in environmental engineering from the
Illinois Institute of Technology and a Master of Business
Administration degree from DePaul University. He is a
Licensed Professional Engineer in the State of Illinois and
has worked at the MWRDGC for over 14 years. He has held
positions in the Maintenance and Operations Department
and is currently with the Engineering Department of the
District. Lou has been a member of IWEA since 1998. He has
served as the chairman of the Student Chapters Committee
since 2007 and participates in the WEF Students and Young
Professionals Committee. Lou also participates in the IWEA
Scholarship & Charitable Giving Committee.
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Second Quarter Financial Report
By Debra Ness, Treasurer

IWEA completed IRS Form IL990EZ as well as the IWEA
annual report to the Illinois Attorney General during the
second quarter. Things are fairly slow during the second
quarter but will start to pick up in the third quarter. IWEA
has its Government Affairs seminar in January, the Industrial
waste seminar in February, and WATERCON 2012 in March.

Financial
Statement

Year-to-date, IWEA has had an income of $23,548.64
and expenses of $76,598.28. This gives IWEA a net loss of
$53,049.64.
Financial Statement at the end of the second quarter is:

Bank Accounts
Community Bank
Science Fair Fund

Asset Accounts

12 Month Reserve CD
12 Month Reserve CD
24 Month Reserve CD
24 Month Reserve CD

Total

$56,741.11
$3,965.68
$12,272.53
$10,045.31
$12,688.23
$10,075.32

$105,788.18

Sylvanus Jackson
Scholarship Update
By Mary Johnson, Scholarship & Charitable Giving Chair

In 2004, IWEA established the Sylvanus Jackson Scholarship
for students of SIUE’s Environmental Resources Training
Center. It honors Sylvanus Jackson, a former superintendent
of the Rock Island Sewage Treatment Plant, who died from
an on the job accident.

ERTC staff chooses the award recipient based on his/her
performance in classes. IWEA has added a stipulation to
the scholarship requiring ERTC to notify the organization
of scholarship recipients and why they were chosen for the
award.

Our initial $10,000 endowment has provided a $250 - $500
award to one student each year. The award amount varies
based on the endowment’s annual earnings level. At the
December 2011 Committee Chair meeting, the Executive
Board voted to increase the scholarship endowment by
$10,000. This will insure we can provide an annual $500
award. Earnings in excess of the award will be allocated back
to the scholarship principal.

The IWEA web site’s education page has more information
about the Sylvanus Jackson Endowment and other IWEA
scholarship opportunities.

Trivia Answer: Four Percent. The remaining 96% is land area (rural and urban) that we need to manage well to protect that 4%. No small task.
Fun Fact: If you stretched the stream miles in Illinois into a straight line, it would circle the Earth’s equator almost 5 times!
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Capitol Currents
Capitol Currents Needs an Author
We’d like to resurrect “Capitol Currents” in the quarterly Clarifier, but we need your help. If you have an interest in what’s happening
in Springfield that relates to our industry and would like to author the “Capitol Currents” column in the Clarifier, please let us know.
Your small time investment will be of value for IWEA members. Interested to learn more? Please contact Kathy Cooper at
(815) 561-2065 or kcooper@rmu.net.

Executive Committee 2011-2012
Illinois Water Environment Association Executive Board 2011/2012
Member/Position

Affiliation

Telephone/Email

Mark Halm
President

Walter E. Deuchler Associates

630/897-4651
mhalm@deuchler.com

Krishna Pagilla
President Elect

Civil, Architectural and Environmental Engineering
Dept. Illinois Institute of Technology

312/567-5717
pagilla@iit.edu

Dan Bounds
First Vice-President

CDM

312/346-5000
boundsdg@cdm.com

Kendra Sveum
Second Vice-President

Donohue & Associates, Inc.

312/236-9147
ksveum@donohue-associates.com

Mary Johnson
Corporate Secretary

Rock River Water Reclamation

815/387-7523
mjohnson@rrwrd.dst.il.us

Deb Ness
Treasurer

Fox Metro Water Reclamation

630/301-6820
dness@foxmetro.dst.il.us

Lou Kollias
Delegate 2011

MWRDGC (Retired)

224/805-2020
lkollias@comcast.net

John Lamb
Delegate 2013

City of St. Charles

630/377-4918
jlamb@stcharlesil.gov

Tim Kluge
Delegate 2014

Sanitary District of Decatur

217/422-6931 ext. 214
timk@sdd.dst.il.us

Dennis Priewe
Past President

Rock River Water Reclamation

815/387-7634
dpriewe@rrwrd.dst.il.us

Laurie Riotte
Executive Director

Fox Metro Water Reclamation

630/301-6825
ExecMgr@iweasite.org

15

Illinois Water Environment Association

Non-Profit
U.S. Postage
Paid
I.W.E.A.

PO Box 337
West Chicago, IL 60186-0337

Address Service Requested

Illinois Water Environment Association is a Member Association of
the Water Environment Federation dedicated to improving Illinois’
surface, sub-surface and atmospheric water. The ILLINOIS CLARIFIER
is a quarterly publication of IWEA providing pertinent information
by, for and about IWEA Members. The opinions contained herein
are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the IWEA or the

ILLINOIS CLARIFIER committee. Copy deadlines are the 15th of
January, April, July and October. Direct comments and inquiries to:
Illinois Clarifier, Heather Wachter Managing Editor; email:
ILClarifier@Juno.com; website: http://iweasite.org/ Printed on recycled
paper. Share with a friend and prospective member, then recycle.

Keep your eyes open for these upcoming events!
IWEA Calendar of Events
Date

Meeting/Activity

Location

February 15, 2012

Pretreatment Dinner

The Clubhouse, Oak Brook

March 19, 2012

Annual Business Meeting

Crowne Plaza, Springfield

March 19 - 22, 2012

Annual Conference

Crowne Plaza, Springfield

September 29 - October 3, 2012

WEFTEC 2012

New Orleans, LA

October 5 - 9, 2013

WEFTEC 2013

McCormick Place, Chicago

Save the Date!

2012
September
29 - October 3 • http://weftec.org/
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Unless otherwise noted, photography is courtesy of Ted Denning.

