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The Student Chapters and Young
Professionals Committees collaborated
in the spring clean up of the Pulaski
Park Rain Garden. On June 30th, IWEA
members from Greeley and Hanson and the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District
of Greater Chicago came together to weed,
plant and mulch the rain garden. The rain
garden collects rain water from the Pulaski
Park Pool House roof to alleviate localized
flooding in the park.
Jim Boldt, Pulaski Park Supervisor, thanked
IWEA for its continued efforts in the
upkeep of the rain garden.

Left to Right: John Gage, Lou Storino, Ryan Christopher,
Fasil Yitbarek and Ray David.

Those in attendance were Ryan
Christopher, Ray David, John Gage and
Fasil Yitbarek of Greeley and Hansen and
Lou Storino of MWRDGC.
We are currently working with the Chicago
Park District to install a permanent sign for
the rain garden.

(Left) Planting new plants in the rain garden to replace those
that did not survive the winter and (Right) laying down mulch
to prevent weeds from growing and to keep moisture in the
rain garden.
Photos by Lou Storino
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Strong and Stronger for Years to Come...
By Krishna Pagilla, IWEA President

I hope everyone in the IWEA family is enjoying the summer and
staying safe and well. We all need to provide strength and support
to Laurie Riotte, our Executive Director and friend, who has
lost her son, Garrett Riotte, who died in a car accident recently.
Laurie, our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family,
and we hope you find the strength to cope with this tragic loss. I
am personally and deeply saddened to hear the tragic news.
Our Past President, John Drake lost his daughter Abbey M.
Drake, an environmental engineer, who passed away in May after
long battle with cancer. Our thoughts and prayers are with John
and his family. IWEA website has a link to a scholarship fund
established at Colorado State University in honor of Abbey, and I
hope you will consider contributing to this scholarship fund.
We have had two Board and Chairs meetings since WATERCON
and both have been very productive. The chairs are working hard
to make the committees vibrant and active. The focus has been
on how to provide value and good information to the members
throughout the year in addition to the annual conference,
WATERCON. Future events in the pipeline for the calendar
year include workshops and symposia by nutrients, operations,
biosolids, laboratory, and collection systems. Of course, WEFTEC
is from September 30 to October 03, 2012 in New Orleans. So
the year is shaping up strong for us. We are in the process of
developing a full annual calendar of events for 2013 including
some new events organized by our committees. As always, we
will seek and work with other organizations focused on the water
environment to collaborate and co-sponsor joint events.
The golf outing on June 8 was very successful and raised
valuable funds for IWEA scholarships. Mark Halm, IWEA Past
President, ably attracted numerous sponsors and a sold-out golfer
participation to make the golf outing fun and worthwhile. Thank
you, Mark.

Pictured from left are Glen Johnson, Roger Linde, Tom Powell, Jim Sullivan

Preparations for WATERCON 2013 (March 18 to 20) are going
strong, and the call for abstracts to present in the technical
program is open. I hope all members are working to submit
abstracts and participate actively. Abstracts are due August 30
and you can find more details in the article on page 4 and from the
link on our web site, www.iweasite.org. Chair Eric Berggren and
his Program Committee are going to prepare a strong program
for WATERCON as they did last year. WATERCON 2013 will
be more exciting and informative than ever before with new
activities, including a YP and student career fair. I hope you will
consider attending and participating actively in the planning and
organization of events and activities. Please contact any of the
Board members or committees chairs to volunteer.
I urge all the members to actively inform other water professionals
who are not IWEA members about our programs, activities,
networking opportunities and the benefits of IWEA and WEF
membership to them professionally and personally. We can stay
strong and become stronger only by serving all water professionals
in Illinois. Have a fun rest of the summer and hope to see you at
one of our events soon.

“Father of BNR” to speak at IWEA Workshop
By Krishna Pagilla, Nutrient Removal and Recovery Chair

Dr. James Barnard, who is considered
to be the father of Biological Nutrient
Removal, will be the Distinguished
Speaker at the IWEA Nutrient
Removal and Recovery Workshop
on September 13, 2012 at the Timber
Creek Convention Center in Sandwich,
Illinois. Dr. Barnard is a senior process
expert at Black & Veatch in Overland
Park, Kansas. Among his many
honors, Dr. Barnard received the
prestigious Lew Kuan Yew Water Prize in 2011 for his outstanding
contributions to the protection of water resources. He has developed
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and designed energy efficient and sustainable water reclamation
processes throughout the world and is a “household name” in the
water profession. His contributions to prevent nutrient pollution
of water resources and nutrient recovery from wastewater
is unparalleled in the field of water pollution control.
Dr. Barnard’s willingness to speak at the IWEA NRR workshop
is a testament to his passion and strong commitment to educate
and inform water professionals throughout the world. IWEA
NRR committee is excited to host Dr. James Barnard to its first
ever standalone Nutrient Removal and Recovery Workshop.
The link to register for the workshop is on IWEA website,
www.iweasite.org.

Delegates’ Corner

By John Lamb, Delegate 2013

Tim Kluge and I attended WEFMAX in May along with Lou
Kollias, Government Affairs Committee Chair. It was hosted
by the other IWEA – Indiana Water Environment Association
in Indianapolis.
Tim and I attended a House of Delegates (HOD) Meeting early
Thursday morning before the WEFMAX sessions began. This
was mainly an update for those delegates in attendance on the
status of HOD Workgroups, Steering Committee objectives, and
a brief discussion on the WEF Strategic Initiative.
Jeff Eger, Executive Director of WEF and Sandra Ralston, 20112012 WEF Vice President, were in attendance and spoke about
the WEF Strategic Direction in the WEFMAX Opening Session.
There are three critical objectives to this WEF initiative:
• Drive innovation in the water sector
• Enrich the expertise of global water professionals
• Increase awareness of the value of water
The common theme of these objectives is that they are intended to
add value to being a WEF member, and add value to our Member
Association (MA). These initiatives also raise some questions and
points for discussion at future House of Delegates meetings:
•
•
•
•

After the opening session, a revised format for WEFMAX
offered presentations by MAs on following topics:
•
•
•
•

Succession planning & volunteer training
Influencing public policy
Development of a new program or training session
Becoming financially stable for MAs

A lot of information came out of these presentations and
summaries. One takeaway was that a number of MAs are
using video links of various types to be able to offer seminars
and workshops to a wider audience at multiple locations. Most
described some technical issues to work through but felt that the
expanded audience was worth the effort.
Additional information on all these topics is available on the
WEF Strategic Direction on the website,
http://wef.org/about/page.aspx?id=1071.
I believe Tim, Lou and I came away with some new ideas for
our association and information from WEF on their efforts to
increase the value of membership in the Federation and member
associations.

Where is our industry going?
What are our strengths?
What can we do?
Sustaining this momentum – through WEF
and MA leadership

Wanted: Award Nominations for 2013
By Pat Schatz, Awards Chair

Do you know someone who should be acknowledged for his/her
outstanding contributions to the water environment profession,
the Federation and the IWEA?  Please consider nominating them
for an award!

•  The Laboratory Analyst Excellence Award acknowledges
an individual for outstanding performance,
professionalism, and contributions to the water quality
analyses profession.

The Awards Committee is looking for nominations for the WEF
and IWEA 2013 awards. The nomination process is relatively easy.
If you know someone who you believe deserves the recognition,
please submit their name. The nomination forms are on the
IWEA web site, www.iweasite.org. Deadline for nominations is
the end of October 2012. The awards are:

•  The Paul Clinebell Outstanding Service Award is a special
and prestigious award recognizing an IWEA individual
who has and continues to provide significant contributions
to the Illinois Water Environment Association. He/She has
given outstanding service to the IWEA over the longevity
of his/her membership.

•  The Dr. William D. Hatfield Award acknowledges an
operator of wastewater treatment plants for outstanding
performance and professionalism.
•  The Arthur Sidney Bedell Award acknowledges
extraordinary personal service to a Member Association.
•  The Kenneth C. Merideth Memorial Award acknowledges
an individual who has performed duties above and beyond
the usual employment requirements so as to elevate
the status of the plant operator and promote operator
professionalism within the State of Illinois.

•  The Outstanding Young Professional Award recognizes the
contribution of a young water environment professional
(35 years old or younger) for significant contributions to
the IWEA and to the advancement of knowledge,
technology, and practices in the operation, management,
design or construction of wastewater and pollution
prevention systems.
More details about the awards and the nomination forms
can be found on the IWEA web site. If you have any questions
about nomination process, please contact the Awards
Committee chair, Pat Schatz at (815) 933-0487 or email at:
peschatz@citykankakee-il.gov.
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IWEA Clean Water Scholarship
By Mary Johnson, Scholarship and Charitable Giving Chair

IWEA will begin accepting applications for 2013 Clean Water
Scholarships in September. These Scholarships are designed
to aid students preparing for water environment careers. Two
scholarships of up to $1000.00 are available.

A complete description of scholarship requirements and
application instructions can be accessed via the IWEA website
Education and Scholarships page. Applications for this year’s
scholarship are due by December 15, 2012.

Students interested in applying for the scholarship must meet the
following requirements.

Scholarship winners will receive registration to WATERCON 2013
and the March 18, 2013 IWEA Annual Banquet. All applicants
receive a one year IWEA membership.

• Be an Illinois resident or attend an accredited Illinois
college or university.
• Have completed at least sixty credits of undergraduate
education at time of the award. Graduate students
are also encouraged to apply.
• Have a cumulative college GPA of at least 2.5.
• Be enrolled in a water-related field of study such as
civil or environmental engineering, environmental
science, or wastewater systems operation.

Call for Abstracts
By Eric Berggren, Program Chair

WATERCON 2013 Conference and Exhibition
March 18-21, 2013
Deadline for Abstract Submission:
Thursday, August 30, 2012
Abstracts are now being accepted by the IWEA and ISAWWA
Program Committees for presentation at the Joint ISAWWA/
IWEA WATERCON 2013 Conference to be held at the
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Springfield.
Wastewater technical
presentations will be given on Monday, March 18th through
Wednesday, March 20th.
The technical program will cover all aspects of the water
environment including agency/utility management, regulations/
permits, planning, design, construction, and operation in the
areas of wastewater collection and conveyance, wastewater
treatment, water quality laboratory operation and management,
watershed management, wet weather management, water resource
management, and biosolids management.
Abstracts should be 400 words or less and must be submitted
through the Illinois Section AWWA website, www.isawwa.org,
under WATERCON 2013 (left hand column, lower portion).
Questions? Contact Eric Berggren, IWEA Program Committee
Chair, eric.berggren@hdrinc.com or (312) 443-4916.
Selection of papers is based on an evaluation of abstracts by the IWEA
and ISAWWA Program Committees, considering quality, originality
of subject, technical content, and significance to understanding and
improving the water environment with an interest in broadening
participation throughout the association’s membership. Thank you in
advance for your abstract submission!
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IWEA members are encouraged to share information about
the scholarship with promising students. The Clean Water
Scholarship supports the organization’s mission “to enhance and
protect the Illinois Water Environment through education and
collaboration.”

Application Deadline:
December 15, 2012

2013
The Program Committee is especially interested in abstracts
on the following topics:
• Energy management and conservation approaches
in design and operation
• Case studies related to innovative
operational strategies
• Presentations prepared and presented by
young professionals
• Collection systems and modeling
• Stormwater, water resources, and
watershed management
• Sustainable design practices applied to the
water/wastewater facilities
• Nutrient removal
• Innovative and creative technical research
• Alternative permit negotiation and
compliance approaches
• Case studies of innovative operational
strategies to increase plant capacity without
capital investment
• Laboratory, including methods and
research topics
• Other subjects that are of keen interest to the
wastewater industry

From the Shed
By Dan Bounds and the IWEA Watershed Management Committee

USEPA has Developed a New Framework to Help Local Governments Manage
Their Stormwater Runoff and Wastewater Programs as Integrated Programs
Local Illinois governments are facing significant resource
challenges, stressing the continued implementation of water
quality programs. Recognizing these challenges, USEPA has
issued a new framework to help local governments. On June 5,
2012, EPA released the final Integrated Municipal Stormwater and
Wastewater Planning Approach Framework. The framework can
assist local governments with developing voluntary stormwater
and wastewater management plans and with implementing
effective integrated approaches, providing potential synergies and
efficiencies over managing stormwater and wastewater programs
independently. USEPA coordinated with a variety of stakeholders,
including publicly owned treatment works, state water permitting
authorities, local governments, and nonprofit environmental
groups to develop the framework with new flexibility to pursue
innovative, cost-saving solutions that will help communities as
they develop plans that prioritize their investments in stormwater
and wastewater infrastructure. The framework was developed in
conjunction with an October 27, 2011 memorandum that provides
further guidance for States and local governments.
An integrated implementation approach can be used to identify
local priorities for achieving the water quality objectives of the
Clean Water Act by identifying efficiencies in implementing
competing requirements that arise from separate wastewater and
stormwater permits and projects, including capital investments
and operation and maintenance requirements. This approach can
also lead to multi-beneficial solutions, such as green infrastructure
implementation that can improve water quality, reduce runoff
volumes, and enhance other community features. USEPA points
out that the new integrated framework is not aimed at lowering
existing regulatory or permitting requirements, or delaying
necessary infrastructure and programmatic improvements.
Rather, it is intended to be an alternative to help municipalities
meet permit obligations and perform infrastructure improvements
with appropriate local prioritization. This framework was finalized
after extensive public input that included a series of workshops
across the country.
For a copy of the new framework and support memorandum,
visit: http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/integratedplans.cfm

Illinois WaterSHED

Trivia!

We are currently in a drought
condition. What was Illinois’
lowest rainfall year?
See answer below

New Nutrient Pollution
Educational Materials
USEPA has developed new educational materials about nutrient
pollution (phosphorus and nitrogen) to surface waters. The new
materials include a Community Outreach Toolkit aimed at
helping watershed groups, NGOs, states, and federal partners with
messaging and outreach to the media about nutrient pollution.
A nutrient pollution video has been developed to raise public
awareness about nutrient water quality problems. A postcard/
poster is available that shows before and after photos of Lake Erie
to illustrate the impacts of nutrient pollution. USEPA also worked
with several other federal agencies on lesson plans for the Future
Farmers of America Curriculum and materials for young farmers
about source water protection and management practices that can
help control runoff to protect surface water and groundwater.
The materials are available at:
http://water.epa.gov//polwaste/nutrientoutreach.cfm
The Future Farmers of America Curriculum can
be found at:
https://www.ffa.org/FFAResources/ffalearn/
sourcesofdrinkingwater/Pages/nosolicit.html

Illinois Watershed Trivia Answer:
Illinois’ driest year of record occurred in 1901, with 26.32 total inches of rain. Normal precipitation is just shy of 40 inches per year.
The statewide average precipitation for the first half of this year was 12.58 inches, making it the sixth driest on record. You may recall the
drought of 1988, slightly worse at this time with 12.00 inches. The driest January-June on record was in 1934, with only 10.33 inches of
precipitation. Despite the obvious agricultural impact of drought conditions, resulting low stream flows cause significant water quality problems,
such as prolonged dissolved oxygen depressions that adversely impact aquatic communities, and in some cases result in fish kills. It is often
low flow periods that present the critical conditions for water quality planning, not always high flow/stormwater runoff conditions.
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From the Underground
Tom Woods took over as chairman of the Collection Facilities
Committee as of the 2012 IWEA Meeting. Dan Peterson will
serve as vice-chairman. Other members of the committee are Al
Hollenbeck, Greg Brunst, Laura McGovern, Mike Jankovic, Mark
Straughn, Tony Conn, Nathan Davis, Tom Nagle, Renee Orange
and Chad Smeltzer.
On March 15, the committee organized a day-long refresher course
for wastewater operators intending to take the IEPA certification
exam. We worked with the EPA to bring in a proctor after the
course to give the operators the option of taking the exam while
things were still fresh. We had 65 attend the course. Of those, 57
took the exam that day. Of those 57, 51 passed – a commendable
89% passing rate!
Thanks to Greg Brunst and the Village of Addison for providing
a great facility in their municipal building. After some discussion
between members of the committee, it was decided to continue
to hold this refresher course on a bi-annual basis. The committee
also wishes to thank Mike Turley from New Lenox, Laura
McGovern from Benesch and Al Hollenbeck from RJN for their
clearly successful educational presentations.

By Tom Woods, Collections Chair

Mark your calendars for the next project the committee has
underway. On Thursday, November 15, we will hold the annual
IWEA Collections Facilities conference at the Hyatt in Lisle. We
hope to have as many as 100 wastewater professionals from the
area attend.
Tentative topics to be presented are:
1) Industry round up of root control options;
2) Naperville will discuss their experience with CIPP
chimney seals;
3) Basics of sewer cleaning will be presented by E&J,
a sewer jet equipment distributor; and
4) A panel discussion of industry options to handle Fats,
Oils and Grease (FOG) in the municipal system.
More good news: we will return to the hot breakfast that had been
such a hit in the past. Fees to attend are expected to be $70 at the
door, with exhibitors paying $200 for a table and the opportunity
to speak to and meet with 100 of their customers.
Watch for registration information coming soon.

LabOratory
By Rebecca Rose, Laboratory Chair

On Wednesday, October 17, 2012, the IWEA Laboratory
Committee will host a full day Microbiology seminar entitled
“Wastewater Biology and Process Control.” This full day training
session will be held at the Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District of Greater Chicago’s John Egan Plant from 8:30 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. and will include lunch.
Auralene “Toni” Glymph will be the instructor for this seminar.
Ms. Glymph is a Senior Environmental Microbiologist for the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago.
The objective of this class is to teach the operators, lab personnel
and consultants how to optimize the wastewater treatment plant
processes using the microscope and knowledge of the microbiology.
In this class, the wastewater professional will learn how to identify
the microorganisms that are favorable to the Activated Sludge
treatment process and gain an understanding of how to maintain
the proper environment for their growth. Students will also learn
to diagnose treatment system problems based on the microbiology
of the system and will be introduced to process control methods
and causes and cures for problematic filamentous bacteria.
Online registration will be available by September 1, 2012 at
www.iweasite.org.
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Save the Date!
Wastewater Biology and Process Control Seminar
October 17, 2012 - 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
MWRDGC John Egan Wastewater Treatment Plant
550 S. Meacham Road, Schaumburg, IL 60193
Registration:
Early bird, online before October 1, 2012.........$40.00
Full price, online October 1–16, 2012................$50.00
Walk-in registration, October 17, 2012..............$60.00
Schedule:
8:30 – 9:00
9:10 – 9:30
9:30 – 9:45
9:45 – 10:15
10:15 – 10:30
10:30 – 12:00
12:00 – 1:00
1:00 – 1:45
		
1:45 – 2:00
2:00 – 4:00

Registration
Introduction to Microscopy
Hands on activity
Bacteria
Break
Protozoa
Lunch
Process Control Tests Using Microscopy
(Hands-on activity)
Break
Filamentous Bacteria

Electricity and Water DO Mix
By the IWEA Electrical Power, Energy, and Controls Committee

This quarter, “Electricity and Water Do Mix” presents the first of a two-part series on electrical power factor.
Understanding electrical power factor is important to managing the electrical energy usage of a water or wastewater facility.

The Fundamentals of Power Factor, Part I
What is Power Factor?
Power factor (PF) is the ratio of working power to apparent power,
and is expressed as a unit less value between 0 and 1. It measures
how effectively electricity is utilized. A high power factor signals
an efficient utilization of electricity while a low power factor
indicates poor utilization of electricity.
The concept of PF can be better described graphically using what
is known as the Power Triangle shown in Figure 1. The Power
Triangle depicts three unique kinds of power that are present in
all electrical systems:

• Working power (kW) appears on the x-axis.
• Reactive power (kVAR) appears on the y-axis.
• Apparent power (kVA) appears on the hypotenuse
of the power triangle.

Should I be concerned about low
Power Factor?
Practically speaking, the PF at many facilities will be somewhere
in the range of .65 to .95. For a given kW of load, the same
amount of actual work is performed regardless of the PF at each
site. However, for facilities with a low PF, the current required
to produce the useful work will be much greater. In this low PF
scenario, there are increased strains on the electrical system both
within a plant and on the Electrical Utility’s network. Thus, the socalled “Power Factor Penalty” is regularly imposed by the Electric
Utility Company on its customers who operate with low power
factors to cover the added costs of power distribution network
(cables, switchboards, and transformers) maintenance.

What can I do to improve
Power Factor?
Power Factor can be improved by adding power factor correction
capacitors to your plant distribution system. Power factor
correction capacitors act as reactive current generators (see Figure
2). By providing reactive current, the power factor correction
capacitors reduce the total amount of current your system must
draw from the utility.

Figure 1. Power Triangle

Working power is used to perform the actual work of creating light,
heat, motion, etc. and can be read on a wattmeter. Working power
is also the measure of power used by Electric Utilities to bill their
customers; this is what you pay for each month. Reactive power is
required to sustain the magnetic field in inductive loads but does
not perform useful work. The reactive power requirements of the
electrical loads are the culprits behind a low PF. Apparent power is
related to both working power and reactive power and is equal to
the voltage of the system multiplied by the amp draw of the loads.

Note: Current into motor
does not change

What causes low Power Factor?
Generally, low PF is considered to be any value below .85. Low
power factor is caused by inductive loads on the system. Examples
include motors, transformers, and magnetic lighting ballasts, to
name a few. These inductive loads need a magnetic field to operate
and thus require a source of reactive power which leads to a drop
in overall PF.

Figure 2. Capacitors as kVAR Generators

Part II of this series will further examine the benefits of
implementing PF correction, including: reduced electric bills,
increased system capacity, improved voltage conditions, and
reduced system losses. Additionally, we will look at how each of
the two largest utilities in the state (ComEd and Ameren) deal
with PF.
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Plant Profile
Rock River Water
Reclamation District

The plant’s design consists of a bar screen, grit removal, primary
settling tanks, eight aeration tanks with fine bubble aerators, and eight
final settling tanks. They
have two chlorine contact
tanks and a diffuser for
dispersing the final effluent
into the Rock River. The
sludge is thickened by a
gravity thickener and belt
thickener before being sent
to the anaerobic digesters.
The sludge is dewatered by
centrifuges, and then land
applied. The digester gas is
used as a fuel to operate the
generators which produce
heat for digester operation
and electricity to operate Outfall with aeration at RRWRD
the plant.

District Director

Steve Graceffa
Plant Operations Manager

Larry McFall
Lab Supervisor

Mary Johnson
Influent Design
Daily Average Flow

40 mgd

Daily Max Flow

80 mgd

BOD Loading

87,737 lbs/day

TSS Loading

79,063 lbs/day

Effluent Requirements

A unique feature of the RRWRD is the Administrative Building that
was constructed in 2009. The building is LEED silver certified, and
includes a pond stocked with fish native to northern Illinois. It also
has a museum quality display highlighting the wastewater treatment
plant process.

Monthly Avg. Weekly Avg.

CBOD

20 mg/L

40 mg/L

TSS

25 mg/L

45 mg/L

Ammonia (Apr - Oct)

1.5 mg/L

3.8 mg/L

Ammonia (Nov-Feb)

4.0 mg/L

10.0 mg/L

Ammonia (March)

1.5 mg/L

3.8 mg/L

Effluent Performance
Flow

30.7 mgd

CBOD

4.4 mg/L

TSS

5.0 mg/L

Ammonia

0.1 mg/L
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The Rock River Water Reclamation District (RRWRD) was
incorporated as the Rockford Sanitary District in 1926. RRWRD’s
first plant was completed in 1931, as a primary treatment facility.
Secondary treatment was added in 1958. They installed vacuum
filters in 1968 for dewatering their sludge. An expansion was
approved in 1972, and the pretreatment program was instituted
that same year. A secondary nitrifying system was added in 1996.
In 2003, the vacuum filters were replaced with anaerobic digesters,
and generators were installed to convert digester gas to electricity.
RRWRD received the IAWPCO Treatment Plant of the Year award
in May 2012.

RRWRD accepts high strength waste from food processors. When
this waste is fed to the digesters, it produces enough electricity to
meet 90% of the plant’s energy requirements.
RRWRD is partnering with Northern Illinois University to study
whether algae growing in treatment plant clarifiers can be used as a
biofuel. They are also partnering with Rockford College in a study of
how the treatment plant process affects microorganisms’ antibiotic
resistance.

Member Profile Featuring Pat Schatz
By John Lamb

Pat Schatz has worked for the
Kankakee River Metropolitan
Agency for 37 years. She started
out as a Laboratory Technician and
then became Laboratory Supervisor
in 1981. In 2009, she was given the
title of Assistant Superintendent
- Laboratory Services. A former
supervisor stated, “Pat is a
dedicated and sincere person in
her profession. She is on top of the
latest lab techniques and requirements for compliance and with
the ever-changing regulations. She is an asset to the City of
Kankakee.”

the records, it appears that Pat was only the second woman to
receive this honor up until that time.

I think Pat’s been the IWEA Awards Committee Chairperson
since its inception, or maybe it just seems like it! She has been
a behind-the-scenes mainstay for many award presentations
at our annual banquets. Pat has also been an active member
of the Laboratory Committee for a long time. I’d better stop
making references to years, or Pat may get upset with me!
She is an extremely dedicated IWEA volunteer and as a result
received the Bedell Award in 2008. She has also received the
Laboratory Analyst Award and is a member of the Operator
Quarter Century Club. She was inducted into the Illinois Select
Society of Sanitary Sludge Shovelers in 1996. After reviewing

Pat is the proud mother of twin daughters that she loves to share
many a story about. I had the pleasure to meet one of them at
the last WATERCON; she was working for one of the vendors at
their booth. I guess the apple doesn’t fall from the tree.

Pat was also a founding member of the Northern Illinois Water
Analyst Association (NIWAA), although the original group
had just one A; this is an informal group of laboratory analysts
and supervisors that have been meeting on a regular basis
since the 1970’s. I am happy to say I have personally known
Pat for approximately 30 years. We have served on the Awards
and Laboratory Committees together, participated in NIWAA
and at industrial pretreatment meetings. I know there are a
number of other folks who would echo my sentiments that Pat
has always been a great source of knowledge and also a great
friend and dedicated IWEA member.

I will never forget a story Pat once told me told a number of
years ago about an escaped prisoner who ran into the Kankakee
treatment plant site with the police in pursuit. I believe there
was actually gunfire exchanged and a lab window was shot out.
So for those of you who think laboratory work is boring, well…
this incident may make you think otherwise. Just ask Pat!

Welcome New Members
By Frederick Wu, Membership Chair

New Member Special: Anyone who attends any IWEA event will automatically receive a complimentary membership
into IWEA; valid until WATERCON 2013.

April

May

June

Azadeh Bloorchian

Mike Brown
American Bottoms Treatment Plant

Kevin Murphy
City of Morris Water Department

Curtis Cassidy
Bainbridge, Gee, Milanski & Associates, Inc.

Dennis Lamb
Flolo Corporation

Chris Dufort
City of Elmhurst
Greg Thompson
City of Galva
Greg Weber
Walter E. Deuchler Associates

Rob Jacobson
Sanitary District of Decatur
Bob Manwaring
Waste Tec Div of Kusters Zima
Dana Miller
Sanitary District of Decatur
Adam Rossel
American Bottoms Treatment Plant

George Flolo
Flolo Corporation
Terry Locke
Flolo Corporation
Dennis Kress
City of Collinsville

Mark Weirich
Flo-Systems Inc.
Kevin Westmont
HUB International
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Capitol Currents
By Nathan Davis and Amanda Withers of Crawford, Murphy & Tilly, Inc.

Illinois EPA Updates

USEPA Updates

Post Development Stormwater Runoff
Standard (PDSWRS) Work Group

Revised Schedule for National PostConstruction Stormwater Rulemaking

The Association of Illinois Soil and Water Conservation
Districts (AISWCD) is facilitating a work group of stakeholders
to develop recommendations for stormwater runoff
performance standards in post-development landscapes in
Illinois. The overall objective of the work group is to provide
recommendations to the Illinois Environmental Protection
Agency from which implementable performance stormwater
standards can be developed to improve water quality in
waters of the state of Illinois. The group currently meets on
a monthly basis and is planning on holding public meetings
in the fall and having a draft recommendation to IEPA by
the first quarter of 2013. For more information, please visit

The EPA has established a revised schedule for its development
of a new national post-construction stormwater rule: June 10,
2013 for release of the proposed rule and December 10, 2014
for release of the final rule. It is expected that the EPA will
continue to gather information, as well as analyze costs and
benefits on the rule, through the summer and into the fall,
before assembling a draft proposed rule likely to be submitted
to the Office of Management and Budget in early 2013.

www.aiswcd.org/Programs/PDSWRS_WorkGroup.html.

IEPA Standards Update and
Potential Changes
Updates to boron, fluoride, and manganese limits, as well
as revised zinc standards, are under review by the Pollution
Control Board. There have been no negative comments. The
Agency is looking at whole effluent chronic testing (instead of
acute) for all major municipal facilities, which will significantly
increase the yearly testing costs.
National bacterial standard for E-coli is forthcoming as early
as July 2012 for the rulemaking. Once implemented on the
state level, disinfection exemptions will no longer be allowed.
Similarly the future ammonia national criteria will be much
more stringent, approximately one-fifth (1/5) of the current
levels (for example reducing 0.15 ppm to 0.03 ppm). The
Agency believes these limits to be attainable and was unsure
about the seasonal variability.
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EPA Releases Green Infrastructure
Permitting and Enforcement Fact
Sheets
The EPA has released a series of six fact sheets on incorporating
green infrastructure measures into National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System wet weather programs. The
series describes how EPA and state permitting and enforcement
professionals can work with permittees to include green
infrastructure measures as part of control programs. The six
fact sheets and four supplements address stormwater permits,
total maximum daily loads, combined sewer overflow longterm control plans, and enforcement actions. They can be
found at
http://water.epa.gov/infrastructure/greeninfrastructure/
gi_regulatory.cfm#permittingseries.

Potential Drastic Funding Cuts to SRF
Loan Funding
The House Appropriations Committee has recommended
cutting the Environmental Protection Agency’s budget by
17 percent in Fiscal Year 2013, down $1.4 billion to $7 billion.
The Clean Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) would receive
$689 million, down 53 percent from the current fiscal year, and
the Drinking Water SRF would get $829 million, down nearly
10 percent. The American Council of Engineering Companies
(ACEC) is urging congressional leaders to restore the SRF
funding, noting that the cuts will devastate state and local
government projects that protect water quality.

Executive Committee
Illinois Water Environment Association Executive Board
Member/Position

Affiliation

Telephone/Email

Krishna Pagilla

Civil, Architectural, and Environmental
Engineering Dept., IIT

(312)) 567-5717 / pagilla@iit.edu

CDM Smith

(312) 346-5000 / boundsdg@cdmsmith.com

Donohue & Associates, Inc.

(312) 236-9147 / ksveum@donohue-associates.com

MWRDGC Engineering Dept.

(312) 751-3167 / louis.storino@mwrd.org

Rock River Water Reclamation

(815) 387-7523 / mjohnson@rrwrd.dst.il.us

Fox Metro Water Reclamation

(630) 301-6820 / dness@foxmetro.dst.il.us

City of St. Charles

(630) 377-4918 / jlamb@stcharlesil.gov

Sanitary District of Decatur

(217) 422-6931, ext. 214 / timk@sdd.dst.il.us

Walter E. Deuchler Associates

(630) 897-4651 / mhalm@deuchler.com

Fox Metro Water Reclamation

(630) 301-6825 / ExecMgr@iweasite.org

President

Dan Bounds
President Elect

Kendra Sveum
First Vice-President

Lou Storino
Second Vice-President

Mary Johnson
Corporate Secretary

Deb Ness
Treasurer

John Lamb
Delegate 2013

Tim Kluge
Delegate 2014

Mark Halm
Past President

Laurie Riotte
Executive Director

Year End Financial Report 2011-2012
By Debra Ness, Treasurer

The Illinois Water Environment Association 2011-2012 Fiscal
Year ended on June 30, 2012. The IWEA completed the fiscal year
with a net loss of $25,601.09. Through the fiscal year, IWEA had
total income of $101,976.26 and total expenses of $127,577.35.
The fiscal year showed a large loss because of payouts for the
IWEA sponsored Stockholm Junior Water Prize competition.
Sponsorship money in the amount $23,000 was collected the
previous fiscal year to cover the competition expenses incurred
during this time.
The Executive Board also adopted the budget for the
2012-2013 Fiscal Year. The approved budget projects an income
of $97,650.00 and expenses of $96,090.00.

Financial Statement
(As of 06/30/2012)

Bank Accounts
Community Bank
Science Fair Fund

$83,858.05
$3,967.16

Asset Accounts
12 Month Reserve CD
12 Month Reserve CD
24 Month Reserve CD
24 Month Reserve CD

$10,060.35
$12,334.06
$10,100.37
$12,801.07

Total

$133,121.06
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Illinois Water Environment Association is a Member Association of
the Water Environment Federation dedicated to improving Illinois’
surface, sub-surface and atmospheric water. The ILLINOIS CLARIFIER
is a quarterly publication of IWEA providing pertinent information
by, for and about IWEA Members. The opinions contained herein
are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the IWEA or the

ILLINOIS CLARIFIER committee. Copy deadlines are the 15th of
January, April, July and October. Direct comments and inquiries to:
Illinois Clarifier, Heather Wachter Managing Editor; email:
ILClarifier@Juno.com; website: http://iweasite.org/ Printed on recycled
paper. Share with a friend and prospective member, then recycle.

Keep your eyes open for these upcoming events!
IWEA Calendar of Events
Date

Meeting/Activity

Location

September 13, 2012

Nutrient Removal and Recovery Workshop

Timber Creek Convention Center, Sandwich, IL

September 14, 2012

Committee Chairs Meeting

Utica Room, Starved Rock Lodge, Utica, IL

Sept. 29 - Oct. 3, 2012

WEFTEC 2012

New Orleans, LA

October 9, 2012

Plant Operations Workshop

Aqua-Aerobics, Inc., Rockford, IL

October 17, 2012

Wastewater Biology and Process Control Seminar

John Egan Treatment Plant, Chicago, IL

2012 Golf Outing

IWEA’s Annual Golf Outing took place Friday, June 8
at the Links at Carillon. We had a great turnout, and
everyone had a fun day on the links! IWEA thanks the
2012 Golf Outing Sponsors for their generous support.
Dinner Sponsors

Hole Sponsors

Crawford, Murphy & Tilly, Inc.
CDM Smith

Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc.
Baxter & Woodman
CE Soling & Associates
Clark Dietz
Donahue & Associates

Drydon Equipment
Flow-Technics, Inc.
Gasvoda & Associates, Inc.
Greeley and Hansen
Grundfos Chicago
James McHugh Construction

Save the Date!

2012
September
29 - October 3 • http://weftec.org/
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