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Let’s discuss welding safety and making sure
that you understand the safety precautions,
procedures and personal protection
equipment necessary for welding. The staff,
most likely the maintenance staff at your
facility, should be properly trained and
knowledgeable of welding safety. Welding
is typically found in most industries and
the wastewater industry is no exception.
Everyone needs to be aware and have
knowledge of the safety required. Whether
it is maintenance staff or outside contractors
who are preforming welding, all the safety
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precautions should be followed and observed.
The personal protective equipment (PPE)

should cover the face, especially your eyes,
hands, and any part of the body that might
be exposed during the welding process.
Without the proper PPE, the hazards that
you are exposed to may cause severe burns,
injury and possibly death.
Let’s remember when welding - it’s HOT.
Burns can be avoided. Personal protection
equipment would include but is not limited
to:
• Proper welding helmet - Helmets must
have the proper filter lens and cover
plates to comply with regulated codes
to be protected from flying debris,
spatter, sparks and from radiant
energy.
• Hand shields - Welding gloves that are
worn should be insulated, dry and in
good condition.
• Welding goggles – Goggles should be
worn under your helmet to protect
See more on page 5
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Water’s Worth It
By Dan Bounds, IWEA President

We continue to face many challenges in our water

from expert speakers and exhibitors. We’re also making

environment.

more

program enhancements for 2014 suggested via IWEA

stringent requirements, rising energy costs, water

member feedback from 2013. IWEA’s golf outing was

supply shortages, wet weather management issues,

on June 7th at the Links of Carillon and again was a big

and other challenges test our limited resources and

success, raising money for the scholarships we provide;

ability to provide cost-

kudos to Mark Halm for planning another great outing.

effective solutions.

But

The MWRDGC Stickney Plant tour was held on June

as always, water’s worth

27th, with a sold out crowd. Thanks to Lee Melcher and

it. New ideas and creative

MWRDGC staff for organizing the event. The Safety

solutions are emerging

Day Seminar was held on July 25th, in Addison, and

to meet these challenges.

the Lab Skills Workshop on August 8th in Aurora.

Evolving

regulations

with

Integrated planning approaches are being encouraged
by regulatory agencies where there are competing

Our next event is the Nutrient Removal and Recovery

or overlapping regulatory program requirements.

Workshop on September 12th in Addison. See our

Treatment technology advancements hope to meet

website for more details on these events. WEFTEC,

more stringent effluent requirements. Reclaimed water

the Water Environment Federation’s annual technical

opportunities, integrated water resources planning,

exhibition and conference, is the largest water quality

and conservation programs are working to address

event in the world and will be in Chicago this year at

water supply shortages, and green infrastructure

McCormick Place South October 5th through 9th.

approaches are helping to improve water quality and
wet weather management. IWEA’s executive board

Please help me in reaching out to people in our profession

and committee members are committed to monitoring

that are not yet members of IWEA to promote these

current water resources issues and trends and keep you

events and explain the education and networking

in the know through this newsletter, special seminars,

benefits of membership and attendance, especially for

and WATERCON, the annual conference.

young professionals. Expanding and diversifying our
membership is essential to our ongoing success. Have a

Planning for WATERCON 2014 is well underway. We
are working to maintain the long-standing tradition
of bringing industry-leading information to attendees
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great summer - enjoy the water!

Delegates’ Corner
By Tim Kluge, Delegate 2014

John and Tim both participated in the Providence,

include one for paid MA staff and for Operators of the

Rhode Island WEFMAX meeting in early May.

Future; MA board and committee chair communities

Attendees included 50 Member Association (MA)

are being piloted.

leaders representing 20 MAs, along with five WEF
staff and leaders.

One presentation on a technical topic was an overview

Among the updates from WEF was an announcement
that discussions are ongoing with the Ad Council
(think Smokey the Bear, crash test dummies, and
McGruff the Crime Dog ads) on a possible campaign
promoting the ‘Value of Water.’ At this time, the focus
of the campaign is expected to be the urgent need for
water infrastructure investments. If this campaign
goes forward, WEF will likely solicit MA financial
support that will be leveraged with other sources.

of work being done by the House of Delegates’ NonDispersibles Workgroup. This group is participating
with many other organizations, including the
American

Public

Works

Association,

National

Association of Clean Water Agencies, several MAs,
and the Association of the Nonwoven Fabrics Industry
examining better management of so-called “flushable”
products. A WEF webcast discussing the problems
with these materials is archived at https://www1.
gotomeeting.com/register/538487745.

Also, WEF has included into its business plan a focus

Many other presentations highlighted programs

on resource recovery opportunities currently practiced

and activities of MAs represented at the meeting,

or available to the wastewater industry, including

including committee structures and functions, public

water, energy, and nutrient resources. At the time of

information materials, and overall MA functions.

the WEFMAX meeting, a publication entitled “The

These ideas are helpful for IWEA as we seek to improve

Energy Roadmap: A Water and Wastewater Utility

our value for our members. WEFMAX meetings are

Guide to More Sustainable Energy Management” was

open to all MA leaders, and we look forward to hosting

on the verge of being released by WEF, and a similar

a WEFMAX in 2016.

nutrient roadmap document is expected in about nine
Finally, we learned at the meeting that Martin Richard,

months.

the eight-year old boy killed in the Boston Marathon
WEF staff noted that the WEFCOM web site, http://

bombing, was the son of a New England WEA member

wefcom.wef.org/WEF/Home,

add

employed by an environmental services company.

communities for information sharing among various

News of the WEF link to the tragedy made the world

interest groups. Both technical and administrative

seem just a little bit smaller and more connected for

areas are included. New communities recently added

WEFMAX attendees.

continues

to
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LabOratory

By Josh Kathrinus, Lab Committee member

The laboratory at American Bottoms wastewater
treatment facility is readily available when process
upsets occur. Additional sampling, receipt, testing and
dissemination of results by the lab are often a key part of
the plant’s resurgence to stability. We even have special
blue Chain of Custodies (COCs) to alert the lab about
these special requests that require immediate attention.
From August 2012 through May 2013, we used so many
blue COCs that they did not seem special anymore! Extra
testing with quick turnaround time (TAT) became the
norm rather than the exception. What was happening?
The plant was experiencing some unprecedented process
issues with foaming, filamentous bulking, and oily scum
that had the company challenged on how to resolve.
Some requests are easier to test and report quickly since
the analysis is already scheduled each day, for example
total suspended solids (TSS). The lab received about six
extra plant effluent grab samples each day for TSS results
which would help Operations trend effluent quality
versus only having the routine 24-hour composite tested.
Phosphorous is another example. We learned that
lack of ortho-phosphorus could promote filamentous
growth. Therefore, instead of only testing the plant
effluent composite, which was our routine, the laboratory
tested upstream samples also, such as mixed liquor and
secondary influent. Metals concentrations can impact
the performance of nitrification microorganisms, and
when nitrification was impacted by the process upset, the
requests for metals testing of influent locations and the
mixed liquor also increased. Although we do not have
the throughput of daily testing like the aforementioned
tests, additional semivolatile organics samples were
tested to understand degradation performance and
nitrification inhibition.
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The lab also added testing based on the needs of the
plant: H2S using a Hach test kit, along with chemical
oxygen demand (CODs) and volatile acids using Hach
digestion vials, a heating block and a spectrophotometer.
Interestingly, all of these constituents provide information
on the growth of filamentous or foaming microorganisms
which inhibit the solids settling in clarifiers. The H2S
analysis was done in the field since immediate testing
was required. The volatile acids were tested daily in the
lab from various process locations and influent sources.
High levels of these parameters promote filamentous
growth. The CODs were also performed on a daily basis
and were useful for understanding the organic loading
with a same day TAT versus the antiquated biochemical
oxygen demand (BOD) test.
Some non-routine testing included the QC Chemist
gram staining mixed liquor samples for microscopic
examination. Further enhancement of viewing the
microorganisms was provided by the acquisition of
a phase contrast microscope. Total residual chlorine
(TRC) was rarely tested; however, sodium hypochlorite
was added to the process to damage the filamentous
bacteria. This addition required a daily check of plant
effluent TRC. Further, sodium hypochlorite loading
into the process was determined from bioreactor testing
of TRC residual upon increased dosages. We also
developed sequencing batch bioreactors to evaluate what
volatile acid and/or alcohol constituents promoted the
most growth of the filamentous bacteria.
The blue COCs for special testing are still received, but
at a more moderate pace now. This return to more stable
operations is welcome, but the lab will always respond to
the needs of the plant.

A New Generation of Environmentalists
By Mary Johnson, Delegate 2016 and Corporate Secretary

Several IWEA leaders have welcomed new babies to
their families. Congratulations to:

First Vice President Lou Storino and his wife Anaa on
the birth of their daughter Mariana on May 10, 2013.

Young Professionals Chair Dan Small and his wife
Traci on the birth of their son Noah Daniel on
July 15, 2013.

Scholarship Chair Carlee Schnarhorst and her
husband Matt on the birth of their son Jaxon Gregory
on May 14, 2013.

President Elect Kendra Sveum and her husband Peter
on the birth of their daughter Clara Vienne on
June 3, 2013.

Past President Dr. Krishna Pagilla and his wife
Sreetha on the birth of their daughter Kalyani on
August 3, 2012.

Continued from page 1

your eyes from flying debris. Be sure that you have the
correct filter lens for your helmet or goggles.
• Foot and leg protection – Wear boots in good condition
and leather spats to protect your leg area. To prevent
electric shock, rubber soled shoes should be worn.
• Fire resistant clothing - Clothing should be heavy
cotton or wool material for protection.

Health Concerns
The metals to be welded may or may not have some type of
coating. Coatings could be paint or other types of protective
sealants which may give off hazardous fumes and/or gases
when the welding process is in progress. All precautions
must be taken to ensure that proper ventilation is available
during entire welding procedure. When possible, the
coatings should be removed from the metals to minimize the
hazard during the welding process. Welding areas should be
isolated from other work areas; fumes and gases emitted will
require ventilation.
• The proper Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) should
be reviewed for shielding gases.

• Cylinders should be properly secured.
• Do not weld in wet areas to prevent electrical hazards.
• Hoses, valves and connections are required to be
maintained and checked for wear before each use.
Avoid hazards during welding
by developing proper working
procedures for your site. Keep
welding areas clean from debris
and/or combustibles to ensure
that possible fire related incidents
can be avoided. Require that
only personnel who are trained
in proper welding techniques and
safety procedures associated with welding be permitted to
perform such maintenance on site.
Remember to follow all company policies and required
protocol set to protect you and everyone at your work site
and always know where that “HOT SPOT” is located at
your facility.
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High Efficiency Aeration
By Dan Blum, P. E., Energy, Power and Controls Committee

This is the first of a two-part series that will discuss

control was conducted

the current advancements in municipal diffused

using manual valves.

aeration. This article will cover the improvements in the

The newest technology

technology of aeration diffusers. The second will discuss

is capable of increased

the improvements in the technology of aeration blowers,

energy

and blower controls used to deliver the air to the tank.

regulating the blower

savings

by

speeds as a function of
Diffused aeration consists of a blower that delivers

the dissolved oxygen

pressurized air to diffusers located below the water

(DO) content, and the use of fine-bubble diffusers

surface and is the dominant technology at municipalities

contribute to additional energy savings.

Cost of Too Much DO

Coarse-bubble diffusers, part of the early designs,
provided reliable service but inadequate oxygen transfer
efficiencies and excessive power consumption. The
one advantage of the coarse-bubble diffusers was the
negligible clogging issues, eliminating down time and
providing for low maintenance.
Fine-bubble diffusers are currently the dominant
technology. They
come in various
shapes and sizes,

in the US. This process can consume in excess of 55%

including

of the wastewater treatment facility’s energy use and

tubes,

represents approximately 30% of the facility’s operating

and plates. The construction materials include porous

costs.

ceramics, EPDM, or other perforated plastics. The result

discs,
domes

are small, one to three mm bubbles that have large
The aeration process provides an aerobic environment for

surface areas and provide for longer residence times

the microbial degradation of municipal wastewater. The

under water, both of which contribute to their excellent

oxygen is provided for metabolizing the microorganisms,

oxygen transfer efficiency.

whereas the air flow provides the mixing necessary
for the process to proceed. Historically, this process

The considerations for an upgrade to fine-bubble

consisted of using positive displacement or centrifugal

diffusers should include the potential loss of mixing in

blowers, in combination with coarse-bubble diffusers.

the tank, and the increased pressure demand on the air

The blowers were operated at full speed, and any air flow

blowers. Additionally, the fine-bubble diffusers are more
Continued on page 12
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Plant Profile
By Greg Garbs, Plant Operations Vice Chair

Streator Wastewater
Treatment Facility

The Streator Wastewater Treatment Facility has been in
continual operation since 1955. The original plant was
a complete mix activated sludge plant with rectangular
primary and secondary clarifiers. The facility was
upgraded in 1989 to include a new influent pump
station, preliminary treatment, oxidation ditch and
clarifiers. The solids handling system was upgraded
to a two meter wide Komline Gravity Belt Thickener,
lime stabilization, and sludge storage for annual land
application on local farm fields.
The City of Streator maintains a service area of
approximately 10 square miles, and owns 88 miles
of sanitary sewers, nine sanitary lift stations and
two stormwater pump stations. In 1992, the City of
Streator entered into an operating agreement with
Veolia Water to operate and maintain the treatment
plant and sanitary and storm lift stations.

Location

Streator, Illinois
Project Manager

Greg Garbs

Influent Design
Daily Average Flow

3.3 MGD

Daily Max Flow

10.8 MGD

BOD loading

250 mg/L

TSS loading

166 mg/L

Ammonia loading

16 mg/L

Effluent Requirements

Daily Max

Weekly Avg Monthly Avg

CBOD

20

10

TSS

24

12

Ammonia (Apr – May, Sep-Oct)

2.5

1.0

Ammonia (Jun-Aug)

2.5

Ammonia (Nov – Feb)

3.2

3.1

Ammonia (March)

2.9

1.5

D.O.

4.0 (Min)

Fecal Coliform (May – Oct)

<400

2.3

4.5

0.9

>6.0

Chlorine

0.05

Zinc

0.076

Effluent Performance
Average flow

2.49 MGD

CBOD

<2.0 mg/L

TSS

6.0 mg/L

Ammonia

0.02 mg/L

D.O.

>6 Mg/L

The design of the plant consists of both liquid and
solids handling processes. The liquid treatment process
utilizes a mechanically cleaned barscreen, three ring
Orbal oxidation ditch, two 110 ft diameter final circular
clarifiers, chlorination and dechlorination. There are
two combined sewer overflow facilities on the plant site
consisting of first flush capture, primary treatment,
chlorination and discharge. The solids handling
process features a sludge holding tank, two meter
Komline gravity belt thickener, lime stabilization,
and sludge storage. Side stream flows are directed
back to the influent pump station for reintroduction
to the process. Storm water first flush is collected
in equalization tanks and held for later processing
through the sanitary system. The plant has a SCADA
system that provides oversight of the wastewater
treatment plant.
Continued on page 11
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NUTRIENT REMOVAL AND
RECOVERY WORKSHOP UPDATE
By Nutrient Removal and Recovery Committee Chair Mark Halm and Vice Chair Kam Law

Morning Session: 9:30 a.m.
• Keynote Address by Dr. J.B. Neethling, Ph.D.,
P.E., BCEE of HDR - Dr. Neethling is heading
WERF’s nutrients research challenge, a fiveyear, multi-phase effort that is investigating
the issues surrounding nutrient removal to
extremely low levels. Of particular concern
for Neethling and his team are the dissolved
organic nutrients that could affect a treatment
plant’s ability to meet regulations.

• Four Case Studies Highlighting Process
Operations to Achieve Nutrient Removal

• USEPA Regulatory Update

Medinah Shriners
550 N. Shriners Drive, Addison IL 60101

• MWRDG Stickney Pilot Study and Process
Selection for Centrate Phosphorus Recovery

Lunch and Exhibitors of Nutrient Removal and
Recovery Technologies

Good News!
By Pat Schatz, Awards Chair

Debra Shore and Dr. Krishna Pagilla are national WEF
Award Winners!
Dr. Krishna Pagilla has been selected by the WEF Board
of Trustees as the 2013 recipient of the Camp Applied
Research Award.
Debra Shore has been selected by the WEF Board of
Trustees as one of the 2013 recipients of the Public
Official Award.
They will receive their awards at the WEFTEC 2013 in
Chicago this October and will be recognized among our
colleagues for their achievements.
Congratulations Krishna and Debra for being selected
for these significant honors!
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Afternoon Session: 1:30 p.m.

Tour of Itasca WWTP
September 12, 2013
7:30 a.m.

2013 IWEA Golf Outing
By Mark Halm, Golf Committee Chair

The outing was held this year at the Links of Carillon
on June 7th. We had a record 101 registrations. The
outing helps support the IWEA Scholarship and
Charitable Contributions Fund. This year we raised
approximately $1,800 dollars.

Scholarship
IWEA supports several scholarships and award
programs, as well as a curriculum designed to teach
middle school students about the water environment:
• Clean Water Scholarship
• Sylvanus Jackson Scholarship
• Clean Water Awards
• Stockholm Junior Water Prize
• Ten Day Water Environment Curriculum

HOLE SPONSORS
AECOM
Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc.
Baxter & Woodman, Inc.
CE Soling & Associates
Donohue & Associates, Inc.
Drydon Equipment Inc.
Flow-Technics, Inc.
Gasvoda & Associates, Inc.

Charitable Giving
IWEA supports several water environment related
non-profit organizations:
• Haiti Outreach, IIT Chapter
• Water for People
• Water Environment Research Foundation
• Engineers Without Borders
Thanks you to all those who helped with the outing,
especially Mark Termini, Laurie Frieders, Mary
Johnson, Cheryl Kunz, and our generous dinner and
hole sponsors.
Photos courtesy of Ted Denning

Greeley and Hansen
Grundfos Chicago
Heartland Controls
Intelligent Design & Construction
Solutions, LLC
Metropolitan Industries, Inc.
Peterson & Matz, Inc.
RHMG Engineers, Inc.
Symbiont

Synagro Technologies, Inc.
WEDA
Xylem Water Solutions USA,
Flygt Products

DINNER SPONSORS
Crawford, Murphy & Tilly, Inc.
IHC Construction Companies, LLC
LAI, Ltd.
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Plant Tour

By Lee Melcher, P. E., Plant Operations Committee member

This year’s Plant Operations Tour was held
on June 27th at the Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District of Greater Chicago
Stickney Wastewater Treatment Plant.
The tour was held to provide industry
professionals with a behind-the-scenes look at one of the
largest treatment plants in the world.
The tour started with a 45 minute introduction by Bill
White, Treatment Plant Operator 3. Bill’s presentation
focused on the service area, collection system and an
overview of the Stickney process train. Next the group split
into two smaller groups, with one heading to treatment
processes and the other to the lab.
The lab section was hosted by John Szafoni and Paul
Poshyvanyk and focused
on
the
Biochemical
Oxygen Demand (BOD5)
and phenol and cyanide
analytical areas. On an
average day, Stickney’s
BOD5 lab will run several
dilutions on approximately 25-30 BOD5 samples from
several different commercial and industrial sites as well as
the Stickney treatment plant and Chicago area waterways.
Samples are analyzed for reporting
to IEPA, to support the User Charge
program and for compliance with
the Sewerage and Waste Control
Ordinance. The BOD5 analyses
are labor intensive and are all
performed by technicians. The
cyanide and phenol analytical lab
is much more automated and uses
dedicated instrumentation to perform the tests. These
instruments are able to analyze many more samples per
day than the old manual methods and have proven to be
reliable and accurate.
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The group then toured the research and development
greenhouse led by Dr. Kuldip Kumar. The purpose of
this facility is to determine the differences between plants
grown in native soil and those grown in soil augmented
with biosolids.
Each group visited the
command center of the
treatment plant where each
element of the treatment
system is monitored and
recorded.
Due to the
impact the weather plays on the District’s role, the weather
is also continually monitored.
Bill White and Pete O’Brien,
Assistant Civil Engineer, provided
a guided bus tour of a few systems
of the treatment plant. The first
stop was the main pump station
for the west facility. Six massive
pumps (consisting of four 194
MGD, 3,000 hp pumps and two
265 MGD, 3,500 hp pumps) lift raw sewage to the aerated
grit system. We were lucky enough to witness the station
pumping at maximum capacity.
After the main pump station, each group was shown the
phosphorus removal pilot test battery and the dewatering
and biosolids disposal area. The dewatered solids are
conveyed to a building where a private entity dries,
packages and sells it as a soil augmentation product or it is
taken offsite for storage.
The IWEA Plant Operations Committee would like to
thank the District and its staff for allowing IWEA to tour
the facility and allowing staff to take time out of their busy
day to present and discuss their facility.

Member Profile
By Greg Cargill, Past President 1994-1995

Ted Dennning, P. E., retired from MSRDGC as of
April 30, 2013. Ted’s environment engineering career
spanned 43 years, including many with the Illinois EPA,
several engineering consultants, and the MWRDGC.
Ted was an original member of IWEA and has served
our organization in multiple capacities, including
President, Director, committee member, and of course
as the IWEA photographer for many, many years!
We at IWEA are grateful for Ted’s many years of faithful
service and wish Ted the very best in retirement!

Continued from page 7

An upgrade to the facility is planned for late 2013 or
early 2014, and will consist of upgrades to the influent
pump station to include VFD’s, level control, and piping
upgrades. The oxidation ditch upgrades will include
D.O. control and replacement upgrades of rotors. The
solids handling upgrades include new sludge pumps and
upgrades to the solids holding tanks. The lift stations
will have SCADA added for remote monitoring.

process. Safety is the number one priority at the facility,
resulting in an impressive 17 years without a lost time
injury. The facility has won the prestigious George
Burke Safety award three times. The staff realizes a
greater sense of ownership and pride in the facility. We
all sleep better at night knowing the integrity of the
Vermilion River is protected through the efforts by the
treatment plant staff.

The facility adopted a Process Control Management
Plan that greatly increased the efficiency of the treatment
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Welcome New Members
By Frederick Wu, Membership Chair

April

May

June

July

Frank Saladino
Village of Rockton

Peter Mulvaney

Troy Skwor
Rockford College

Anna Gupta

Margaret Hollowed
Adam Michael Boeche
Village of Mundelein

Randy Stein
Bloomington Normal
Sanitary District

Jonathan Grabowy
MWRD
Serdar Umur
Damien Anthony Di Vittorio

Kathy Rollins
Stepan Company

Zainab Shah
Parrish Smith
Tom Nagle
Robinson Engineering
Matthew David Jurjovec

Continued from page 6

prone to clogging, which may require regular draining

issues are less prevalent with the flexible membrane

of the tanks for diffuser cleaning or replacement. The

technology, since the membrane pores open in response

flexible membrane diffusers may also require an oil-

to air flow, with the ability to purge the trapped solids.

free air supply to limit the potential damage from the

This is a major advantage in anaerobic digesters, SBRs,

hydrocarbon content.

and anoxic zones, where the on/off aeration cycle is part

The clogging of the fine-bubble diffusers from particulate

of the operation.

in the supply side air has been virtually eliminated with

The typical payback for upgrades from coarse- to fine-

the use of high efficiency filtration. The potential for

bubble diffusers is four to six years, depending on the

biological or chemical clogging, or trapping of solids

process and cost of energy. In the second part of this

during back-flow when the blower is off, are additional

series, we’ll take a look at some recent advancements in

considerations for the use of fine-bubble diffusers. These

blowers and blower control methods.

Attention All Operators
Coming to WATERCON 2014:

IWEA Plant Operators Challenge
Watch coming issues for more details!
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Award Nominations
By Pat Schatz, Awards Chair

Do you know somebody?
Do you know somebody who should be recognized
for their outstanding service to IWEA?
- a committee chair?
- a committee member?
- a member who’s always willing to help and
support the Association?
- a long term member who has mentored,
served, and supported the Association?
Do you know somebody who is an outstanding
wastewater professional?
- an operator?
- a laboratory analyst?
- a young professional?

- a public official?
- an engineer?
Well, if somebody came to mind when you read these
questions, please nominate that “somebody.” IWEA
award nominations are as easy as 1,2,3 …
1. Go to the www.iweasite.org and click on the
awards tab
2. Select the award nomination form
3. Complete the nomination form and submit
it via e-mail, fax or mail.
You’re done! It’s that easy to nominate somebody for
an award!
Deadline for the 2014 awards is October 2013. Please
consider submitting a nomination this year.

Fourth Quarter Financial Report
By Debra Ness, Treasurer

IWEA ended its 2012-2013 fiscal year with a net loss
of $5,452.00. There were expenses of $74,190.67 and
income of $68,738.67. However, these numbers do not
include any of the income from WATERCON 2013.
Once the WATERCON 2013 income is received, it will
give the IWEA a positive cash flow for the fiscal year.
During the June meeting, the board also approved a
budget for the 2013-2014 fiscal year.

Financial Statement
Account totals to date are as follows:

Bank Accounts
Community Bank
Scholarship Fund

Asset Accounts
12 Month Reserve CD’s
24 Month Reserve CD’s

Total

$76,867.63
$ 3,968.63
$22,394.41
$22,901.44

$126,132.11
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From the Shed
By Dan Bounds and the IWEA Watershed Management Committee

USEPA Releases New Quick Guide to
Watershed Planning
USEPA has developed many guidance documents related
to effective watershed planning and management, perhaps
most notably the 2008 Handbook for Developing Watershed
Plans to Restore and Protect our Waters. The volume of
material developed over the years is extensive; even the
2008 handbook alone is a challenge to completely digest. In
response, USEPA has released a new document: “A Quick
Guide to Developing Watershed Plans to Restore and Protect
Our Waters.” The Quick Guide provides a streamlined
summary of the 2008 handbook. USEPA also has released
an online web module entitled “An Introduction to
Watershed Planning” to supplement the materials. Both the
Quick Guide and the web module provide useful technical
information on how to develop
more effective watershed plans
to help restore and protect water
resources. These materials provide
information on some new watershed
management tools that have been
developed and information on
incorporating the nine minimum
elements from the Section 319
Nonpoint Source Program’s funding guidelines into the
watershed plan development. The Quick Guide is available
at: http://go.usa.gov/bpbA. The web module is available at
http://go.usa.gov/bVzk.

Continued Support of Integrated Municipal
Stormwater and Wastewater Planning
Back in 2012, USEPA released its Integrated Municipal
Stormwater and Wastewater Planning Approach Framework
to provide guidance for developing and implementing
effective integrated plans. Over the past several months,
USEPA and local governments have discussed clarifying the
flexibility allowed in considering a community’s financial
circumstances when developing an integrated plan to meet
regulatory requirements. The discussions demonstrate
EPA’s ongoing support for integrated planning. As a result
of the discussions, USEPA has issued a memorandum
14

Illinois WaterSHED

Trivia!

Superman is flying across the big
screen again this year. What Illinois
watershed does he call home?
See answer on bottom of page 15.

entitled “Assessing Financial Capability for Municipal Clean
Water Act Requirements.” Per the memo, it is essential that
approaches to meeting Clean Water Act objectives are within a
community’s financial capability. EPA and local government
representatives will focus on the following topics associated
with how a community’s financial capability is assessed and
considered when developing plans and schedules:
• How to expand the use of benchmark indicators
of household, community and utility affordability,
such as increasing arrearages, late payments,
disconnection notices, service terminations, and
uncollectable accounts;
• How to meet the obligations of the CWA by
utilizing flexibilities in the statute and implementing
regulations to prioritize necessary investments;
• How rate structures present both limitations and
opportunities;
• How innovative financing tools, including public
private partnerships, are related to affordability;
• How to facilitate consistent policy implementation at
EPA Regional offices; and
• How other community specific factors, including
obligations under the Safe Drinking Water Act,
should be considered in developing appropriate
compliance schedules.
The full memo is available at:
http://www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/sw_regionalmemo.pdf.
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Illinois Watershed Trivia Answer:
In Illinois, Superman calls the Ohio River Valley watershed home, as the City of Metropolis lies within it. The watershed consists of
over seven million acres in Illinois, and the Ohio River forms 133 miles of Illinois’ southern border.
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Keep your eyes open for these upcoming events!
IWEA Calendar of Events
Date

Meeting/Activity

Location

September 14, 2013

Nutrient Removal & Recovery Workshop

Medinah Banquets – Addison, IL

September 20, 2013

Executive Board & Committee Chair Meeting

TBD

October 5 - 9, 2013

WEFTEC 2013

McCormick Place – Chicago, IL

October 24, 2013

Plant Operations Seminar

Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. – Loves Park, IL

November 8, 2013

Student and Young Professionals Conference

TBD

November 14, 2013

Collection Systems Seminar

Hyatt Regency – Lisle, IL

2013 IWEA Golf Outing

See page 9 for highlights

