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IWEA outgoing President Kendra Sveum from Donahue & Associates passes the gavel to new IWEA President Lou
Storino of MWRDGC Engineering Dept. at the IWEA Annual Banquet.

ANNUAL GOVERNMENT
AFFAIRS SEMINAR
By Lou Kollias, Government Affairs Chair

More than 120 people attended the Annual
Government Affairs Seminar on Jan. 23 at
the Chicago Marriott Southwest in Burr
Ridge. Our keynote speaker was Marcia
Willhite from the Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency Bureau of Water. Marcia
discussed the Chicago Area Waterways
rule making, the 2013 national criteria for
ammonia, federal criteria for bacteria, the

Water Resources
and Development
Act of 2014, the
Illinois Nutrient
Loss Reduction
Strategy, urban
Keynote Speaker Marcia Willhite.
stormwater, and water quality standards
for nutrients. Her presentation was very
informative.
See more on the bottom of page 2
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President’s Corner
By Lou Storino, President, IWEA

It is a privilege and an honor
to serve as the Illinois Water
Environment Association (IWEA)
president for the 2014-2015
year. I would like to thank all my
predecessors, the executive board,
committee chairs, committee
members, volunteers and members-at-large for
creating such a great organization, and I look forward
to another successful year.
Even as I received the gavel from Kendra Sveum at the
Annual Banquet on Feb. 23, I know that the IWEA is
providing excellent value to its members. The annual
conference, specialty conferences, one day seminars
and networking opportunities are the best available in
Illinois. The organization is fiscally sound and strong
in numbers with more than 800 members, and 27
active committees.
As the reality of this new position sets in, I am
wondering who will be receiving the gavel 10 and 20
years from now. One great opportunity we have, and a
responsibility we share, is to grow as an organization
and ensure the future well-being of the IWEA. One
way to accomplish this is to invite and encourage
young professionals to join and become active in the
organization.

As a member association of the Water Environment
Federation, we share in the mission to connect water
professionals and enrich their expertise. We also
strive to increase the awareness of the impact and
value of water, and provide a platform for water sector
innovation.
I ask you to encourage the young professionals
working in your organization to join the IWEA and
become active in a committee of interest to them.
The benefits to the individual, your organization, the
water profession and IWEA are numerous, such as
networking, mentoring, leadership, and innovation,
just to name a few.
The future of this organization begins with you
today. Reach out to a young professional (seasoned
professionals are welcome too) and personally invite
them and support them in joining IWEA. Membership
information can be found at the website, www.
iweasite.org. If every member encourages one young
professional to join, we will reach out to more than
800 young professionals-- our successors and future
leaders!

Continued from page 1

The other presentations featured a
variety of topics. There was an update
of the efforts and successes of the
Fox River Study Workgroup and a
presentation on tailoring innovation to
achieve financially viable energy and
nutrient recovery from wastewater. In
the afternoon, there was a presentation
on enhanced biological phosphorous
removal and recovery at the MWRDGC
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Stickney Water Reclamation Plant. All presentations were
well received by the attendees and are available on the
IWEA website.
I wish to thank the members of the committee for all of
their work over the past year. Thanks to Bob Johnson, Carl
Fischer, Laurie Frieders, Deb Ness, and Jay Patel.
Government Affairs Committee
member Carl Fischer from
Baxter & Woodman, prepares
for the registration rush.

IWEA 36th Annual Conference Wrap-Up
By Mark Termini, Conference Committee Chair

IWEA held its 36th Annual Conference Feb. 23-25 at
the iHotel in Champaign, IL. The conference was filled
with learning, networking opportunities, and multiple
activities. More than 335 operators, engineers,
students, exhibitors, and speakers were registered.

with vendors and in the evening, a Pizza and Panel
discussion for students to sit down and talk to a panel
of accomplished guests, who outlined different paths
to take to obtain an engineering degree. This was
followed by the Student & Young Professionals Social
Hour, a fun-filled evening and networking event.

The technical program consisted of 12 tracks, with
more than 60 presentations. If you were unable
to attend all of the sessions that were of interest
to you, or if you would like to review some of the
presentations, visit the IWEA website at www.iweasite.
org.
Sold-out exhibit halls featured more than 50 booths
showcasing the latest in products, technology and
equipment design.
Monday featured the Annual Business Luncheon,
with WEF Trustee Thomas Kunetz and Linda Kelly,
WEF Senior Director of the Association Engagement
Department. IWEA committees reported on the past
year’s activities.
Other important events were the Monday evening
sold-out Annual Banquet (see page 6-7) and the
Student and Young Professionals Committee Poster
Competition (see page 10) and the second annual
Operators Challenge (see page 8). Congratulations to
all participants!
Tuesday afternoon featured a casual reception in the
exhibit halls to meet colleagues, network, and visit

Wednesday finished up with two educational
tours: The Urbana & Champaign Sanitary District
Northeast Plant, and the Ven Te Chow Hydrosystems
Laboratory.
Thank you to the exhibitors, sponsors, all the
attendees, and our own photographer, Ted Denning
who supplied most of the pictures you find in this
issue of the Clarifier. Finally, thank you to the
Conference Planning Committee whose tireless
efforts put together an excellent conference,
providing outstanding educational and networking
opportunities.
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Delegates’ Corner
By Mary Johnson, Delegate 2016 and Mark Halm, Delegate 2017

Mary Johnson and I are privileged to serve the IWEA as
members of the House of Delegates (HOD).
As delegates, our responsibility is to serve the members and
provide a conduit for the flow of information between WEF
and the IWEA Board and membership. The HOD advises
the WEF Board of Trustees on issues of strategic direction
and public policy development. There are currently 119
delegates representing 75 member associations (MA)
similar to the IWEA.
The Vision of the House is to be “a collective and highly
effective advocate of MAs and trusted advisor to the
Board of Trustees regarding policies, programs, and
strategic direction to serve the best interest and need of
WEF members and help make WEF essential to water
professionals around the world.”
There are four standing committees within the HOD:
• Steering – Reviews HOD policies and procedures,
progress of committees and workgroups, and develops
strategic plan for HOD
• Budget – Reviews annual WEF budget to determine
if it is consistent with the strategic plan and provides
advice and direction to the Speaker of the House and
the HOD
• Nominating – Reviews and recommends nominations
for Speaker-Elect, WEF Nominating Committee
members, and HOD Standing Committee members
• WEFMAX – Secures meeting locations and develops
program agendas for WEFMAX meetings, updates
and maintains meeting host guidelines and MA-WEF
agreement as needed.
Mary is currently serving on the WEFMAX committee.
WEFMAX will be in Chicago in 2016. WEFMAX is a
forum to facilitate the exchange of information between
the 76 member associations.

Mark is currently serving as a member of the House
Nominating Committee. The Committee reviews the
applications for standing house committees as well as the
Speaker of the House.
The House has established four workgroups:
• Member Association (MA) Financial Sustainability
• Member Association (MA) Leadership Development
• Operator of the Future
• Water Advocates & Water Works! Public Awareness
Campaign
These committees were described in detail in the 2015
Winter issue of the Clarifier. Below are updates from
committees with IWEA members.
Mike Kyle of the Lancaster, PA Sewer Authority chairs
the Operator of the Future workgroup. Mark is serving on
this committee. WEF is committed to ensuring that the
Utility of the Future is staffed by well-trained operators.
The workgroup has identified the following key questions
which it hopes to address through focus groups and
surveys.
• Do we need some national standard for certification?
• What is WEF’s role in operator training, education,
and certification?
• WEF produces high-quality, peer-reviewed training
documents that are, in my opinion, the best money
can buy. But, do we need more and different formats or
different delivery mechanisms?
• If we produce the training documents, does WEF
conduct the training, or do we partner with MAs, or
companies to conduct the training?
Mary is serving on the WEF Member Association
Leadership Development Committee. They have
developed a series of webcasts to aid member associations
See more on page 5
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Continued from page 4

in strengthening their organizations. You can find these
webcasts on the WEF website membership page:
http://wef.org/Members/page_ma_detail.
aspx?id=6442451557

We are honored to serve as IWEA delegates to the House. If
you have questions or comments for us regarding IWEA or
WEF please do not hesitate to contact us.
mjohnson@rrwrd.dst.il.us
mhalm@deuchler.com

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
By Frederick Wu, Membership Chair

JANUARY

Christopher Safford

Brad Boulton
Village of Addison

Jerry Strub
Strategic Growth Consulting, Inc.

Catherine Buckley

Wen Tang

William G. Cisar

FEBRUARY

John P. Harty, Jr.
Mark Kursell
Northbrook Public Works
John Manijak
National Power Rodding

Allen Abrahams
MWRDGC
Thomas B. Berns
Northbrook Public Works

Erik Melchers
Northbrook Public Works
Henry Schmitz
Crawford, Murphy & Tilly
Rick Twait
Grundfos

MARCH
Abbvie
Joshua Cantone
Allied-Locke Industries

Sandra Matual

David Collard
MWRDGC

Thomas Minarik
MWRDGC

Adam Federau
Hach Company

Andrew Grant
Metropolitan Planning Council

Robert Moore
Northbrook Public Works

Jenny Loconsole
Greeley & Hanson

Rishab Mahajan
Carus Corporation

Jarod Oliver
ENZ USA Inc

Andrew Martin
Greeley and Hansen

Christine McCarthy
MWRD of Greater Chicago

Stephen Randolph

William Marten
Donohue and Associates

Steve Henry Whitehead Jr.

Brian Foss
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2015 WEF and IWEA Award Winners Honored
By Amanda Withers, Awards Chair

The WEF and IWEA Awards were presented at
the 36th Annual Banquet, which was held at the
iHotel in Champaign on Feb. 23. Our Clean Water
Award winner and scholarship recipients were also
recognized.
Thomas Kunetz, WEF Trustee from Illinois,
presented the following WEF Awards.
Debra Ness received the WEF
Bedell Award, acknowledging
her extraordinary personal
service
to
the
Member
Association. Deb has served as
our Treasurer since 2007 and is an active member of the
Government Affairs, Industrial and Hazardous Waste
and Public Education committees. She helped coordinate
the 2013 WEFTEC service project and she volunteers
extensively at our annual conferences each year. Deb
has also been on the WEF Teach local arrangements
committee twice and worked as an Operations Challenge
judge at WEFTEC.
Brett Garelli received the
WEF Hatfield Award, which
is presented to a wastewater
treatment facility operator
for outstanding performance
and professionalism. Brett has spent his entire career
in treatment plant operations and maintenance. He
has been a technical leader in investigating different
operations improvements in various treatment plants.
Currently, he is implementing biological nutrient
removal at the Stickney Water Reclamation Plant.
Sanitary District of Decatur received the WEF Burke
Safety Award, which was accepted by Tim Kluge, their
Technical Director. The district tracks performance
benchmarks for safety and training goals, such as 100
percent safety participation and development of an
6

Emergency Response Plan. They also have a detailed
wellness check alarms procedure to monitor operator
status during one-person operations. Their safety
committee team consists of one person from each
department and meets monthly with Wendi Boulware,
their Safety Director and Trainer. At the end of January
2015, the Sanitary District had gone 3,463 days without
a lost-time accident.
Sue Galvan received the WEF Laboratory Excellence
Award in recognition of her outstanding performance,
professionalism and contribution to the water analyst
profession. She has worked at the Fox Metro Laboratory
for 25 years where she is Senior Chemist and Safety
Officer. Sue applies her microbiology expertise regularly
to help operations staff and engineers gain a more
detailed understanding of subtle changes in activated
sludge processes. She assists environmental laboratories
with method development and researches new methods
and instrumentation for Fox Metro.
John Lamb was inducted into
the WEF Quarter Century
Operator’s Club, a group of
members who have been actively
involved as full-time participants
in the water environment industry for at least 25 years.
He is the Environmental Services Manager for the city of
St. Charles. Congratulations John!
Tim Kluge received the WEF
Service Award in recognition of
his outstanding service to IWEA
and the Water Environment
Association. During his tenure
as a WEF delegate, he participated on the MA to MA
and Non-Dispersibles Workgroups. Thank you, Tim,
for your dedication and ongoing support of WEF and
IWEA!

IWEA President Kendra Sveum presented the
IWEA awards.
Amy Underwood received the Best Technical
Presentation Award for her excellent 2014 conference
presentation on “Improved Biosolids Stabilization
Utilizing Temperature Phased Anaerobic Digestion.”
Her presentation received one
of the highest evaluation ratings
by the conference attendees
and was chosen by the Awards
Committee. She is a project
manager with Walter E. Deuchler Associates, Inc. in
Aurora, IL and a licensed professional engineer in the
State of Illinois.
Ryan Christopher received the IWEA Outstanding
Young Professional Award which recognizes the
contribution of young water environment professionals
for significant contributions
to the IWEA. A member
since 2010, Ryan is actively
involved in WEF and the
IWEA Biosolids and Young
Professionals Committees. He is an integral part of
the Biosolids Committee; helping acquire speakers,
handling registration and moderating at various
Biosolids Committee functions, workshops and specialty
conferences. Ryan has been instrumental in the ongoing
efforts at the Pulaski Park Rain Garden over the past
several years.
John Lamb received the IWEA Paul Clinebell Award,
which recognizes an individual who continues to
provide significant contributions to the Illinois Water
Environment Association for at least 20 years. John
served on IWEA Board as president in 2007-2008 and
then as our WEF Delegate from 2011-2013. He received
the IWEA Presidential Service Award in 2008 and the

WEF Arthur Sidney Bedell Award in 2011. John chaired
the Lab Committee for seven years, has served on the
Biosolids, Awards and Annual Conference Committee,
and is the Golf Committee Chair. He also chaired WEF
Teach for the 2011 WEFTEC event.
Mayor Laurel Prussing received
the Public Official Award, which
is presented to an elected or
appointed public official who has
made a significant contribution
in the areas of clean water legislation, public policy,
government service or other areas of public prominence
that resulted in improvements to the water environment.
She has demonstrated a strong commitment to improving
and protecting the water environment and preserving
Urbana Illinois’ natural resources through her efforts
with Mahomet Aquifer, the Boneyard Creek Master Plan
and by initiating a local stormwater utility fee.
Cheryl Kunz received the IWEA Membership
Recruitment Award to recognize her exceptional
membership recruitment for the association. The
membership recruitment award is not given every
year. Cheryl personally recruited five members into
IWEA between November 2013 and October 2014. Her
commitment to IWEA is evidenced not only by the time
that she devotes to helping make each of our events look
more professional as our Marketing Chair, but by her
willingness to encourage others to become part of our
organization.

Congratulations to all of the honorees and award
recipients!
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IWEA Operators Challenge
by Greg Garbs

The IWEA Operators Challenge took place Feb. 24
during the IWEA Annual Conference. The challenge was
in the main exhibit hall center aisle from 1-4 p.m. and
consisted of four events: Maintenance, Safety, Laboratory,
and Operations. There were a total of 27 participants.
Judges were assigned to the events along with strict
judging criteria. The equipment and supplies necessary
for the events was graciously supplied by participating
vendors. Each event
was structured for
learning and a bit of
fun. Every participant
received a Certificate
of Participation and
the winners of each
received an
Overall Ops Challenge Winner, Stephen Peterson event
from Rock River Water Reclamation District with
award
plaque.
Here
judge Lee Melcher.
are the results and recap of the Challenge.
LABORATORY event was a refined, low-level chlorine
analysis. The challengers utilized equipment and supplies
provided by Hach. The standards were made by each
participant, adding to the complexity. The unknown
sample was supplied by the Rock River Water Reclamation
District. The challengers were judged on procedure and
technique. Winners of this event were Anas Rabah and
Jessi Baker.
MAINTENANCE event was the identification of lift
station components and troubleshooting an actual
panel. Tools and parts were provided by Metropolitan
Industries. The challengers were required to identify
parts of a control panel, which was entertaining since
some of the parts were only know to the “old timers”. The
second part was to troubleshoot an existing control panel
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which was also very fun and educational. The winners of
the maintenance challenge were Brad Boulton and Dan
Misko.
SAFETY event was a hazardous gas cylinder connection
and disconnection. Each participant had to pretend
to put on SCBA but that was not all. They also had to
don a dust mask, face shield, gloves, and safety glasses.
Then, each participant had to disconnect the cylinder,
then reconnect it with a new washer, all while wearing
the heavy gloves! Equipment was provided by Viking
Chemical. The winners of this event were Ian Beason and
Dylan Cooney.
OPERATIONS event was a plant operator’s worst
nightmare. The short quiz was developed by the ERTC
experts. The quiz had a few devious twists woven into the
questions. The clever winners of this event were Bryce
Landinois and our own Mark Halm.
There were several trepid individuals that successfully
navigated all four of the challenges. Only one could claim
the title of Overall Winner and that victor was Stephen
Peterson with a combined score of 331.
Please remember these vendors and thank them for their
contributions to this successful event.
A special THANKS to the Plant Operations Committee
and members of the Operators Challenge sub-committee:
Lee Melcher, Greg Garbs, Don Bixby, Craig Soling, Greg
Pyles, Krishna Pagilla, Mark Termini, Mary Johnson,
Becky Rose, Mike Carney, Rick Lallish, and Sara Arabi.
Without their assistance, the Operators Challenge could
not have been a success!

Scholarship & Charitable Giving Awards
By Carlee Scharnhorst , Scholarship and Charitable Giving Chair

The 2014/2015 business year was a
successful one for the Scholarship and
Charitable Giving Committee. We received
our first grant application and were able
to award a grant to Engineers Without Borders –IIT
Chapter. We hope you were able to read the article
about the project they are working on in the Fall 2014
issue of the Clarifier.
We had many excellent applications for our Clean Water
Scholarship. We were very pleased with the number
of schools represented and the overall number of
applicants. We hope to see continued success in getting
the word out. The committee was quite happy to be able
to award two scholarships to Amanda Caldwell-Jacques
and Laura Haak.
Ms. Caldwell-Jacques is
pursuing her bachelor’s
degree in Environmental
Engineering at University
of
Illinois,
UrbanaChampaign where she
is the president of the
WEF-AWWA joint student chapter. She has worked as
an intern at Benton and Associates since 2013 and is
excited to further her education in water and wastewater
treatment.
Ms. Haak is working toward
her Ph.D in Environmental
Engineering at Illinois
Institute of Technology.
She has been conducting
research on anaerobic
digestion of industrial

waste and has focused her research on resource recovery
from industrial and municipal sludges. She was also a
presenter at the annual conference.
The 2015 Sylvanus Jackson
Scholarship was awarded
to Bryce Lardinois. Mr.
Lardinois was employed
as a plumber before
enrolling in Southern
Illinois University’s ERTC
program. He has excelled at his coursework and was
unanimously recommended by his instructors for the
Sylvanus Jackson Scholarship.
This year, IWEA was able to continue giving to some
great organizations such as Water for People and the
Water Environment Research Federation. There is
a form available online for organizations to request
funding for their water-related projects. If you know
of a project that could use some financial assistance,
please feel free to direct them to our website for more
information.
Lastly, we would like to extend a great big thank you
to everyone who has supported the Scholarship and
Charitable Giving Committee throughout the year.
Whether you bought a scholarship pin, participated in
our basket raffle, or enjoyed a day on the links at the
golf outing, please know that your support is greatly
appreciated and has made a difference.
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Laboratory Highlight: Urbana &

Champaign Sanitary District (UCSD) Labs
By Becky Rose, Laboratory Chair

The UCSD labs test for permit compliance and monitor
the treatment plant processes. There are labs at both of our
treatment plants (Northeast and Southwest). The Northeast
plant is the larger of the treatment plants, and is located in
Urbana where it has operated since November of 1924. The
District office is also located there. The Southwest plant is in
Champaign.
The lab staff consists of two laboratory techs and the
laboratory supervisor. Each tech takes their turn at the
Southwest plant lab on alternating weeks. Half of their
day is spent at the Southwest plant, four days a week. The
partial day is spent collecting and running process testing,
collecting samples, and maintaining the D.O. probes. The
Southwest plant lab is mainly for process control. Chlorine
residual, dissolved oxygen, and pH testing are analyzed due
to the short holding time of the sample. Automatic samplers
take the flow proportional samples required for compliance
testing. Samples are returned to the Northeast plant for
analysis.

Most samples collected from
both plants are tested in the
Northeast plant’s laboratory.
BOD/cBOD, TSS, ammonia,
nitrate, TKN, TS, VS, pH,
and fecal coliform analyses
are the mainstay of this lab. UCSD receiving the Water Quality
Advocates Award, (l to r) Jessi Baker,
Five automatic samplers Bruce Rabe, Rod Meikamp.
collect samples at the Northeast plant. Weekly, the mixed
liquor solids are sampled for microscopic analysis of sludge
quality. The Lab staff maintains the online measuring
devices (dissolved oxygen, ammonia, and chlorine).
In January this year, UCSD and the Water Quality Team
from the University of Illinois received the Water Quality
Advocates Award from the Champaign County Soil & Water
Conservation District. UCSD’s lab team accepted the award.
The main UCSD lab has tested receiving stream samples at
seven locations on alternating weeks for the last eight years
to support research into the nutrient sources of the stream.
UCSD is proud to be monitoring our receiving water.

Posters and Beers
By Lou Storino, IWEA President

What do beers have to do with posters? Well, if you
stopped by the poster competition at the conference, you
were treated to draft beer and snacks while learning about
some great things students are working on.
The first place prize
was awarded to
Diana Byrne and
Marta Grabowski,
from the University
of Illinois, for their
First place winners Diana Byrne (left) and
poster: Quantifying
Marta Grabowski
Environmental Impacts of Roadway Drainage Systems:
Elucidating Trade-Offs using Life Cycle Assessment.
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The second place
prize was awarded to
Matthew Doherty and
Andy Hur, from the
University of Illinois,
for
their
poster:
Second place winners Matthew Doherty (left)
Water Sustainability
and Andy Hur
Assessment for Eight Army Material Command Installations.
Special thanks to our judges, Deb Ness, Kendra Sveum
and Mark Halm.

High Efficiency Mixing
By Dan Blum, Power, Energy and Controls Committee

Historically, the mixing of liquids was conducted using
propeller mixers, and to a lesser extent, recirculation
pumping systems. The
large
bubble
mixing
systems are a novel
method for the mixing of
liquids. The systems utilize
bursts of large air bubbles
injected at the bottom of
the tank. The bubbles are
formed at bubble forming
Figure 1: Bubble forming plate
plates (Figure 1), which
displace the liquid above, pushing it upwards. When the
displaced liquid then recirculates back to the bottom of
the tank along the tank side walls or at the edge of the
affected mixing area, a convective mixing zone is created
within the tank (Figure 2).

Figure 2: Liquid recirculation pattern using large bubble mixers

Solenoid valves control the duration and frequency of the
air bubble pulses to effectively regulate the mixing rate
within the tank. Each pulse as controlled by a PLC can
also interface with the plant DCS or SCADA system.
The large air bubble mixing systems are an effective
replacement for submersible mixers, vertical turbines,
floating mixers, and pump-based mixing systems.
Features include no underwater moving parts, minimal
maintenance and low energy consumption.
Applications in wastewater treatment plants include:
anaerobic zones, anoxic zones, aerobic zones in BNR
basins, aerobic sludge tanks, EQ tanks, lift station wet

wells, chemical tanks, and flocculation basins among
others. These mixers can also be used to prevent chlorine
and general stratification in potable water towers.
Case Studies
1. Anoxic tank at the Wastewater Treatment
Facility, Algonquin, Illinois, demonstration July
28, to August 9, 2014. The tank size 20’x30’x15’
deep (65,000 gals), is normally serviced by a 7.5 hp
submersible propeller mixer, equivalent to a power
consumption of 115 hp per million gallons (hp/
mg). For the demonstration, the mixer was replaced
with a large bubble mixer consisting of one bubble
forming plate, with controls, and one solenoid
valve, and serviced by a 1 hp air compressor. The
resulting power consumption of 15 hp/mg, was a
73% reduction in power.
The average ORP reading during the demonstration
with the large bubble mixer was 75 mv, as
compared to the average, during operation with the
mechanical mixer, measured at 93 mv. The lower
ORP demonstrates a less oxidizing environment
during the operation with the large bubble mixer,
and indicates lower levels of oxygen in the tank. The
low ORP readings are expected, due to the small
wetted surface of the large air bubbles, resulting in
low oxygen transfer rates. Independent scientific
studies confirm that, the large bubbles have less than
1% of the oxygen transfer efficiency of a fine bubble
diffuser.
2. Two million gallon, 193’ diameter storm water
equalization tank, Shelby County (OH) Sanitary
District: The $100,000 large bubble mixing system
consisted of 40 bubble forming plates, utilizing a 20
hp compressor, and resulting in 10 hp/mg power
consumption. The other alternatives for mixing the
tank included coarse bubble aeration with a capital
cost of $300,000 and power consumption of 40 hp/
mg, and submersible jet pumps with a capital cost of
$150,000, and a power consumption of 60 hp/mg.
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From the Shed
By Dan Bounds and the Watershed Management Committee

2015 IWEA Watershed Management Track
The IWEA Watershed Management Committee hosted the
2015 Watershed Management Track on the University of
Illinois campus during this year’s IWEA Conference.

Dan Bounds kicked off the track with an overview of
committee goals and accomplishments. Bob Mosher,
IEPA gave an Illinois water quality standards update. His
presentation provided attendees the latest water standards
information, including changes and other developments
impacting the permitted communities in Illinois, such as
pending new ammonia standards, an update on nutrient
standards development, and potential changes to the way
pathogens are regulated in Illinois.

ILLINOIS WATERSHED

TRIVIA!

WHICH ILLINOIS BODY OF WATER IS HOME TO THE
MOST NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES?
See answer on bottom of page 14

Amy Walkenbach, IEPA, gave a TMDL and Nonpoint
Source Program update. Her presentation provided
attendees an overview of the Total Maximum Daily Loads
(TMDL) program and related developments, the Section
319(h) of the Clean Water Act Nonpoint Source Program,
and Illinois Nonpoint Source Management program
efforts. Dan, Bob, and Amy led a panel discussion with all
attendees after their presentations.

of Lake Bloomington Watershed initiatives. Jeff Boeckler
with Northwater Consulting presented Lake Mauvaise
Terre Watershed efforts, and Laura Zimmerman with
Champaign County Soil and Water Conservation District
wrapped up the track with an overview of Salt Fork
Vermillion River Watershed efforts.

Jennifer Hammer with The Conservation Foundation
gave an overview of current efforts of the DuPage River
Salt Creek Workgroup, highlighting the water quality
monitoring program and the importance of good data
collection for sound watershed planning decisions. An
update on Sangamon River/Lake Decatur Watershed
efforts was provided by Keith Alexander, city of Decatur.
Rick Twait with the City of Bloomington gave an overview

The Committee also helped plan the Green Infrastructure
Track for the IWEA conference. The Green Infrastructure
(GI) track consisted of presentations on GI program
development and project implementation, with an
introductory session developed by the Committee. Matt
Bardol and Dan Bounds covered current programmatic
elements of green infrastructure program implementation,
and some lessons learned from construction and
installation of GI measures.

New Guidance for Green Infrastructure
USEPA has developed a guidance manual for assisting communities
interested in implementing green infrastructure measures
for stormwater management and water quality enhancement.
Enhancing Sustainable Communities With Green Infrastructure:
A guide to help communities better manage stormwater while
achieving other environmental, public health, social, and economic
benefits (2014), was developed to help local governments, water
utilities, nonprofit organizations, neighborhood groups, and other
stakeholders integrate green infrastructure strategies. The guidance
can be used to help create a vision for how green infrastructure
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can enhance communities and inspire
stakeholders to take action. The guidance
covers strategies that support sustainable
communities, and helps organize and
guide stakeholders in how to develop
a sustainable plan. The guide can be
downloaded at: http://www2.epa.gov/
smart-growth/enhancing-sustainablecommunities-green-infrastructure

2014-2015 Executive Committee
Illinois Water Environment Association Executive Board
Member/Position

Lou Storino
President

Mark Termini
Vice President

Daniel Collins
First Vice President

Eric Berggren
Second Vice President

Mary Johnson
Delegate 2016/		
Corporate Secretary

Mark Halm
Delegate 2017

Debra Ness
Treasurer

Kendra Sveum
Past President

Laurie Frieders
Executive Director

Affiliation

Telephone/Email

MWRDGC

(312) 751-3167
louis.storino@mwrd.org

Village of Addison (retired)

(630) 628-0502
mark.termini@att.net

MWRDGC

(708) 588-4300
daniel.collins@mwrd.org

HDR, Inc

(312) 443-4916
eric.berggren@hdrinc.com

Rock River Water Reclamation

(815) 387-7523
mjohnson@rrwrd.dst.il.us

Walter E Deuchler Associates

(630) 897-4651
mhalm@deuchler.com

Trotter and Associates

(630) 553-8377
debraness1360@comcast.net

Donohue & Associates, Inc.

(312) 583-7233
ksveum@donohue-associates.com

Glenbard Wastewater Authority

(630) 391-2169
ExecMgr@iweasite.org

FUN AT THE IWEA/IWWSG PRETREATMENT DINNER!
THE CLUBHOUSE, OAK BROOK, IL - FEBRUARY 14, 2015
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Capitol Currents
By Nathan Davis, Collection Systems Committee

IL Senate Bill 1815

and collaborating with other government agencies to
better support the needs of small communities. The
Obama Administration also announced the creation
of a new class of municipal bond (Qualified Public
Infrastructure Bonds) in conjunction with the launch of
the finance center. These bonds are intended to provide
New Executive Order on Flood Protection
municipal bonding-like capabilities to public-private
President Obama signed an executive order on Jan. partnerships. For more information visit: http://water.
30 establishing new Federal Flood Risk Management epa.gov/infrastructure/waterfinancecenter.cfm.
Standards. These standards will outline requirements
that must be followed for projects constructed in or USEPA Guidance Documents
near floodplains utilizing federal funds. A draft version The USEPA has continued to publish new guidance
of the implementation guidelines is now available for documents encouraging the use of green infrastructure.
public comment on www.regulations.gov until April 6 The agency released their two latest documents in
(docket ID FEMA-2015-0006). Additional information February titled Getting to Green: Paying for Green
can also be found on FEMA’s website.
Infrastructure, Finance Options and Resources for Local
Decision-makers and Coastal Stormwater Management
USEPA Water Infrastructure and
through Green Infrastructure: A Handbook for
Resiliency Finance Center
Municipalities. The first publication discusses funding
The EPA launched a new finance center to encourage options such as stormwater utilities, bonding, grants,
public-private partnerships, and to innovate ways to and private-public benefits. The second is written to
finance wastewater and drinking water projects. The assist communities on the east coast, but EPA advertises
finance center will be tasked with researching new that it contains lessons for nationwide application. Both
funding tools and opportunities, providing educational of these document can be obtained on the EPA’s website.
resources to communities, exploring methods of
encouraging climate-resilient infrastructure projects,
IL Senate Bill 1815 is similar to a controversial bill which
was ultimately vetoed last year. This bill would limit the
sewer and water connection fees that can be charged by
townships. This bill is currently in committee.

Trivia Answer:
The Illinois River - it contains four. According to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Illinois is home to eight,
and four of them are located on the Illinois River. They are the Chautauqua, Emiquon, Meredosia, and Two
Rivers National Wildlife Refuges.
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Third Quarter Financial Report
By Debra Ness, Treasurer

During the third quarter IWEA held a large portion
of its educational programs. In January, IWEA held
its Government Affairs Seminar and in February, the
Industrial Pretreatment Committee once again partnered
with the Industrial Water, Waste and Sewage Group to
host its annual dinner meeting. Also, IWEA held its
Annual Conference at the iHotel and Conference Center
in Champaign in February. Hopefully you had a chance
to attend one or more of these events.
IWEA will be submitting the Annual Report to
Illinois Secretary of State under the General Not
Profit Corporation Act during the third quarter of
fiscal year. This report is filed to provide notice of
election of new officers.

the
for
the
the

Financial Statement
Account totals to date are as follows:

Bank Accounts
Community Bank
Scholarship Fund

$ 156,437.15
$ 3,986.08

Asset Accounts
12 Month Reserve CD
24 Month Reserve CD

$12,481.88
$13,053.95

12 Month Reserve CD
24 Month Reserve CD
24 Month Reserve CD

$10,197.09
$10,366.01
$10,055.30

Total

$216,577.46

SHOVELERS WELCOME THREE NEW
MEMBERS
By Greg Garbs, pH7, Inflow Regulator

"Eric, this is suppose to be a
serious picture."

The Illinois Select Society of
Sanitary Sludge Shovelers,
known as the “I5S”, inducted
three new members into
their elite ranks during the
IWEA Conference held at
the iHotel in Champaign, IL
on Feb. 23. Selection to I5S
membership is based upon
recognition of "outstanding,
meritorious service above and
beyond the call of duty" to the
Illinois Water Environment
Association.

Thomas Kunetz, WEF Keynote Speaker, Eric Berggren,
HDR, Inc., and Cheryl Kunz, Aqua-Aerobic Systems,
were all welcomed into the ranks of I5S. All the new
shovelers were given a gentle chiding and received it
most graciously.
All three of these individuals were elevated to the
"highest pinnacle on the sludge bed" and granted all the
honor and dignity appertaining thereto. The nominees
were awarded a golden shovel pin and a membership
certificate for their unselfish contribution of service to
both the Association and the Federation.
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Keep your eyes open for these upcoming events!
IWEA Calendar of Events
Date

Meeting/Activity

Location

May 1-2, 2015

Illinois Junior Academy of Science/Clean Water Award Competition SIU, Carbondale

June 5, 2015

IWEA Annual Golf Outing

Carillon Golf Course, Plainfield, IL

June 19, 2015

Executive Board & Committee Chair Meeting

Starved Rock Lodge, Utica, IL

September 3, 2015

Nutrient Removal & Reuse Seminar

Addison, IL

September 11, 2015

Executive Board & Committee Chair Meeting

Starved Rock Lodge, Utica, IL

September 26-30, 2015

WEFTEC

Chicago

September 27, 2015

IWEA Laboratory Committee Workshop at WEFTEC

WEFTEC Chicago

October 22, 2015

Plant Operations Seminar

TBD

November 12, 2015

Collections Seminar

Hyatt, Lisle, IL

December 4, 2015

Executive Board & Committee Chair Meeting

Starved Rock Lodge, Utica, IL

January 22, 2016

Governmental Affairs Seminar

Burr Ridge, IL

January 31, 2016

IWEA Clean Water Scholarship Application Deadline

Please see iweasite.org to register for events.

FOLLOW IWEA ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
You can now follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Linkedin!
See you in cyberspace!

