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IWEA Hosts the 2011 SJWP Competition
One U.S. Runner-Up from Naperville, IL
By Charles Corley, IWEA Stockholm Junior Water Prize Chair

students and 40 teachers from
throughout the US, Puerto
Rico and the Virgin Islands.
Competitors arrived at the
Palmer House throughout
the day and evening of June
23. IWEA volunteers, led by
Lou Storino, met the students
and helped them set up the
projects in the exhibit hall.
Greeting the SJWP guests at
the airports and transporting
Four runner-up U.S. finalists them to the Palmer House
included Nishith Reddy from was led by IWEA President
Naperville, IL, whose paper is Mark Halm.
entitled “CdS/ZnS Quantum
Dot-Photoexcited
Glucose Head coach Norm Rose
Oxidase Biosensor for Ag+ gathered the competitors
Detection in Contaminated together for instruction, after
which they engaged in a
Aqueous Environments.”
in a unique hands-on river
reversal project. The brainchild
of Anas Rabah of MWRDGC,
the activity required students
to take a blank clay-like
diorama
and
excavate
Chicago’s original river flow
to Lake Michigan and then
reverse it to save the people
Students participate in a hands-on
from their own pollution.
learning activity

Alison Bick of Short Hills, NJ
was named the U.S. winner
of the 2011 Stockholm Junior
Water Prize for developing a
low-cost, portable and publicly
SJWP competitors enjoy sightseeing accessible method for testing
water potability. Her project
in Chicago
is entitled “Development and
Evaluation of a Microfluidic
Co-Flow Device to Determine
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But that doesn’t tell the full
story of the three busy days in
late June 2011 that kept IWEA
members hopping, guiding 50

Structure of Straw kept their
attention until they had to
move on to the helium bar.

Chicago River flow diorama

While the judges, led by
head judge Krishna Pagilla,
IWEA
President-Elect,
tackled the weighty job of
reviewing the projects and
selecting the winner Friday
morning,
students
and
teachers went their separate
ways. Teachers walked to
Columbia College, where
they were
met by Tom
Kunetz and Mary Carroll,
and
experienced
total
immersion in training using
comedy,
improvisation,
awareness, and relaxation in
the classroom to open up
student-teacher communication
Meanwhile, the teachers and education. Students
experienced an icebreaker trekked to Millennium Park
coordinated by LouAnn Unger
~ Continued on page 3 ~
and Mary Carroll. Building a
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The Scoop

By Mark Halm, IWEA President

As I write this, I’m thinking about driving in to work in
my sweltering black Explorer. I found my mind drifting and
recalling how nice it was to catch some cool breezes while
taking a site-seeing cruise on Lake Michigan with the kids
and teachers of the Stockholm Junior Water Prize (SJWP)
competition.
The SJWP competition was a resounding success! It never
ceases to amaze me how kids can become fast friends within
a few days. After walking through the exhibition, there’s no
doubt in my mind that these kids will be leading the effort
to protect our water environment in the coming years.
Thank you to all of those who sponsored the event and to
those who gave of their time as coaches, judges and behind
the scenes workers and organizers. The participants and
folks from WEF applauded how well organized the event
was. Special thanks to Ted Denning and Chuck Corley, who
over the past three years have been tireless advocates and
outstanding organizers for this event.
Coinciding with the SJWP event was the Government
Affairs Seminar. Marcia Willhite, Chief of the IEPA’s Bureau
of Water, was the keynote speaker and discussed upcoming
standards for total phosphorus (TP), dissolved oxygen,
and chlorides. It appears that in the coming permit cycle,
many POTW’s will be faced with TP NPDES standards of
0.6 mg/l to 1.0 mg/l as a monthly average (You may want to
buy stock in companies that manufacture ferric-chloride or
alum).
Eric Cockerill presented on technologies available for
biological nutrient removal, and Dave Zenz presented
the technologies and staggering costs associated with
meeting a more stringent DO standard in the Chicago
Waterways. Perhaps the most interesting presentation
was Kuldip Kumar’s “CSI Chicago - Tracking the Sources
and Fate of Phosphorus in the Chicago Waterways.”
Kuldip examined the basics, what we eat and drink, and
the impacts on our environment. Now I cannot drink
a cola without thinking of the amount of phosphate I
am drinking! All of the presentations can be viewed at:
www.iweasite.org/Conferences/GovAffairsCon.html.
I hope our membership continues to use our award-winning
web site to keep abreast of news and events.

In June, the Member Golf Outing was held at the Links
of Carillon in Plainfield. Despite the ominous looking
weather, we got the round in without needing to pull out
the umbrellas. Approximately, $2,000 was raised to fund
the IWEA’s scholarship programs. Thank you to those
who generously support the outing and the scholarship
programs:
Dinner Sponsors
Crawford, Murphy & Tilly, Inc.
Hole Sponsors
AECOM
Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc.
Black & Veatch
Burns & McDonnell
Buskings Engineering Services
CE Soling & Associates
Clark Dietz
Donohue & Associates
Drydon Equipment, Inc.
Gasvoda & Associates, Inc.
Greely & Hansen
Flow-Technics, Inc.
ITT Water & Wastewater FLYGT
LAI Ltd
Malcolm Pirnie
MPR Engineering
Peterson and Matz, Inc.
RHMG Engineers, Inc.
Stewart Spreading
Synagro Technologies, Inc.
Walter E. Deuchler, Associates, Inc.
Yeomans Chicago Corporation
Golf outing photos on back cover courtesy of Ted Denning.
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Delegate’s Corner

By John Lamb, Delegate 2013

Lou Kollias and I continue to work on our respective committees,
Lou on MA Representation and myself on Operator Outreach.
The Operator Outreach Committee participated in the recent
WEF Operator Certification and Training Summit on June 23rd
in Washington D.C. The Summit was the result of activity on
operations issues within the Water Environment Federation
(WEF) through the Operator Initiative. This is an effort to
address wastewater operator professional needs and issues and
involves members of WEF’s Board of Trustees, the House of
Delegates Committee, and WEF staff.
Unfortunately, I was not able to attend but co-authored a
white paper, with two other delegates, which was presented at
the Summit. The title of the paper was “How is Certification
Handled for Other Professions?” We compared operators
to lawyers, engineers and teacher programs throughout the
country. The purpose of the paper was to make a comparison
of these professions’ certification, license or accreditation
requirements, how these compared state to state, and what, if
any, reciprocity exists.
The Summit and the WEF Operator Initiative has a number
of objectives. Several are: to promote operators as a higher
professional position; establish consistency within operator
certification requirements and training; establish national
minimum standards for operators; and have a nationally
recognized professional designation for operators. The
Summit concluded with the final APEX (action plan for
execution), which includes next steps to move forward. The
Operator Outreach Committee is in the process of developing
several final recommendations as a result of the Summit and
committee work.

Participating on this workgroup, working on the paper and
following the objectives of the Operator Initiative has been
very informative. I am hoping this may help assist IWEA in
gaining some perspective and resources to possibly apply to the
wastewater operator certification process here in Illinois. As
you may know, IEPA has been struggling with implementing
the use of continuing education for maintaining operator
certification. Illinois is one of the few states that does not have
this requirement.
On other topics, WEF now has a place on its web site for Member
Associations (MAs). The idea of the Member Association
SharePoint site is for MAs to share information with each other
by posting news, recommendations of vendors/contracts, share
MA guidelines and policies, and hold discussions. This is a
tool for IWEA Board Members and Committee Chairs to see
what other MAs are doing and get ideas for new events and
information that may benefit the membership. WEF has also
established a WEF and MA Committee Initiative. The idea
of this is to establish ongoing contact between WEF and the
respective MA committee. These are efforts of WEF to establish
more and better communication between WEF and MAs and
provide opportunities for networking between MAs throughout
the year.
Lastly, another source of information from WEF you may be
interested in if you’re not aware of is This Week in Washington.
You can access it though the WEF web site or get on the email
list to receive it weekly. This is a very informative link about the
latest updates in legislative and regulatory issues in Washington
D.C. and the USEPA. The link is under the Government Affairs
heading on www.wef.org.

IWEA Hosts the 2011 SJWP Competition
with LouAnn Unger and
Bernie Sawyer, enjoying a
tour of the Park and
participating in a “riddle
rally.”

SJWP Winner Alison Bick of Short Hills, NJ

Friday afternoon, the judges
interviewed the students as
the concurrent Government
Affairs Conference concluded,
those attendees viewed
the projects and discussed
them
with
students.
This provided firsthand
experience to students and
many more IWEA members.

Saturday, while the Judges
evaluated
papers
and
The SJWP Medal
student interview findings,
the rest were entertained at the Shedd Aquarium and The
Field Museum, including a challenging quiz game devised by
Norm and Becky Rose.

~ Continued from cover ~

Saturday evening, with pictures, speeches, slide shows, and
a pictorial montage provided by Matt Castillo, the winners
were announced at the Awards Banquet. Geoffrey Baer of
WTTW Public Television’s Chicago Tonight delivered the
keynote (appearance arranged by Tom Kunetz). MWRDGC
Board of Commissioners President Terrence O’Brien greeted
the students and represented our Platinum donors. Two
other Platinum donors, Fox Metro and AECOM, could not
be present. Head WEF Judge Mohamed Dahab of Lincoln,
NE presided over the ceremony.
With Saturday night’s close of the ceremony and the award of
the U.S. Prize to the student going to Stockholm in August,
the SJWP 2011 Chicago competition ended. From the first
IWEA board discussions of the concept, from Rozanne
Ferguson’s creative application, from the countless meetings,
throughout tireless fundraising by Lou Kollias and Deb Ness,
through weeks searching for items of student interest for the
sports bags by Fred Wu, and up to the time Ted Denning
took his last photo, Stockholm Junior Water Prize has taken
on a new meaning to our member association. All of IWEA
completed the three-year mission and provided a memorable
SJWP competition to the students and to WEF. Thanks!
Photos courtesy of Ted Denning.
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Government Affairs Seminar
By Lou Kollias, Government Affairs Chair

The special edition of the 2011 Government Affairs Seminar
was held on Friday, June 24th at the Palmer House Hilton
in conjunction with the Stockholm Junior Water Prize
(SJWP). The Water Environment Federation wanted a
professional event held in conjunction with the SJWP
competition to encourage local water professionals to visit the
student exhibits.
Fifty six attendees showed up at the Palmer House Hilton
to hear the Keynote Speaker Marcia Willhite, Chief of the
Bureau of Water for the Illinois Environmental Protection
Agency, speak about current issues in water quality. It was
very informative and gave a glimpse of what was coming
down the road in water quality standards.
Following Marcia was Eric Cockerill from AECOM and his
presentation “Technology Planning for Pending Phosphorus
Standards.” His presentation was very informative and of
great interest, offering ideas on technology planning for
pending regulations. Next up was Dave Zenz from AECOM,
who gave a presentation on “Development of an Integrated
Strategy for Meeting Dissolved Oxygen Standards Proposed
for the Chicago Area Waterway System.” Dave’s presentation

was very eye-opening and hit home when the various results
were discussed. Improving water quality just slightly is very
expensive. With the economic climate and the state of local
governments today, it was very revealing. We then broke for
lunch in the atrium.
Last on the agenda was Kuldip Kumar from the Metropolitan
Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago, presenting
“CSI Chicago: Tracking the Sources and Fate of Phosphorus
in the Chicago Area Waterway System.” It was informative
and entertaining and made you stop and think about all the
sources of phosphorus to the wastewater treatment plants.
The presentation portion of the seminar ended, and the
attendees went upstairs to view the SJWP exhibits and have
some ice cream. I don’t know which was the bigger draw,
but there was a great turnout to view the exhibits and discuss
them with the students! All in all, it was a very successful
Government Affairs Seminar (and no snow).
Remember, the IWEA/CSWEA Government Affairs
Seminar resumes in the Western Suburbs in January 2012.
Mark your calendars!

IWEA Distributes More Than $2,000
To Water Related Organizations
By Mary Johnson, Scholarship & Charitable Giving Chair

June 2011 marked the first anniversary of IWEA’s Scholarship
& Charitable Giving Committee.
During its first year, the Committee recommended
supporting Engineers Without Borders, Haiti
Outreach, Water Environment Federation, and Water
for People. Upon Board approval, IWEA distributed
$2,250.00 among these organizations.
The Committee also solicited applications for our first
Clean Water Scholarship. This scholarship is available to
students who have completed at least two years of college
and who are planning careers in a water environment field.
IWEA presented a $1,000.00 scholarship to Tadeusz Bobak,
an IIT Civil Engineering student, during the March 2011
Annual Banquet.
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The Committee goals for the 2011/2012 business year include
improving our scholarship application and promotion,
researching providing endowments at Illinois colleges and
universities that provide water environment educational
opportunities, and developing a policy to address charitable
giving requests.
Committee members look forward to working with
ISAWWA to support WATERCON 2012 Benefits. Last year,
monies earned from the Silent Auction and Texas Hold ‘Em
Game supported Water for People and the 2011 Stockholm
Junior Water Prize Competition. Also look for a return of the
popular “Mini-Putt” scholarship fundraiser. WATERCON
2012 will again feature these activities.

Member Profile
By John Lamb, Delegate 2013

Terry
Jenkins

Laboratory Supervisor,
Village of Addison, IL
Photo Courtesy of
Ted Denning

One of the results of the
newsletter survey was
that the Member Profile
Column be reinstated.
Krishna Pagilla and
myself and will be the
columnists and will be choosing members for the column,
so beware. For my first column, I thought I would choose
someone I have known in the business a long time, consider a
friend, and who recently retired but is still an IWEA member.
Terry Jenkins of the Village of Addison just retired after 28
years of service. Terry started at Addison as a laboratory
technician and worked his way up to Laboratory Supervisor.
He was always looking to improve procedures and be the
best lab facility possible. While not required to do so, he took
Operators exams on his own and has a Class III Operators
License. He supervised two technicians and was always ready
to throw in where needed. He even had a vehicle and route
for snow plowing – talk about multi-tasking!

I participated on the IWEA Lab Committee with Terry and
knew him through the Northern Illinois Water Analysts
Association. He was very active with both of these
groups and served a number of years as the Lab
Committee Chairman. He always volunteered for
committee and conference tasks and wrote a number of
Clarifier columns. Terry was recently inducted into the WEF
Quarter Century Operators Club.
Over the years, Terry and I shared many stories about family,
travels, fishing, camping and golf and would even manage to
fit in some lab talk, too. One of my memories with Terry was
the year I received my IS5 shovel. Being a member, he knew
I was getting it and was very generous buying me drinks…
you know the rest. As much as Terry volunteered, one thing
he was not fond of was speaking in front of a room. He sure
got past that at his retirement party, though, when he got up
and gave a great speech.
Terry will be missed by us in IWEA, especially those on the
Lab Committee and, I am sure, by the Addison crew who are
a great group of guys. You may see him on the golf course
or on a lake somewhere, though. He is looking forward to
spending time with his wife and maybe fitting in some time for
golf and fishing in his boat. Of course he has a boat – he’s retired!
Happy Retirement, Terry!

Welcome New Members!
By Fred Wu, Membership Chair

April

May

June

Randy Smith Sr.
City of Belleville

Jack Gallagher
Village of Oak Lawn

Deb Ramsey
Hanson Professional Services Inc.

Douglas P. Medland
Village of Orland Park

Mark E. Emory
Christopher B. Burke Engineering Ltd.

Justin Anderson Vick
MWRDGC

John Barelli
Watersurplus.com

Jason Stevens
Siemens Industry Inc.

David Ruckman
Mr IPEG

John Kanzia
Chicago Zoological Society/Brookfield Zoo

Hilary Urkevich

Ray F. David
Greeley and Hansen

Timothy Leahy
Illinois American Waterworks

Matthew Martin Kennedy
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LabOratory
By Sandy Conrad, Laboratory Committee Member

Mark your calendar!
On Thursday, October
20, 2011, the IWEA
Laboratory Committee
will host a full day
seminar titled “Train
the Trainer.” Do you
need ideas and/or
information for your
upcoming ethics training?
Could your internal
auditing techniques be
updated to be more in
line with IEPA auditing?
Then this is the seminar for you! This full day training session
will be held at the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District
of Greater Chicago’s John Egan Plant from 10:00 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. and will include lunch.

The morning session will feature Scott Siders, IEPA
Accreditation Officer. Scott will discuss “How to Perform
Laboratory Internal Audits.” This talk will be of interest to all
laboratory personnel, regardless of whether or not your lab
is certified. The information presented will help you make
your lab the best it can be while conforming to the highest
standards.
The afternoon session will feature Tambra Thomas,
Laboratory Production Manager at Suburban Labs. Before
becoming Production Manager, she was the Quality
Assurance Coordinator. Tambra’s lab is accredited, and as
such, is required to give an annual ethics training session
for its employees. Tambra’s “Ethics Training” talk will cover
what topics should be included in an ethics training session.
Again, even if your lab is not certified, the topics to be
discussed are applicable and relevant to all laboratories.

“Train the Trainer”
October 20, 2011, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
MWRDGC John Egan Wastewater Treatment Plant
550 S. Meacham Road
Schaumburg, IL 60193
Schedule:
9:30 – 10:00

Registration

10:00 – 11:30

Scott Siders - How to Perform Laboratory Internal Audits

11:30 – 12:00

Scott Siders - Questions and Answers

12:00 – 1:00

Lunch (provided)

1:00 – 2:00

Tambra Thomas - Ethics Training

2:00 – 2:30

Tambra Thomas - Questions and Answers

Registration
$40.00 Early bird registration is available online until October 1, 2011
$50.00 Full price registration is available online October 1-19, 2011
$60.00 Walk-in registration October 20, 2011
Online registration will be available by September 1, 2011 at www.iweasite.org
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Seeking 2012 Award
Nominations

By Pat Schatz, Awards Chair

Do you know someone who should be acknowledged for his/her outstanding contributions to the water environment
profession, the Federation and the IWEA? Please consider nominating them for an award!
The Awards Committee is looking for nominationsfor the WEF and IWEA 2012 awards. The nomination process is relatively
easy. If you know someone that you believe deserves the recognition, please submit his/her name. The nomination forms are
on the IWEA web site, www.iweasite.org.
More details about the awards and the nomination forms can be found at www.iweasite.org. If you have any
questions about nomination process, please contact the Awards Committee Chair, Pat Schatz, at (815) 933-0487 or
Peschatz@citykankakee-il.gov. Deadline for nominations is the end of October 2011.
The awards are:

Dr. William D. Hatfield Award

to acknowledge an operator of wastewater treatment
plants for outstanding performance and professionalism.

Arthur Sidney Bedell Award

to acknowledge extraordinary personal service to a
Member Association.

Kenneth C. Merideth Memorial Award
to acknowledge an individual who has performed duties
above and beyond the usual employment requirements
so as to elevate the status of the plant operator and
promote operator professionalism within the State
of Illinois.

Paul Clinebell Outstanding Service Award

a special and prestigious award to recognize an IWEA
individual who has and continues to provide significant
contributions to the Illinois Water Environment
Association. He/She has given outstanding service to the
IWEA over the longevity of his/her membership.

Outstanding Young Professional Award

to recognize the contribution of a young water
environment professional (35 years old or younger)
for significant contributions to the IWEA and to the
advancement of knowledge, technology, and practices in
the operation, management, design or construction of
wastewater and pollution prevention systems.

Laboratory Analyst Excellence Award

to acknowledge an individual for outstanding
performance, professionalism, and contributions to the
water quality analysis profession.
More details about the awards and the nomination forms can be found at www.iweasite.org. If you have any
questions about nomination process, please contact the Awards Committee Chair, Pat Schatz, at (815) 933-0487 or
Peschatz@citykankakee-il.gov.

WEF Quarter Century Club
By Pat Schatz, Awards Chair

Have you worked in the wastewater profession for 25 years or
more? Join the WEF Quarter Century Club!
The Quarter Century Operator Club recognizes operators of
wastewater treatment facilities for their service and dedication

in a difficult and dangerous profession.
For more information and the application form, go to the
award section of www.WEF.org or contact Pat Schatz, IWEA
Awards Chair.
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From the Shed
By Dan Bounds, Scott Tomkins, and the IWEA Watershed Management Committee

USEPA’s Recent Disinvestment in Nonpoint Source Pollution
- Impacts for State Watershed Management Programs
The United States Congress enacted Section 319 of the Clean
Water Act in 1987 to establish a national program to control
nonpoint source (NPS) pollution. Section 319 assists states
with addressing NPS pollution through the development of
assessment reports, management programs, and projects to
implement those management programs. NPS pollution
control is largely voluntary and promotes practices to
protect watersheds. Section 319 funding is a critical source
of funding for reduction of NPS impairments and may be a
state’s only source of funding to address NPS pollution.

USEPA announced in June of 2011 a decision to
shift $25 million from the FY2011 Section 319
budget allocation for states to other
USEPA programs

(Section 106, air, and tribes).

The current level of funding provided to states makes it
difficult to administer a comprehensive program, and
these funding reductions will add to the states’ inability to
effectively enact such programs. Impacts to states include
reduction of staff, decreased water quality restoration
activities on a watershed level, loss of grant funding support,
reduced numbers of projects with measurable NPS pollution
load reductions, and fewer Total Maximum Daily Load
(TMDLs) will be developed and implemented. Potential
NPS reduction of thousands of pounds of phosphorus and
nitrogen and tons of sediment provided for by the states’
programs will not occur. According to the Association of
State and Interstate Water Pollution Control Administrators
(ASIWPCA) in a June 23, 2011 letter to the USEPA, “this
disinvestment is even more troubling as USEPA puts
pressure on states to reduce nitrogen, phosphorus, sediment,
and bacteria pollution – much of which comes from NPS
and can be mitigated in part via Section 319 projects.”

In Illinois, this disinvestment will have specific
and immediate negative impacts to the NPS
pollution program.
Illinois EPA has no choice but to eliminate proposed projects
for this funding year. This shift in 319 funds will result in
the continued discharge of approximately 2,523 tons of
sediment, 2,114 lbs of phosphorus, and 4,237 lbs of nitrogen
into Illinois’ waters each year (IEPA). These projects provide
for work in the private sector for on–site construction,
administration, engineering and design of control practices.
The lack of Section 319 funded projects will adversely
impact water quality protection and enhancement efforts
in Illinois. Additionally, it is anticipated that future 319
8

funding levels will be reduced. Funding levels for Section
319 in the President’s proposed budget for Federal FY 2012
are projected to be reduced by 18% from the proposed levels
in the Congressional appropriation bills. It is still unclear at
this point how deep the actual budget cuts will be.

New Draft Watershed Management
Guidance
USEPA has develope new draft guidance titled “Identifying and
Protecting Healthy Watersheds: Concepts, Assessments,
and Management Approaches.” The draft guidance has
been developed in the form of a technical document that
provides an overview of the key concepts behind healthy
watershed approaches, examples of assessments of healthy
watershed components, an integrated assessment framework
for identifying healthy watersheds, examples of management
approaches,
and sources of
national data and
assessment tools.
The
document
contains examples
and case studies
from across the
country.
The
intended audience
includes watershed
managers
and
scientists,
nongovernmental
organizations, and
local government
land use managers
and planners that
develop protection
priorities.
The
draft
document,
as well as several
other
watershed
management
resources,
is
available at USEPA’s Healthy Watersheds website
http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/nps/watershed/hw_
techdocument.cfm.

WATERCON
2012
The Largest Water Conference and Expo in Illinois
By Cheryl Kunz, Marketing Chair

The Illinois Water Environment Association and the Illinois
Section of the American Water Works Association are pleased
to announce their hosting of a joint conference on an annual
basis. Mark your calendars for the Illinois WATERCON
2012 on March 19-22, 2012 at the Springfield Crowne Plaza
in Springfield, IL.

We are currently accepting exhibit space applications, so get
yours in right away! Next year’s event will be even bigger and
better with extended exhibit hours and the return of popular
contests including the Golf Putting contest and Texas Hold
‘Em, along with many other events that educate, train and
showcase the talents of our industry professionals.

WATERCON is Illinois’ largest water conference covering
potable water and wastewater issues, with more than 100
technical presentations and poster presentations, 200+
exhibits, contests, receptions and banquets. Attendees from
many different disciplines will attend this conference,
including:

Please visit the web site at www.isawwa.org and click on the
WATERCON 2012 tab to locate all the information you need
on registration, hotel reservations, sponsorship opportunities,
booth and technical paper applications. Look for additional
updates throughout the coming months via e-blasts, and
be sure to become a “fan” of the Illinois WATERCON on
Facebook to get all the latest news and updates on the largest
water event in Illinois!

• Academic institutions
• Consulting engineering firms
• Environmental organizations
• Manufacturers
• Manufacturer’s representatives
• Suppliers
• Water and wastewater plant operators
• Water and wastewater regulatory representatives

Call for Abstracts: WATERCON 2012 Conference & Exhibition
By Mary Johnson, Website and Scholarship & Charitable Giving Chair

Deadline for Abstract Submission:
Tuesday, August 30, 2011

Geeta Rijal presents at
WaterCon 2011

Abstracts are now being accepted by
the IWEA and ISAWWA Program
Committees for presentation at the
Joint ISAWWA/IWEA WATERCON
2012 Conference to be held at the
Crowne Plaza Hotel in Springfield, IL.
Technical presentations will be
given on Monday, March 19th,
Tuesday, March 20th, and Wednesday
March 21st.

The technical program will cover all aspects of the water
environment, including agency/utility management,
regulations/permits, planning, design, construction,
and operation in the areas of wastewater collection and
conveyance, wastewater treatment, water quality laboratory
operation and management, watershed management, wet
weather management, water resource management, and
biosolids management. The Program Committee is especially
interested in abstracts on the following topics:
• Energy management and conservation approaches in
design and operation
• Case studies related to innovative operational strategies
• Presentations prepared and presented by young
professionals

• Collection systems and modeling
• Stormwater, water resources, and watershed
management
• Sustainable design practices applied to the water/
wastewater facilities
• Emerging topics and issues, including disinfection and
nutrient removal
• Alternative permit negotiation and compliance
approaches
• Case studies of innovative operational strategies and
increasing plant capacity that minimizes capital costs
• Laboratory, including methods and research topics
Abstract submittals on other subjects which may be of interest
are also encouraged. Abstracts should be 400 words or less in
length and should be submitted through the WATERCON
website, http://isawwa-portal.com/WATERCON2012.aspx.
If you have questions, please contact Sandra Conrad at
sandra.conrad@mwrd.org or (773) 256-3526.
Selection of papers is based on an evaluation of abstracts by
the IWEA and ISAWWA Program Committees, considering
quality, originality of subject, technical content, and
significance to understanding and improving the water
environment with an interest in broadening participation
throughout the association’s membership. Thank you in
advance for your abstract submission!
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Year End Financial Report
By Debra Ness, Treasurer

The Illinois Water Environment Association 2010-2011
Fiscal Year ended on June 30, 2011. The IWEA completed
the fiscal year with a net gain of $13,845.48. Through the
fiscal year, IWEA had total income of $104,751.79 and total
expenses of $90,906.31.
The Executive Board also adopted the budget for the 20112012 Fiscal Year. The approved budget projects an income of
$93,310.00 and expenses of $91,391.00.

Financial Statement
(As of 06/30/2011)

Bank Accounts
Community Bank
Science Fair Fund

IWEA was able to raise almost $23,000 in sponsorship
money to help support the 2011 Stockholm Junior Water
Prize (SJWP) competition held in Chicago this past June. A
big Thank You to our sponsors!

Asset Accounts
12 Month Reserve CD
12 Month Reserve CD
24 Month Reserve CD
24 Month Reserve CD

The IWEA also opened two interest-bearing CD accounts in
the amount of $10,000 each in the 2010-2011 budget year.

Total

$109,977.54
$3,964.18
$10,000.00
$12,241.79
$10,000.00
$12,626.66
$158,810.17

The IWEA will also continue to budget funds for the
“Scholarship and Charitable Giving” committee. This money,
along with the money raised during the IWEA Annual
Meeting Putting Contest and Texas Hold ‘Em Tournament,
will be used for Clean Water Scholarships, Endowed
Scholarship Funding, Charitable Giving (Water for People,
WERF, Haiti) and the Clean Water Awards.

Do You Have an Award
Winning Safety Program?
By Mark Termini, Safety Chair

Has your facility put together a safety program that deserves
recognition? Is your record of accidents and incidents at
an all time low? Are you doing more than the IDOL or
OSHA standards require? If so, your safety program may be
deserving of the “Burke Facility Safety Award.”
To apply for the award, go to www.iweasite.org. Locate and
click on the Awards link. Click on “Member Association Level
Awards.” After being directed to the Awards Information
page, locate and print the “Burke Award Application” form.
Complete the form and mail it, along with all supporting
documentation, to:
Mark Termini
IWEA Safety Committee Chairman
711 N. Addison Rd.
Addison, IL 60101
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The completed information may also be sent by email to
MTermini@Addison-il.org
All forms must be received by September 9, 2011. If your
facility is chosen as a finalist for the award, you will be
notified of a date for a plant inspection.
If you have any questions, contact Mark Termini at
MTermini@Addison-il.org or by telephone between the
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. at (630) 279-2140.

Capitol Currents
Capitol Currents Needs an Author
We’d like to resurrect “Capitol Currents” in the quarterly
Clarifier, but we need your help. If you have an interest
in what’s happening in Springfield that relates to our
industry and would like to author the Capitol Currents

column in the Illinois Clarifier, please let us know.
Your small time investment will be of value for IWEA
members. Interested to learn more? Please contact Kathy
Cooper at (815) 561-2065 or kcooper@rmu.net.

Executive Committee 2011-2012
Illinois Water Environment Association Executive Board 2011/2012
Member/Position

Affiliation

Telephone/E-mail

Mark Halm
President

Walter E. Deuchler Associates

630/897-4651
mhalm@deuchler.com

Krishna Pagilla
President Elect

Civil, Architectural and Environmental Engineering
Dept. Illinois Institute of Technology

312/567-5717
pagilla@iit.edu

Dan Bounds
First Vice-President

CDM

312/346-5000
boundsdg@cdm.com

Kendra Sveum
Second Vice-President

Donohue & Associates, Inc.

312/236-9147
ksveum@donohue-associates.com

Mary Johnson
Corporate Secretary

Rock River Water Reclamation

815/387-7523
mjohnson@rrwrd.dst.il.us

Deb Ness
Treasurer

Fox Metro Water Reclamation

630/301-6820
dness@foxmetro.dst.il.us

Lou Kollias
Delegate 2011

MWRDGC (Retired)

224/805-2020
lkollias@comcast.net

John Lamb
Delegate 2013

City of St. Charles

630/377-4918
jlamb@stcharlesil.gov

Tim Kluge
Delegate 2014

Sanitary District of Decatur

217/422-6931 ext. 214
timk@sdd.dst.il.us

Dennis Priewe
Past President

Rock River Water Reclamation

815/387-7634
dpriewe@rrwrd.dst.il.us

Laurie Riotte
Executive Director

Fox Metro Water Reclamation

630/301-6825
ExecMgr@iweasite.org
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Illinois Water Environment Association is a Member Association of
the Water Environment Federation dedicated to improving Illinois’
surface, sub-surface and atmospheric water. The ILLINOIS CLARIFIER
is a quarterly publication of IWEA providing pertinent information
by, for and about IWEA Members. The opinions contained herein
are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the IWEA or the
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Keep your eyes open for the dates and program for the
Plant Operations Seminars to be held in September!
IWEA Calendar of Events
Date

Meeting/Activity

Location

September 16, 2011

Executive Board & Committee Chairs Meeting

Starved Rock Lodge, Utica

October 15 - 19, 2011

WEFTEC 2011

Los Angeles Convention Center, Los Angeles, CA

October 20, 2011

Laboratory Seminar

John Egan Treatment Plant, Schaumburg

October 26, 2011

Illinois Groundwater Association Fall Meeting

Starved Rock Lodge, Utica

Member Golf Outing
2011 Photos

Save the Date!

2011
October
12 15–19 • http://weftec.org/

Our apologies to Ted Denning for omitting photo credits
in the last issue of the Clarifier. Ted is an outstanding IWEA volunteer,
and his contributions are greatly appreciated!

