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KEEP

ON

SHOVELIN’

T

he new year for the IWEA started on the last day of the Annual Conference,
and with the continued efforts of the Committee Chairs and Executive Board,
we will have another very successful year. I look forward to serving as
President this year and will build on the strengths of the leadership that has made
the organization strong.
Starting out, I want to say thank you to Amanda Withers, Erick Cockerill, Dan
Bounds, Larry Hughes, Mary Johnson, and Toby Duckett, and all other volunteers
for the work in preparing for and putting together the conference. Over three hundred registered for the three days of presentations, vendor displays, and networking
opportunities.
This will be a year of change for IWEA. Earlier this year, Dennis Priewe relinquished
the treasurer duties to Deb Ness, and Mary Johnson is handing the secretary duties
to Lauri Riotte, both of Fox Metro. IWEA, and the Executive Board in particular,
appreciate the hard work and organizational skills that Dennis and Mary have given
the organization.

WEFTEC is in Chicago,
Kendra Sveum are busy
The Local Arrangements
Perkovich is also preparhave many opportunities
WEFTEC.

With the many volunteer
opportunities available,
all members have a
chance to get involved . . .

and Greg Cargill and
preparing for WEFTEACH.
commitee headed by Brian
ing for the event. You will
to help and be a part of

Many committees are already planning conferences and events for the coming year.
The Lab Committee, headed by Sharon Hawkins, is working jointly with Central
States for a conference in June. Greg Garbs is working with WPCO for a joint operations conference. The Young Professionals are planning a tour at the Shedd
Aquarium; and the annual Golf Outing is planned for June 20.
With the many volunteer opportunities available, all members have a chance to get
involved in the organization. I would like to take this opportunity to ask all members that are on a committee to ask a new member or someone who has not been
an active member to help in some way. I became active in IWEA when Chuck Corley
asked me to help with an operations conference. That opened the door to some
great friendships and experiences.
I will conclude by saying that I am honored to serve as President of this organization
and look forward to the coming year. If you have suggestions for programs, want to
volunteer for a committee, or have questions about IWEA, please don’t hesitate to
ask me or a member of the Executive Board.
Kathy Cooper, President IWEA

O

ne hundred and six attendees and exhibitors participated in the Collection Systems Seminar and
Exhibition held on November 8, 2007. The annual
event was again held at the Hyatt Hotel in Lisle.
Participants drove from Highland Park to the north,
Oswego and Ottawa to the west, and Moline and Oak
Lawn to the south to gain additional knowledge about
collection system solutions.
IWEA President John Lamb kicked off the program with a
welcome. In addition, during the seminar program, Mark
Straughn received the Golden Manhole Award from the
IWEA, an award that recognizes professional contributions to the collection system industry. Mr. Straughn is
the Manager, Water Distribution and Collection Division
for the City of Naperville and has worked with the City for
26 years. He has also provided invaluable input as a volunteer on the Collection Facilities Committee.
The Committee would like to thank our guest speakers,
who shared information on the following topics:
“I Know Where the Mayor Lives! Or, Dealing With the
Irate Public” by Tim Goergen, Hill ‘N Ash
“Get ‘Pumped Up’ – Practical Pump Station Needs” by
James Liubicich, RJN Group, Inc.

FROM THE
UNDERGROUND

Golden Manhole recipient Mark Straughn (left) is
congratulated by Committee Co-Chair Daniel Peterson
of GETUM, Inc.
“Can You ‘See the Light’ – LAMP System for Sewer
Rehab and Customer Service” by Tony Conn, City of
Naperville
“Things You Always Wanted to Know About Service
Lateral Lining (But Were Afraid to Ask)” by Doug
Severson, Visu-Sewer
continued on page 12

a column about the design, operation and maintenance of collection systems
By Alan Hollenbeck, P.E., B.C.E.E., Collection Facilities Committee Chair
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DIRECTOR’S CORNER
TAKING

IT

TO

THE

MAX

By Theodore Denning, Director ‘10 and Charles Corley, Director ‘08
The origin of Water Environment Federation as a creation
ed Denning attended the local WEFMAX meeting in
of (albeit under a different name) the Members
Minneapolis-St. Paul the week prior to the Illinois
Associations is now in transition. WEF wants, and indeed
Annual Conference. WEFMAX, for those of you who
needs, the members of every MA to take an active part in
are unfamiliar with these meetings, is a series of regional
the work and leadership of the Federation.
conferences held around the country roughly 6 months
from the annual WEFTEC conference.
The term ‘Federation,’ which lent itself to a more literal
interpretation in an earlier era, is now interpreted in an
The session started with a meeting for House of Delegates
entirely different sense. WEF now, through its officers and
(HOD) members on Thursday afternoon, and the discusExecutives, sees itself as the lead organization to which we
sions continued on how to make the HOD relevant and
as individuals and we as a MA belong. Categories of memmeaningful. The House is still in an organizational mode,
bership and status and representation have changed since
and the input from WEF and the Board of Directors is that,
the adoption of the new WEF Bylaws in October 2006.
in addition to minimal constitutional duties, the Delegates
Nonetheless, without the members, no organization
are important in communicating the wants, needs and
stands alone regardless of origin or intended direction.
desires of the MAs to WEF and vice-versa. In that vein,
please contact Ted, Chuck or Lou (see the executive comTed’s visit to and participation in the Spring WEFMAX
mittee list) with issues you may have concerning WEF.
points out the dual role we as an MA and we as individuals
have in our memberships in IWEA and WEF. With responThe main part of WEFMAX, which is directed at MA leadsibility comes status. IWEA needs your involvement. To
ers but is open to any interested member of WEF, included
gain status in IWEA, we as members need to participate;
presentations on where and how WEF is heading. There
IWEA and WEF succeed by your taking part. Connection to
were major presentations on Water for People and the
IWEA and WEF is the route to gain that individual and
activities of the government affairs committee promoting
organizational status. Why? That’s simple. You have a taldiscussions on the future of, and changes to, the Clean
ent that both can use. IWEA and WEF have a means for
Water Act. An interesting statistic: by the year 2025, the
you to display that talent and gain status both professiontreated BOD loadings to the nation’s waterways will exceed
ally and individually. And of equal import, the time to start
the total BOD loadings during 1972 due to the increased
that quest is now. It is never too early, but with time passvolume of the discharges. WEF representatives also
ing, it might become too late.
emphasized their partnering with other organizations,
especially AWWA and NACWA, on specific projects which
IWEA and WEF are the Water Pollution profession’s equivsegued into the One Voice for Water theme. WEF Vice
alent to “dancing with the (water pollution profession’s)
President Paul Freedman, Michigan and WEF House of
stars!” Our latest very successful “dance” was the Annual
Delegates Speaker Tom Helgeson, Florida spoke on the
Conference. Check your dance card; see the calendar in
issues they see facing the future of WEF and MAs, and are
this issue for our next dance. Make a date. You can tango
interesting individuals with a great sense of humor. A
with some of Illinois’ best.
major part of Ted’s presentation to the group raised the
ongoing issues of apparent lack respect/recognition of
This year’s Annual Conference was one of the best by any
MAs without professional staff, and recognized the need
measure. Thanks to all who brought it to us!
for all volunteer MAs to maintain a higher profile with
WEF. This is just a brief summary of an intense series of
We were honored by the visit of Past President Mohamed
presentations from WEF and 15 MAs that were representDahab to this year’s Annual Conference. Mohamed made
ed at the WEFMAX. Individual MA presentations (from the
his own impact as well by greeting and talking to many in
great ideas exchange) and Ted’s photos from the event can
attendance. Hopefully you got your own chance for a conbe seen at wef.org (search for WEFMAX).
versation with him, however brief. His sincere and good
natured presence was appreciated. Thank you, Mohamed.

T

IWEA CALENDAR: FEBRUARY - MARCH 2008
Date

Meeting/Activity

Location

June 17

IWEA/CSWEA Laboratory Seminar

City of Crystal Lake Training Center

June 20

Fifth Annual Golf Outing

Cinder Ridge Golf Course, Willimington
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L A Boratory
by Sharon Hawkins,
Laboratory Committee Chair

T

he Laboratory Session for the Conference in Peoria
started early in the morning, and it took a good 15
minutes for the room to grow in attendance. The
session started with Charrid Sattayatewa from the Illinois
Institute of Technology speaking on “Bioavailability of
Dissolved Organic Nitrogen in Treated Effluents.” Rick
Gore of MWRDGC presented an energized “An
Application of Microscopic Image Analysis Technology.”
Jessie Varab, of Underwriters Laboratory kindly stepped
in to present “Public Water Supply Security and
Emergency Response: An Environmental Laboratory
Perspective.” Kurt Stepping’s (PDC) topic was “Small Lab
Quality Assurance, NELAC or Not.” – an excellent source
for small plant operators with laboratory testing requirements (a personal thank you to Kurt for providing his laptop, projector and technical skills for the session). Scott
Siders of IEPA continued with “Preparing for a Laboratory
Assessment.” The session finished with Mike Henebry of
IEPA’s “Interpretation and Use of Qualified Analytical
Results.” Thank you to all the speakers! Get your topics
ready for Springfield 2009!
The Laboratory Committee, in conjunction with Central
States Water Environment Association, is hosting an All
Day Laboratory Seminar on June 17, 2008 in Crystal Lake.
The seminar will include topics on QA & QC, ISE probes
(“hands-on” session), chemical fume hoods and laboratory safety. Check out the website for online registration.
Attendance is limited to the first 50 people; the price is
$35.00 and includes lunch.
As you may have noticed, the Committee Chair has
changed. Who is Sharon Hawkins? I am the full-time
LabTech for the City of Rochelle. Sound familiar? Yes,
IWEA President, Kathy Cooper is also from Rochelle. And
now you know the rest of the story!

SAVE

THE

DATES

WEFTEC.08 - The Water Quality Event
81st Annual Technical Exhibition and Conference
Conference: October 18-22, 2008
Exhibition: October 19-22, 2008
McCormick Place, Chicago, Illinois
Register online at www.weftec.org
********
IWEA/ISAWWA 2nd Joint Conference & Exhibition
March 16-19, 2009
Crown Plaza Hotel & Conference Center
Springfield, Illinois
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NEW LOOK FOR
IWEA WEBSITE
By Mary Johnson, Web Site Chair

T

he IWEA launched an updated version of its
website in March 2008.
Check it out at
www.iweasite.org.

The goal of the website update was to provide information most useful to members and visitors in an easy to
access format. In keeping with that goal, there are now
links to information for all upcoming IWEA events on the
homepage. Also on the homepage are sections for the
latest news and a list of quick links to items of interest
such as job postings and volunteer opportunities. In
addition, the homepage features tabs that link to items of
more specific interest, such as committee information,
meeting minutes, and published newsletters.
By June 2008, the website will also include an improved
registration format. The new format will allow one-step
registration and credit card processing. It will also allow
organizations to register multiple people for an event
with a single credit card payment.
The IWEA Website Committee continues to look for ways
to improve the look and functionality of the website. If
you have any suggestions to help us, please send an email
to info@iweasite.com.

Annual Industrial
Pretreatment Dinner
Briefing
By Kam Law, Industrial Pretreatment Committee Chair

A

n Industrial Pretreatment Annual Dinner was held
on February 13 at the Vic’s Classis Italian
Steakhouse in Oakbrook Terrace. It was the second
joint dinner with the Indsutrial Water, Waste, and Sewage
Group. Despite the snowy weather, we had approximately 70 attendees. Dr. Krishna Pagilla from the Illinois
Institute of Technology presented an overview of pretreatment processes such as coagulation, sedimentation,
neutralization, equalization, etc., and the corresponding
applications. The presentation was well received.
I would like to thank Jim Czarnik, the Vice Chair of the IP
committee, and Ted Denning for organizing the event.
Also, thanks to our guest speaker, Dr. Pagilla, for making
a special arrangement for his class so that he could join
us for the evening. And to all the attendees, thank you for
the continued support and participation. See you next
year!

2008 IWEA CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS
PROGRAM

AN

“OVERFLOWING” SUCCESS

By Eric Cockerill, Program Committee Chair
the technical program would not have been the success it
his year’s Annual Conference program continued to
was. All who are interested in the opportunity to present
build on recent successes. Over 55 technical sesat next year’s Conference are encouraged to submit an
sions were presented by members of our industry,
abstract for consideration. It is an excellent avenue to
including representatives from public agencies, manucollaborate with colleagues, raise awareness of issues of
facturers, consultants, and others. Attendance was excelimport to our industry, and communicate with an audilent with an average of over 40 people per session and
ence of professionals directly related to your field.
several sessions that overflowed their rooms. Luckily, we
have a long term control plan to alleviate that problem
Next year, we will continue to improve the program. We
and ensure added space for next year.
already plan more committee-driven technical sessions,
such as one led by the newly formed Electrical Power and
The technical program was again anchored by the efforts
Process Control Committee. In addition, other improveof several IWEA committees including the Biosolids and
ments are in the works, including making all the presenLaboratory Committees, which continued their tradition
tations available as PDF documents on the IWEA website
of hosting full technical sessions, and two newer sessions
following the Conference. If you have any suggestions or
led by the Water Resources Committee and Young
ideas for improvements, the Program Committee welProfessionals Committee. For the first time, the Water
comes your input.
Resources Committee hosted a half-day Watershed
Symposium on the last day of the conference that was
Look for the 2009 Call for Abstracts to be released in early
very well received. The Young Professionals also hosted a
May of this year. The Call for Abstracts will be mailed to
technical session on Wednesday afternoon that focused
members and can be found at www.iweasite.org. Please
on issues of particular interest to students and young pronote that electronic abstract submittals will be due by
fessionals. It was certainly good to see that older profesSeptember 2nd, 2008.
sionals also attended that session, proving that one can
always learn new things.
If you are interested in joining the Program Committee
for the 2008-2009 year or have suggestions for the techniA special thanks goes to all those who gave presentations
cal program, please contact me at (312) 373-6678 or
at the conference. Without your time, effort, and support,
eric.cockerill@cte.aecom.com.

T

SHOVELERS WELCOME THREE NEW MEMBERS
By Gregory Brunst, pH7

T

he Illinois Select Society of Sanitary Sludge
Shovelers, known as the “I5S,” inducted three new
members into its elite ranks during the IWEA
Conference in March.
Al Hollenbeck, President and CEO of RJN Group, Kam
Law of CTE/Aecom Engineers and Mohamed Dahab,
WEF Past President were all welcomed into the Shovelers’
ranks. Kam turned the tables on the “old pH7” by correcting all of his ill-gotten biographical data. It seems you
just cannot find good co-conspirators anymore! Mr.
Hollenbeck attempted to add to my troubles by wanting
to shovel the biosolids into my outstretched
hands…NOT! Professor Dahab used his ingenuity to
shorten our motto during his shoveling exercise to “I5S”
from the traditional “Illinois Select Society of Sanitary
Sludge Shovelers.” We presented him a shovel anyway.

All three of these individuals were elevated to the
"highest pinnacle on the sludge bed" and were each
awarded a golden shovel and a membership certificate
for their unselfish contribution of service to both the
Association and the Federation.

Greg Brunst, PH7, presents the new inductees to the
Illinois Select Society of Sanitary Shovelers.
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THE 2008 AWARD WINNERS

ARE

. . .

By Pat Schatz, IWEA Awards Chair

S

Committee from 2002 to 2006. In addition, she has
served on the Annual Conference and Public Education
and Student Affairs Committees. Amanda is currently on
the Executive Committee as First Vice President.

Pat Schatz was the recipient of the WEF Bedell Award.
This award acknowledges extraordinary personal service
to the Member Association. Pat was recognized for her
active committee work with the IWEA.

Dennis Connor received the IWEA Service Award. Mr.
Connor received this award in recognition of more than
20 years on the Newsletter Committee. Dennis was an
integral part of the production process of the Clarifier
newsletter as he proofread and reviewed the Clarifier articles before publication.

am McNeilly was the recipient of the WEF Hatfield
Award. This award is presented to operators of
wastewater treatment for outstanding performance
and professionalism. Sam is the Superintendent of
Public Works for the City of LaSalle.

Fi v e v et e r an o p er a t or s w e r e i nd u c t ed i n t o t he W E F
Quarter Century Operator’s Club: Ross Nelson, Sam
McNeilly, Lawrence Quick, Mark Termini and James
Winslade. The Quarter Century Operator’s Club is a
group of members who have been actively involved as
full-time participants in the water environment industry
for 25 years or more.
Streator Treatment Facility was the recipient of the WEF
Burke Safety Award. This award acknowledges an outstanding safety program at a wastewater treatment facility. Greg Garbs, Streator’s facility manager, accepted the
award.

Greg Cargill was the recipient of the Golden Manhole
Award. Greg has taught the math portion of the
Collections Systems Operator Refresher Course for the
past several years.
These awards were presented at the 2008 IWEA Annual
Conference in Peoria. Congratulations to all the award
recipients!

2008 IWEA ANNUAL
CONFERENCE BY THE NUMBERS

Rich Helm received the WEF Delegate Service Award.
Rich served as a Delegate from 2004 to 2007.

370 Attendees
71 Exhibitors

Ed K obylin ski was th e rec ipient o f the IWEA B est
Technical Presentation Award for his excellent presentation at the 2007 Annual Conference: Preparing to Meet
Future Phosphorus Limits. Ed is the senior associate with
Black and Veath, Inc.
Philip Brand en burg was the reci pie nt o f th e IWEA
Merideth Award. This award is presented to an individual for outstanding contributions to the wastewater treatment plant operations profession. Mr. Brandenburg is
the superintendent for the Du Quoin Water Reclamation
Plant and is very active in several operators’ organizations.
Dylan Linton was the recipient of the IWEA Sylvanus
Jackson Scholarship. Mr. Profanik is a SIUE- ERTC student in the Water Quality Control Operation Program.
Toby Duckett received the IWEA Paul Clinebell Award.
This award recognizes an IWEA individual who has and
continues to provide significant contributions to the
Illinois Water Environment Association over at least a 25
year membership. Toby has been a major contributor to
the Association. He was the President in 1987-88 and
treasurer/secretary for the Association 1984-86. Toby has
served as a WEF director 2002-2005, and he has been in
charge of the exhibitors the past few years.
Amanda Withers was the recipient of the first IWEA
Young Professional Award. This award recognizes a
young professional for significant contributions to the
IWEA. Amanda was recognized for many of her contributions to the IWEA. She served as Chair of the Program

16 IWEA Awards Presented
12 Technical Sessions
9 WEF Awards Presented
$830 raised during Science Fair Fundraiser
$1000 donated to IIT Haiti Outreach Project
IWEA ANNUAL CONFERENCE
2009 AND BEYOND
By Amanda Withers, President-Elect

T

he IWEA Board is considering an every other or
every third year rotation of joint Annual
Conferences with ISAWWA beginning in 2009. The
Peoria area worked out very well for the Conference this
year, with record setting attendance. Therefore, we are
looking at the new Embassy Suites Hotel & Conference
Center in East Peoria as a possibility for 2010 and 2012. It
just opened in January 2008 and is a gorgeous and well
laid out facility which would allow our Conference to
grow even larger over the next several years. With the
possibility of wastewater operator continuing education
units (CEU’s) in the near future and ever-increasing
attendance at our Annual Conferences, a conference center seemed like the next logical step.
If you would like to give your input or have questions
about the future of the IWEA Annual Conference, feel free
to email me at awithers@cmtengr.com.
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YOUNG PROFESSIONALS
TOUR SHEDD AQUARIUM
By Brandon J. Celaya,
Young Professionals Committee Chair

O

n April 19, the Young Professionals Committee
hosted a “behind the scenes” tour of the Shedd
Aquarium. Allen LaPointe, director of water systems and analysis, was willing to take time out of his day
to show us some of the things that make the Shedd
Aquarium one of the best in the country. Water treatment is a high priority as nine out of 10 deaths at the
aquarium can be contributed to problems with water
quality. Our very entertaining tour started with the facilities for small creature care, followed by the Shedd’s testing laboratories. The last part of the tour showed the
water treatment facilities. The Shedd’s treatment
process currently operates at a high level of reuse with a
goal of 100 percent reuse in 10 years. At the conclusion
of the tour, YPs were given the opportunity to visit the
Aquarium. After a morning on their feet, a group of YPs
met at Kroll’s South Loop for a pizza lunch. This event
had excellent attendance, and the YP Committee would
like to thank those of you who took time out of your
Saturday to attend. Also, a special thanks to Purenza Wu
for organizing the tour with the Shedd Aquarium.

YP Shedd Tour Group at Kroll’s
THANK YOU TO OUR ANNUAL
CONFERENCE SPECIAL EVENTS
SPONSORS:
Presidential Level
Crawford, Murphy & Tilly, Inc.
Gold Level
Baxter & Woodman, Inc.
Flow – Technics, Inc.
PDC Laboratories, Inc.
Peterson & Matz, Inc.
RJN Group, Inc.
Silver Level
Gasvoda & Associates, Inc.
Hydroaire, Inc.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
JANUARY
Christopher G. Bergmann Thouvenot, Wade & Moerchen Inc.
Craig Mansholt
Darryl Paul Carstensen, Malcolm Pirnie, Inc.
David Mullinix
Dhesikan Venkatesan
John Sheaffer, Sheaffer & Roland Inc.
Karen M Bodach, Baxter & Woodman Inc.
Michelle Stewart, Stewart Spreading Inc.
Robert Lee Kelley, Bloomington & Normal WRD
Sarah F. Hasan
Tim R. Coleman, CH2M HILL
Valerie Benning, In-Pipe Technology
FEBRUARY
Bob Wedell, Metropolitan Industries Inc.
David Cole, Mueller Company
Dale A. Wagner, Fox Metro Water Recl. District
Felimaur Rosero Flauta, MWRDGC
Franklin D. Hayes, MWRDGC
Gary Adams, Village of Oswego
Gary Hutter
Joel Koenig
Nathan Mau, City of Wauconda
Robert L. Kelley, Regenesis
Stephen Dennison, Engineering Enterprises Inc.
Thaddeus Dzierzbicki, Engineered Earth Systems
Darrin Boyer, City of Plano
MARCH
Abbas Bhikhapurawala, MWRDGC
Adam Decker, City of Robinson WWTP
Asbury Greg, Mactec
Bipinbhai Patel, MWRDGC
Brent Perz, Baxter & Woodman, Inc.
Brian Quick, City of Naperville
Carolyn Brown
Charles Linkenheld, Green Turtle America LTD
Christina Castle, MWRDGC
Daniel Wilson, Montelo LTD
David Today, City of Naperville
Elaine Kaufmann, PDC Laboratories
Geeta Rijal, MWRDGC
Ghanshyam Patel, MWRDGC
Holly Hirchert, Illinois EPA
Janet Clutters, PDC Laboratories
Jeff Smith, Aero-Mod, Inc.
Joe Koronkowski, Illinois EPA
John Hummel, Benton & Associates, Inc.
Joseph Kratzer, MWRDGC
Josh Kathrinus, American Bottoms WWTF
Kamlesh Patel, MWRDGC
Keith Smith, MWRDGC
Ken Ward, Ruekert/Mielke
Laura C. Drumm, Robinson Engineering Ltd.
Leslie Todd Ivie
Michael Thorstenson, Greeley & Hansen
Movva Reddy, MPR Engineering Corp, Inc.
Nancy R. Sisson, Illinois EPA
Nathan Davis, Crawford, Murphy & Tilly, Inc.
Paul Shadrake, CTE
Pinakin Desai, MWRDGC
Richard Gore, MWRDGC
Robert Wooldridge, Thermal Process Systems
Saeed Patel, MWRDGC

Sanjay Patel, MWRDGC
Sean M. Myers, MWRDGC
Sonia O'Dell, Fox Metro WRD
Stephen Mccracken, The Conservation Foundation
Steven Arahood, Maurer-Stutz, Inc.
Steven F. Linhardt
Subhash Patel, MWRDGC
Timothy Grimm, Rempe-Sharpe & Assoc.
Zon Stephens, City of Robinson WWTP

from the SHED . . . promoting the understanding of
nonpoint source issues, including storm water and watershed management
By Dan Bounds, Watershed Management Committee Chair

T

he Watershed Management Committee hosted its
Watershed Management Symposium at the IWEA
Annual Conference on Thursday, March 20, 2008.
Approximately 40 people attended to discuss timely
watershed management topics, including funding, regulations, and new available tools and resources. Lunch
was served as Dan Bounds kicked off the symposium with
an overview of Illinois’ organized watershed groups and
current water quality challenges. More than 90 organized
watershed groups and ecosystem partnerships exist in
Illinois, with some common goals but unique characteristics and challenges.
Christine Urban, USEPA Region 5, provided an extensive
overview of available watershed management tools,
resources, and funding opportunities at the federal level.
Christine gave an overview of database tools such as the
Midwest Spatial Decision Support System, formed to
develop, promote, and disseminate web-based watershed management decision support systems for use in
Midwestern watersheds. She also introduced watershed
plan builder tools available from USEPA, and several
other available watershed management tools. She presented issues related to watershed based NPDES permitting and gave successful examples. Christine provided a
handout of an extensive amount of information and
resources available from USEPA, and announced
Assessment and Watershed Protection Program Grants
that are available for 2008.
Amy Walkenbach, Manager of the Nonpoint Source Unit
for IEPA Bureau of Water, presented watershed management programs and perspectives at the state level. She
presented progress with TMDLs in Illinois and an
overview of the Clean Lakes Program, the Lake Education
Assistance Program, and Section 319 Program funding.
Amy gave insights into IEPA perspectives on watershed
based permitting and pollutant trading programs.
Melissa Smith, Outreach Coordinator for Partners for
Conservation, Illinois Department of Natural Resources
(IDNR), presented resources available from INDR. She
gave an overview of the Partners for Conservation
Program and funding assistance available, as well as
information and requirements of several other IDNR
sponsored programs with available watershed management funding, including the Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program, the Landowner Incentive
Program, the Conservation Stewardship Program, the
Illinois Wildlife Action Plan, and the Illinois Habitat Fund.
Melissa provided several handouts with information
about these programs.

Two of Illinois’ most organized
and well developed watershed
groups provided an overview of their
formation and current watershed
management activities. The DuPage
River Salt Creek Workgroup (DRSCW) was represented by
Stephen McCracken of The Conservation Foundation.
Stephen explained how the workgroup was formed and
how its municipality, public agency, and consulting
membership work together to achieve workgroup goals in
360 square miles of watershed, including watershed
model development, special studies into dissolved oxygen, chloride and other impairments, and habitat evaluations. The workgroup is working to build technical and
stakeholder support for dam modification projects to
improve in stream dissolved oxygen and ecological conditions. Funding is provided by dues paid by memberships that are used as matching funds for IEPA grants and
member in-kind services.
The Fox River Study Group (FRSG) was represented by
Paul Anderson of the Illinois Institute of Technology. Paul
provided an overview of FRSG formation and current
efforts in over 2,600 square miles of watershed. The study
group’s municipal, special district, and agency contributors are assisted by numerous in-kind contributors working together to develop watershed models to study nutrient, dissolved oxygen, and other impairments.
Attendees gained insights into the advantages of smaller
watershed groups with respect to more focused studies
and logistics for meetings, etc., as well as advantages of
larger watershed groups with respect to broad stakeholder input and leveraging funding. More information on
the activities of these watershed groups is available at
www.drscw.org and www.foxriverstudygroup.org.
The symposium wrapped up with open forum questions
and discussions with regulatory representatives and
watershed group leadership. Attendees heard about far
more tools and programs than they thought existed to
assist with watershed management, achieving the symposium’s goals. Please contact Dan Bounds at the number or email address below for more information about
the symposium and the information discussed.
If you are interested in watershed management topics
and would like to join IWEA’s Watershed Management
Committee, please contact Watershed Management
Committee Chair Dan Bounds at BoundsDG@cdm.com
or (312) 346-5000.
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SJWP CANDIDATE WORKS HARD

FOR

HER FUTURE

AND FOR A

CURE

By Larry Ziemba, Public Education and Student Affairs Committee

D

aria Zelasko, a student at
the University of Illinois,
Urbana-Champaign
Campus, has received numerous
awards from IWEA, beginning
when she was a student at Mother
Theodore Guerin High School in
River Grove. Her awards include
our Senior Division Clean Water
Award Grand Prize and Illinois
Stockholm Junior Water Prize,
each, three times (2003 – 2005).
Furthermore, in 2006, she won
our Technical Presentation Award acknowledging the
most outstanding paper presented at our Annual
Conference.
In 2003, Daria was the first recipient of the Illinois
Stockholm Junior Water Prize. As our 2005 Illinois SJWP
winner, she was selected as one of three finalists at the
National SJWP competition when her research project
was chosen as one of the top three from the 46 state SJWP
winners at the National Competition. Her research project, done as a high school student, studied indigenous
bacterial remediation, culminating a three year study of
the use of naturally occurring microbes to degrade or
transform water contaminants into nontoxic forms.

“This is a cause near and dear to my heart after
being diagnosed with thyroid cancer during
my freshman year in college.”
Daria is a junior at the University of Illinois UrbanaChampaign Campus studying Bioengineering, majoring
in Biomaterials with a minor in Chemistry. Daria is currently working under the guidance of Professor Danao of
the Department of Agricultural and Biological
Engineering, whose interests are biological applications
of biosensor technology, optical sensing, ultrasound,
enzyme stabilization, and biocatalysis. Daria has been
conducting biosensing research for Professor Danao that
seeks to reconstitute bioactive cellulose and corn zein
membranes from ionic liquids. The stability and dissolution properties of ionic liquids identify them as prime,
environmentally friendly solvents for biosensing applications in place of traditional volatile organic media.
After graduation, Daria intends to continue her studies in
graduate school with a focus on nanomedicine and drug
delivery systems. Nanomedicine is the medical application of nanotechnology. Nanotechnology broadly refers
to a field of applied science and technology whose unifying theme is the control of matter on the atomic and molecular scale, normally one to 100 nanometers; and the
fabrication of devices with critical dimensions that lie
within that size range. It covers areas such as nanoparti-
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cle drug delivery and possible future applications of molecular nanotechnology and nanovaccinology (for additional information on these technologies, search Google
or Wikipedia). Of particular interest to the water environment professional is that current problems with
nanomedicine involve understanding the issues related
to toxicity and the environmental impact of nanoscale
materials.
Daria has been actively involved with the Society of
Women Engineers (SWE) since her freshman year and has
served on a variety of committees and several elected
positions. The SWE strives to establish engineering as a
desirable career choice for women, and does so through
various outreach, diversity, recruitment, and professional
development events and initiatives. Daria states that “it
has been a fantastic support system and I have been honored to serve as Web-Based Information Director and
Secretary over the years. I also look forward to my recently elected role as Internal Vice President.”
Also, she is currently active on SWE's Community Service
Committee, helping to organize the American Cancer
Society's Relay for Life at the University of Illinois. Daria
says that “this is a cause near and dear to my heart after
being diagnosed with thyroid cancer during my freshman
year in college.” On the very day of Relay for Life 2006, she
was diagnosed with thyroid cancer and, fortunately, after
surgery and radiation, she is now a two-year survivor. As
a result of her experiences and the people that she has
met during them, she became increasingly involved with
Colleges Against Cancer (CAC). This past year, Daria
served as a Survivorship Co-Chair, and she indicates that
“I am very excited for my upcoming role as CAC Vice
President!”

If you are interested in helping Daria and the Illinois
SWE in their efforts at the American Cancer Society's
Relay for Life at the University of Illinois, online donations can be made at her team's website page at
http://main.acsevents.org/goto/SWE08.

T hird Q uarter Financial Report
By Debra Ness, Treasurer
An audit of the financial records of the association was
done by an independent third party. The results from the
audit showed the records to be in good shape. Some
suggestions were made to improve the books for audit
purposes and consistency of accounts from year to year.
During the third quarter, I have kept busy. This is a time
These suggestions will be incorporated into the books.
when IWEA conducts a large portion of its educational
programs. The Government Affairs Committee, along
During the third quarter, IWEA had an income of
with Central States Water Environment Association, put
$66,334.47 and expenses of $19,130.77. The net gain for
on a very successful conference this past January. The
the quarter is $47,203.70.
location was new, and attendance to the conference
increased quite a bit from 2007. The change proved to be
Financial Statement at the end of the third quarter is:
favorable for this annual meeting. The Industrial
Pretreatment Committee partnered with the Industrial
Bank Accounts
Water, Waste and Sewage Group again to host its annual
dinner meeting. The meeting was once again well attendCommunity Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $78,500.53
ed. The Annual Conference in Peoria was a great success.
Science Fair Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,195.33
Preliminary figures show that IWEA netted just over
$41,000. This will help IWEA to fund the remaining proAsset Accounts
grams throughout the year. Once again, the golf putting
contest fundraiser was held. A total of $830.00 was
12 Month Reserve CD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $11,413.51
collected. These funds will go to support the Clean Water
24 Month Reserve CD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $11,405.74
Awards for the Illinois Junior Academy of Sciences. A
detailed report on the Annual Conference income and
Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $104,505.11
expenses will be provided to the Executive Board at its
next meeting.

T

he Third quarter of the fiscal year is already here . . .
Wow! I cannot believe that I am closing in on my
first year as IWEA Treasurer.

The Annual Report to the Illinois Secretary of State under
the General Not for Profit Corporation Act was filed during the third quarter of the fiscal year. This report was
filed in March and provided notice of the election of new
officers.
ILLINOIS WATER ENVIRONMENT ASSOCIATION 2008-2009 COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Annual Conference
Dennis Priewe
Rock River Water Reclamation
P.O. Box 7480
Rockford, IL 61126-7480
815/387-7634
815/387-7538 Fax
dpriewe@rrwrd.dst.il.us

Electrical Power, Energy And
Controls
David Tucker
CDM
125 S. Wacker Dr., Ste. 600
Chicago, IL 60606
312/346-5000
tuckerdd@cdm.com

Local Arrangements
Larry N. Hughes
Maurer Stutz, Inc.
7615 N. Harker Drive
Peoria, IL 61615
309/693-7615
309/693-7616 Fax
lnhughes@maurerstutzinc.com

Awards
Patricia Schatz
Kankakee Municipal Utility
850 N. Hobbie Ave.
Kankakee, IL 60901
815/933-0487
815/933-8762 Fax
peschatz@citykankakee-il.gov

Governmental Affairs
Jay Patel
Illinois EPA
9511 W. Harrison St.
3rd Floor - Bureau of Water
Des Plaines, IL 60016
847/294-4036
847/294-4058 Fax
jay.patel@illinois.gov

Marketing
Linda Smith-Vargo
Crawford, Murphy & Tilly, Inc.
600 N. Commons Drive, St. 107
Aurora, IL 60504
630/820-1022
630/820-0350 Fax
lsmithvargo@cmtengr.com

Biosolids
Thomas Granato
MWRDGC
R & D Laboratory
6001 W. Pershing Rd
Cicero, IL 60804-4112
708/588-4059
708/780-6706 Fax
thomas.granato@mwrd.org
Collection Facilities
Al Hollenbeck
RJN Group
200 W. Front St.
Wheaton. IL 60187
630/682-4700
630/682-4754 Fax
ahollenbeck@rjn.com

Industrial Treatment
Kam Law
CTE/AECOM
303 E. Wacker Dr., Ste. 600
Chicago, IL 60601
312/373-6791
312/373-6868 Fax
kam.law@cte.aecom.com
Laboratory
Sharon Hawkins
Rochelle Utilities
Rochelle, IL 61068
815/561-2067
815/562-5475 Fax
shawkins@rmu.net

Membership
Fredrick Wu
MWRDGC
111 E. Erie St.
Chicago, IL 60611
312/751-4025
312/751-4028 Fax
frederick.wu@mwrdgc.dst.il.us
Newsletter
Charles Corley
Illinois EPA
4302 N. Main St.
Rockford, IL 61103
815/987-7760
815/987-7005 Fax
charles.corley@illinois.gov

Nominating
Open
Plant Operations
Greg Garbs
1601 Sharon Rd.
Streator, IL 61364
815/672-2653
815/257-2653 (Cell)
815/672-4505 Fax
strtrwwtp@verizon.net
Program
Eric Cockerill
CTE /AECOM
303 E. Wacker Dr., Ste. 600
Chicago, IL 60601
312/373-6678
eric.cockerill@cte.aecom.com
Public Education & Student
Affairs
Norm Rose
835 S. Wilmette Ave.
Westmont, IL 60559
630/960-2786
nrose835@sbcglobal.net
Safety
Mark Termini
Village of Addison
711 N. Addison Rd.
Addison, IL 60101
630/279-2140
630/279-0654 Fax
MTermini@addison-il.org

Student Chapters
Lou Storino
MWRDGC
Engineering Dept.
111 E. Erie St.
Chicago, IL 60611
312/751-3167
louis.storino@mwrd.org
Watershed Management
Dan Bounds
CDM
125 S. Wacker Dr., Ste. 600
Chicago, IL 60606
312/346-5000
boundsdg@cdm.com
Website
Mary Johnson
Rock River Water Reclamation
P.O. Box 7480
Rockford, IL 61126-7480
815/387-7523
815/387-7526 Fax
mjohnson@rrwrd.dst.il.us
Young Professionals
Brandon Celaya
CDM
125 S. Wacker Dr., Ste. 600
Chicago, IL 60606
312/346-5000
312/346-5228 Fax
celayabj@cdm.com
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STUDENT CHAPTER COMMITTEE
By Lou Storino, Student Chapter Committee Chair

W

EF’s Student Membership program has been
operational for over 25 years and has over 1,000
participants. The program was created for those
students who are regularly enrolled in colleges, universities, or other technical programs and spend at least onehalf of their time on academic course work or equivalent.
Over the years, WEF has expanded and improved upon
the services offered to its Student Members in an effort to
enhance and facilitate both their current studies and their
transition into the working environment. Benefits and
advantages to students include:
• Resources to establish themselves in the water quality
field
• Information through the WEF periodicals and seminars
• Meeting and interacting with professionals in the industry
• Recognition in competition, scholarships, leadership
• Mentoring and employment guidance
• Low membership costs
• Free registration to WEFTEC ®
Illinois currently has three Student Chapters: Illinois
Institute of Technology (IIT), Northwestern University
and University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (U of I).
We have made initial contact with the University of
Illinois at Chicago and hope to have a student chapter
started there by the end of this year. Concurrently, we will
be working on laying the groundwork to establish a
student chapter at Bradley University.
Students at the U of I Chapter entered the student design
competition at WEFTEC07 in San Diego. This year,
students from IIT will participate in the student design
competition at WEFTEC08 in Chicago.
IWEA members are encouraged to support the Student
Chapter at their alma maters. If you are interested in par
ticipating on the Student Chapter Committee, please
contact Lou Storino at louis.storino@mwrd.org.

FROM

THE

UNDERGROUND

continued from page 2

The seminar program included half hour presentations
followed by New Product demonstrations. A luncheon
was then served while attendees mingled with exhibitors,
and a raffle was held for a number of great prizes. We
would like to thank the 15 exhibitors, many of whom contributed multiple raffle items. Special thanks also go to
Dan and Elisa Peterson of GETUM, Inc. for coordinating
the exhibits and to Mary Johnson of Rock River Water
Reclamation District for her assistance throughout the
planning of the event.
Exhibitors included:
· EJ Equipment, Inc.
· ELAN Technologies
· Flow-Technics, Inc.
· FulLife Safety Center
· Gasvoda & Associates
· GETUM, Inc.
· Insituform
· JM Process Systems
· Marathon Materials, Inc.
· The Nelson Agency
· RJN Group, Inc.
· Sauereisen
· Sheridan Plumbing & Sewer, Inc.
· Trenchless Innovation
· Visu-Sewer
The Collection Facilities Committee will soon be planning the 2008 seminar. We hope to see even more attendees and exhibitors there this November!
Anyone interested in joining the Collection Facilities
Committee should contact Al Hollenbeck at
(630) 682-4700.
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