Fall 2012

Volume 34, No.3

A Newsletter for and by Members of the Illinois Water Environment Association

PLANT PROFILE:

Mega Tour
By Lou Storino, Student Chapters Chair

Carpentersville Wastewater
Treatment Facility– page 8

Also Inside:
Delegates’ Corner....................... 3
From the Shed............................ 4
Introducing Small Systems......... 5
LabOratory................................. 6
New Members............................ 9
Capitol Currents........................ 10

Illinois Water
Environment
Association

www.iweasite.org

Over 35 individuals, comprised of students,
young professionals and industry professionals,
attended Mega Tour on Friday, September 14,
2012. The tour was hosted by the partnership of
the Students and Young Professionals committees
of the Illinois Water Environment Association
and the Illinois Section of the American Water
Works Association. Attendees toured the city of
Chicago’s Jardine Water Purification Plant and
the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District’s
Calumet Water Reclamation Plant, thus providing
a complete snapshot of water treatment from
beginning to end.
The Jardine Water Purification Plant is the largest
capacity water filtration plant in the world, located
at 1000 E. Ohio Street, north of Navy Pier in
Chicago. It draws raw water from two of the city’s
water cribs far
offshore in Lake
Michigan and
sends nearly one
billion gallons
of water per day
to consumers in
the north and
central portions Lynn Kohlhaas leads the tour of the
Calumet WRP
of the city.
Constructed in the 1960s, it began functioning
in 1968. There are a number of steps in the
seven-hour water purification process, which
consists of chemical treatment with activated
carbon, polyphosphate, chlorine, fluoride, alum
(aluminum sulfate) and polyelectrolyte, followed
by sedimentation and filtration. Each chemical

additive serves a different purpose, such as
killing bacteria, aiding in the removal of microorganisms or preventing tooth decay.
The Calumet Water Reclamation Plant is the oldest
of the seven wastewater treatment facilities within
the metropolitan Chicago area. It began operation
on September 11, 1922. The Calumet plant treats
the wastewater from an area of approximately 300
square miles, which includes parts of the city of
Chicago and the southern suburbs, and serves a
service population of over 1,000,000 residents.
The conventional activated sludge plant has a
design average flow of 354 million gallons per
day and provides both primary and secondary
treatment which removes more than 90 percent
of the contaminants. The receiving stream is the
Little Calumet River. The Calumet Plant is located
north of 130th Street and west of the Bishop Ford
Freeway in Chicago.
Special thanks to the staff at the Jardine Water
Purification Plant and the Calumet Water
Reclamation Plant for making the tour possible.

Attendees at the Jardine WPP
Photos courtesy of Lisa Hoffhines, ISAWWA
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Strong and Stronger for Years to Come...
By Krishna Pagilla, IWEA President

Since my column in the last newsletter, we have had
numerous successful events demonstrating the strength
of our member volunteers and the organization. At the
September committee chairs and executive board meeting,
we approved a new committee for small community
systems. This is an important addition to IWEA because
small community wastewater systems serve the largest area
of Illinois and protect our water resources (please read the
article on the small community systems committee in this
newsletter). Another significant item is the annual committee
event calendar which will provide the dates of 2013 events
organized by the technical committees of IWEA. We should
have this calendar of events on the website before December
so that all members can make plans to attend these events.
Thanks to the committee chairs for providing their event
dates for 2013.
The Nutrient Removal and Recovery (NRR) workshop was
held on September 13 in Sandwich with a capacity-filled
attendance. The strength of the technical program, including
a strong lineup of speakers, attracted a total of 129 attendees
to this timely and important seminar on phosphorus
removal and recovery. I have resigned as the chair of the
Nutrient Removal and Recovery workshop and appointed
Mark Halm, our past President, as the new NRR committee
chair. I strongly believe Mark will maintain and strengthen
the committee and its activities going forward.
I want to thank Andy Warmus of City of Algonquin for his
service to IWEA as chair of the Plant Operations and

Maintenance committee. Andy resigned as the chair for
personal reasons; I look forward to his continued involvement
as a member. I have assumed the role of interim chair for this
important committee and will appoint a chair at the next
board meeting. The plant operations seminar will be hosted
by Aqua-Aerobics, Inc. in Rockford on October 25 and
features a strong program. I look forward to seeing many of
you there and urge you to encourage/invite plant operators
and maintenance personnel to this seminar. Please contact
me to serve on the Plant Operations and Maintenance
committee.
Many of us attended WEFTEC in New Orleans during
September 29 – October 03, and it was a highly successful
event. As usual, there were too many meetings and events to
attend. Our reception hosted jointly with CSWEA was well
attended, and it was good to see so many friends from Illinois
there. As many of you know, WEFTEC will be coming to
Chicago next year and every other year after that. IWEA has
an important role to play in hosting the event in our state,
and we will find interesting opportunities to highlight our
strength and volunteerism in the water field.
Lastly, we have a good line-up of activities, including
laboratory (November 29) and biosolids seminar, to close
out the calendar year strongly. Please see more details on
these and other future events on our website. I wish you all a
happy upcoming holiday season and hope to see you at our
events soon.

Government Affairs Seminar
By Lou Kollias, Government Affairs Chair

The Annual Government Affairs Seminar is scheduled for
Friday, January 25, 2013, at the Holiday Inn Willowbrook
at 7800 Kingery Highway, Willowbrook. The Keynote
Speaker will be Marcia Willhite of the Illinois EPA. We
will have several outstanding speakers to give us the latest
information on the emerging issues concerning water and
wastewater. Registration is now open. Please join us.
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Save The Date!
Friday, January 25, 2013
Holiday Inn Willowbrook at
7800 Kingery Highway, Willowbrook

Delegates’ Corner
By John Lamb, Delegate 2013

As IWEA delegates, Tim Kluge and I recently attended
WEFTEC in New Orleans and the House of Delegates
(HOD) meetings held on Saturday September 29th. As
IWEA delegates to WEF we are required to attend a
WEFMAX during the year and the House of Delegates
meeting held at WEFTEC.
The day began with a brief business meeting at which WEF
Executive Director Jeff Eger presided along with Matt Bond,
WEF President. They updated delegates on WEF’s Board of
Trustees Strategic Direction, described in the summer issue
of the Clarifier. The entire document can be found on the
WEF website.
After the business meeting, the HOD had several sessions
of reports and agenda items. There were several speakers,
including the President of AWWA, Charles Anderson, who
spoke briefly on collaborative efforts of AWWA and WEF.
Others spoke on the YP (Young Professionals) projects and
the relationship of the CLC (Committee Leadership Council),
which is comprised of the 35 WEF Committee Chairs and
Vice-Chairs. Both the YP and CLC presentations had
some interesting and revealing statistics on WEF member
participation in these areas.
In the area of YPs, out of 36,000 WEF members there are
approximately 1,800 YPs. Of these, 120 are on YP committees
and 40 are active. There are another 50 YPs on other WEF
committees. The general reactions to these statistics were
that they were very low. HOD members thought there was
more participation by YPs in the Federation. In contrast,
Tim and I believe that IWEA has a lot of YP activity on
our board and committees. Statistics presented from the
CLC representative were somewhat comparable. There
are currently 2,500 to 3,000 committee members on the 35
WEF committees, however only 20% are active.
The HOD approved the Nominating Committee Report
which was a slate of nominees for WEF Vice President,
WEF Treasurer, two Board of Trustee nominees and four

Delegate-at-Large positions for the HOD; the nominee were
approved unanimously by the HOD. The 2012-2013 WEF
President is Cordell Samuels from the WEA of Ontario.
There was a brief WEFMAX Committee Report in which
IWEA was mentioned as hosting a WEFMAX in the future.
In fact, the current IWEA Board has submitted to the
committee to host WEFMAX in Chicago in 2016. An IWEA
WEFMAX 2016 committee will be formed in the near
future, as this event takes advance planning and budgeting.
HOD Workgroup Recommendations were presented in the
morning session. Tim participates on the MA to MA group,
and I participate on the Operator Outreach group. There are
too many recommendations made by the Operator Outreach
group to list here. Basically, the group recommended that
WEF develop a budget to provide support to a website that
would become a repository for operator training classes,
and information that MAs could utilize. Similarly, the MA
to MA workgroup developed several recommendations
for information sharing, including quarterly conference
calls involving MA leaders, a database of successful MA
activities, and an archive of video presentations on technical
topics provided by MAs.
We attended a Water Heroes luncheon between sessions.
We were pleasantly surprised that Fred Wu of MWRD
and IWEA Membership Chair and Amanda Withers of
Crawford, Murphy & Tilly, Inc. and past IWEA President
were both recipients of this award; both were listed in the
lunch program. WEF acknowledges Water Heroes on its
web site, www.wef.org/waterheroes, to “thank everyday
professionals who work to improve water quality.” IWEA
member Shirley Burger was featured on the site in October.
In the afternoon, the delegates broke into work group
discussions. The MA to MA group has been retired. Tim is
going to participate on the Strategic Planning work group.
John may continue to participate on the Operator Outreach
group or switch to another group.
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From the Shed
By Scott Tomkins, Dan Bounds, and the IWEA Watershed Management Committee

Data Tools for Watershed Management
Resource Management Mapping Service
(RMMS)
The Resource Management Mapping Service (RMMS)
utilizes a wide range of coordinated natural resource
related databases to provide an online, interactive mapping
environment that is designed to help government agencies,
non-governmental organizations, and the public evaluate
and manage geographically-based information about Illinois’
natural resources, particularly water resources, so that they can
more effectively develop and implement appropriate resource
protection and enhancement measures. Users can quickly locate,
create, and print maps of large and small areas within Illinois in
a few minutes. Numerous map layers may be added to the base
map to give a better idea of a specific location’s resources and
other important attributes.
For example, the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
(Illinois EPA) uses RMMS to track individual best management
practices (BMP) implemented in Illinois with funding under
Section 319 of the Clean Water Act, Illinois Green Infrastructure
Grant Program, and other nonpoint source (NPS) pollution
control grant programs. The information about individual BMPs
tracked through RMMS includes the type of BMP, completion
date, size of the BMP
measured in acres, feet, or
numbers; location of the
BMP; and pollutant load
reductions associated with
the BMP. RMMS is also
used by Illinois EPA to
track the development and
implementation of watershed based plans in Illinois. RMMS
allows the Illinois EPA to track the number of NPS-impaired
waterbodies that are partially or fully restored, which is a key
measure in the effort to document how NPS restoration efforts
are improving water quality on a segment basis across the state.
These data, and the reports that can be generated on these data
through RMMS, are used by Illinois EPA to assist in managing
both individual grant projects and Illinois overall NPS pollution
control program.
The RMMS website is maintained by and housed at the
University of Illinois with support from the Illinois EPA and
other state agencies. The RMMS website address is
http://rmms-space4.ad.uiuc.edu/RMMS-ArcGIS/Home.aspx.
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Illinois WaterSHED

Trivia!

Which Illinois watershed
contains the state’s only
National Scenic River?
See answer on bottom of page 5.

National Water Quality Monitoring
Council’s New Water Quality Portal
The National Water Quality Monitoring Council has unveiled its
new Water Quality Portal
for water quality data.
The Portal brings together
chemical, physical, and
microbiological data from
EPA’s Storage and Retrieval
Data Warehouse and
U.S. Geological Survey’s (USGS) National Water Information
System.
The Portal provides scientists, policymakers, and the public a
single, user-friendly web interface which reduces the burden of
searching, compiling, and formatting water monitoring data for
analysis.
EPA maintains the Water Quality Exchange, a web-based data
entry tool that enables data owners to upload their data so the
public has access to the data through the Water Quality Portal.
The Portal’s website address is www.waterqualitydata.us.

Introducing Small Systems
By Laurie Frieders, IWEA Executive Manager

In an effort to continue to seek ways to better serve our
membership, IWEA has formed its third new committee this
year: Small Systems.

Additional charter members are Paul D. May, P.E., Village
of Burr Ridge, James E. Huff, P.E., Huff & Huff, Inc. and Jon
Kremer, P.E., Gonzalez Companies.

Tom Caraker, Jr., President of Flo Systems based out of Troy, IL,
has stepped forward to chair the new committee. He has been
involved with the Small System committee of the Missouri
WEA for several years and has been a long standing member
of IWEA. Tom is also a member of the ISAWWA chapter of the
Water Buffalos, a group that rides their motorcycles to national
conferences to raise funds for Water for People.

One of the first tasks at hand is to coordinate with the chair
of the ISAWWA Small Systems committee and develop
an informative small systems track for WaterCon 2013.
An additional goal is to develop a plan to get out to small
communities regarding technologies and permitting issues in
the next year or so.

Tom is joined by Vice-Chair Joseph Pisula, Vice President of
Donohue and Associates. He is located in the Springfield office.

If you would like more information on this new committee,
please contact Tom at tomjr@flosystems.com.

IWEA Clean Water Scholarship
By Mary Johnson, Scholarship and Charitable Giving Chair

There’s still time to apply for IWEA’s
2013 Clean Water Scholarship.

Application Deadline:
December 15, 2012

Two $1000 scholarships are available to students preparing for
water environment careers. More information is available at
http://iweasite.org/Education/ClnWtrSchol.htm

The Quarter Century Club
By Pat Schatz, Awards Chair

Have you been in the wastewater profession
long? Twenty five years or more?
Join the WEF Quarter Century Club!
The Quarter Century Operator Club recognizes operators
of wastewater treatment facilities for their service and

dedication in a difficult and dangerous profession.
For more information and the application form, go to:
www.WEF.org the award section or contact Pat Schatz,
IWEA Awards Chair at peschatz@citykankakee-il.gov.

Illinois Watershed Trivia Answer:
The Vermilion River Watershed. The Vermilion River Watershed is located in North Central Illinois and flows in a northwesterly direction,
encompassing more than 853,600 acres. The watershed covers the majority of land within Livingston County, parts of LaSalle, Woodford,
McLean, Ford and Iroquois Counties, and a small portion of Marshall County. The Middle Fork Vermilion River tributary is the only National
Scenic River in Illinois. The good water quality and good instream habitat have resulted in a diverse fish community. The Vermilion River and its
tributaries support 54 species of fishes, 29 species of bivalves, and 12 species of crayfish.
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From the Underground
By Tom Woods, Collections Chair

News from the Collection Facilities Committee
On Thursday, November 15, we will hold the 12th annual
IWEA Collections Systems Seminar and Exhibition at the
Hyatt Lisle.
Attendees will have an opportunity to increase their
knowledge in four specific areas.
1) Industry round up of root control options, presented
by Chad Smeltzer of Duke’s Root Control
2) Fundamentals of sewer cleaning, presented by Eric
LeSage and Dana Hicks, EJ Equipment
3) CIPP manhole chimney lining, presented by Darin
Severson, City of Naperville
4) A panel discussion of industry options to handle
fats, oils and grease (FOG) in municipal systems,
moderated by Dan Peterson, Getum, Inc.
There will also be 20 product and service exhibitors and
attendees can visit to compare notes and find new ways to
solve old problems in their collection systems.

Attendee registration is $70 through November 5, and $80
at the door. The fee to exhibit is $180. Both registrations are
available on line at www.iweasite.org. On the homepage, find
the link to Collections System Seminar in blue type on the
right.
If all that potential knowledge isn’t enough incentive to
attend, then consider the following:
a) After a one year absence, we are proud to announce
the return of a hot breakfast!
b) There will be a lot of raffle prizes!
c) We will present the annual Golden Manhole Award to
one of your deserving colleagues.
d) If you need them, you can earn 3 PDH hours by
attending the full seminar.
Hope to see you on Thursday, November 15 at the Hyatt
Lisle, 1400 Corporetum Dr., Lisle.

LabOratory
By Rebecca Rose, Laboratory Chair

The IWEA lab committee hosted filled to capacity full
day seminar/workshop on October 17th on “Wastewater
Microbiology and Process Control.” The presenter
was Auralene “Toni” Glymph, a Senior Environmental
Microbiologist from MWRDGC. Her lecture along with
hands on activities was
both educational and
fun. Toni taught the
class how to identify
the microorganisms
that are favorable to
the activated sludge
treatment process. She Toni Glymph looking at a slide that a participant made
also taught them to be able to diagnose treatment system
problems based on the microbiology of the system. She
covered everything from proper technique for making the
slides, the power needed on the microscope, identification
of the microorganisms to causes and cures for problematic
6

filamentous bacteria. Toni was able to teach the audience
with knowledge and humor.
It is with the participation
of individuals such as
Toni that our organization
continues to successfully
serve our membership
and those interested in the
water environment.

Participants working together on finding
microorganisms

The slide presentation will be available on the IWEA’s web
site shortly. You are encouraged to visit the site at www.
iweasite.org to view the presentation.

Photo courtesy of Rebecca Rose

		

Electricity and Water DO Mix
By Brian M. Westendorf, PE, Energy, Power, and Controls committee

The Fundamentals of Power Factor, Part II
What Are the Benefits of Adding Power transformers and thus prevent or delay the purchase of new
transformers for new loads. Figure 1 below illustrates how
Factor Correction Capacitors?
PF correction capacitors can be added to free up 37kVA of
transformer capacity for a given loading condition, a 35%
improvement in this case.

Power capacitors provide many benefits:
• Reduced electric utility bills
• Increased system capacity
• Improved voltage conditions
• Reduced losses

Improved Voltage Conditions

Reduced Utility Bills
Your electric utility provides working (kW) and reactive
power (kVAR) to your plant in the form of apparent power
(kVA). While reactive power (kVAR) does not register on
kW demand or kW-hour meters, the utilities transmission
and distribution system must be large enough to provide
total or apparent power (kVA). Utilities have various ways of
passing along the expense of larger generators, transformers,
cable switches, etc. By improving or raising your plant power
factor, you reduce the impacts on the utility company (and
associated costs that are passed on to end users) by providing
your own kVARs and not “buying” them from the utility.

Increased System Capacity
Power factor correction capacitors increase system currentcarrying capacity. Raising the power factor on a fixed kW
load reduces kVA. Therefore, by adding capacitors, you can
add additional kW load to your system without altering the
kVA. This can directly reduce the loading on your distribution
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Figure 1. Required Apparent Power Before & After Adding Capacitors

Low voltage, resulting from excessive current draw, causes
motors to be sluggish and overheated. As power factor
decreases, total line current increases, causing further voltage
drop. By adding capacitors to your system and improving
voltage, you get more efficient motor performance and longer
motor life.

Reduced Losses
Losses caused by poor power factor are due to reactive
current flowing in the system. These are watt-related charges
and can be eliminated through power factor correction.
Power loss (watts) in a distribution system is calculated
by squaring the current and multiplying it by the circuit
resistance (I2R). To calculate loss reduction:
% Reduction Losses = 100 – 100 X (Original Power Factor/
New Power Factor)2

Illinois Electric Utilities and Power Factor
Currently, customers in the southern half of the state
supplied by Ameren have PF constraints built into their
service agreements and are expected to operate their systems
within a given PF range which varies by the service size.
Large customers (>1000 kW Demand) also face a Reactive
Demand Charge when their usage falls outside of the .95
lagging to .95 leading PF range.
Customers in the northern part of the state supplied by
ComEd do not presently have Power Factor clauses as part
of their electric agreements. However, some suburban
municipalities have gone to buying in bulk for the whole
community (Electric Aggregation). As more and more
communities go to this method of power purchasing, we
could begin to see more restraints on PF.
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Plant Profile
By Andy Warmus, Operations Chair

Carpentersville Wastewater
Treatment Facility

The Carpentersville Wastewater Treatment Facility has been in
operation since the early 1970’s, experiencing an upgrade in 2004
with the addition of a Main Influent Pump Station (Triplex),
a 2.64 MG 3 ring Orbal Oxidation Ditch, 2- 0.635 MG Envirex
Final Clarifiers, one 2 meter Ashbrook Gravity Belt Thickener, and
SCADA upgrades.
The Village of Carpentersville owns and maintains a service area
of approximately 120 miles of sanitary sewer and 12 sewage lift
stations.

Superintendent

Joe Egler

Influent Design
Daily Average Flow

4.25 mgd

Daily Max Flow

11.25 mgd

BOD Loading

214 mg/L

TSS Loading

202 mg/L

Ammonia loading

24.1 mg/L

Effluent Requirements Daily Max

Weekly Avg

Monthly Avg

CBOD

40 mg/L

20 mg/L

TSS

45 mg/L

25 mg/L

Ammonia (Apr - Oct)

2.7 mg/L

1.5 mg/L

Ammonia (Nov-Feb)

3.2 mg/L

3.2 mg/L

Ammonia (March)

5.7 mg/L

4.0 mg/L

Effluent Performance
Average Flow

2.57 MGD

CBOD

3.3 mg/L

TSS

6 mg/L

Ammonia

0.06 mg/L
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The plant’s design consists of a liquid train employing mechanically
cleaned fine screens, 3-ring oxidation ditch, two 90 foot diameter
final clarifiers, sodium hypochlorite for disinfection, and thiosulfate
for de-chlorination. A solids train consists of two aerobic digesters,
solids thickening, two 1.5
meter belt filter press for
dewatering, and a covered
de-watered sludge storage
building having a capacity
of approximately 2,300
cubic yards of biosolids.
Side stream flows are
directed to an influent
structure and returned to
the process. Excess flow
clarifiers collect influent
flows diverted over a
pre-set weir, treated, and
combined with processed
flows, where disinfection
is again achieved through the use of sodium hypochlorite. A
SCADA system provides 24/7/365 oversight of the wastewater
treatment facility and sewage lift stations.
Unique features of this plant are the staff at the facility and a
sense of revitalization championed by Superintendent Egler. A
“return to basics” approach, placing each process and maintenance
practice under scrutiny to determine if the most effective, most
efficient practices are being employed has produced many
improvements, decisions that are made with ideals of effectiveness
and sustainability in mind. The results are a better, well-rounded
team, continued compliance with NPDES permit requirements,
and increased sense of environmental stewardship.

Welcome New Members
By Frederick Wu, Membership Chair

New Member Special: Anyone who attends any IWEA event will automatically receive a complimentary membership
into IWEA; valid until WATERCON 2013.

June

August

Dennis Kress
City of Collinsville

Michael McKee
Progress Environmental

Christopher Burke
Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Inc.

Lindsay Olson

July
Julie Belan
EJ Equipment

Janette Smith
Marathon Petroleum Company
Aniket Suresh Pujari
Andrew Warnes
Baker Hughes, Inc.

David C. Haataja
Water Quality Association

Andy Koester
Illinois American Waterworks

Dr. Sharon Waller
Sustainable Systems LLC - Consulting

Adam Albrecht
American Melt Blown & Filtration

Marcelo Garcia
University of Illinois
Dr. Josephine Nakhla
Michael A. Smyth
American Water
Jose Garcia
Milhouse Engineering & Construction, Inc.
Pat Herrick
Hydro International
Jose Garcia
Milhouse Engineering & Construction, Inc.
Pat Herrick
Hydro International

Fasil B. Yitbarek
Greeley and Hansen, LLC
Maureen Durkin

September
Jennifer Welch
US Environmental Protection Agency
Jason Tamburrino
Alanson Manufacturing
Glenn Wieczorek
Tsurumi Pump
John Robak
Greeley and Hansen, LLC

October
Gregg Korte
Korte & Luitjohan Contrs., Inc.
Billy Nichols
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Capitol Currents
By Nathan Davis of Crawford, Murphy & Tilly, Inc.

Illinois EPA Updates

IL Water Quality Standards for Boron,
Fluoride, Manganese, and Zinc

Post Development Stormwater Runoff
Standard (PDSWRS) Work Group

The IL Pollution Control Board is progressing in its current
rulemaking effort to update the water quality standards for
boron, fluoride, manganese, and zinc. The second notice of
the proposed rule was issued on October 4, 2012. The second
publication as well as supporting documents can be obtained at

The Association of Illinois Soil and Water Conservation
Districts (AISWCD) has continued working with a stakeholders’
work group to develop recommendations for stormwater
runoff performance standards in post-development landscapes
in Illinois. The group has developed draft recommendations
and is currently taking public comments. Public meetings
were held on October 18 and 23, 2012. Public comments may
be submitted no later than November 23, 2012. The draft
recommendation can be found at
www.aiswcd.org/Programs/PDSWRS_WorkGroup.html

www.ipcb.state.il.us/COOL/external/PendingRulemakings.aspx.

Best Wishes to Bruce Yurdin
Bruce Yurdin (Manager Field Operations Section, IEPA
Division of Water Pollution Control) recently accepted a job
with the State of New Mexico. Bruce has 32 years of service
with the State of Illinois. Please extend best wishes to Bruce.

New Employee Orientation
By Mark Termini, Safety Committee Chairman

It seems as though I’ve attended quite a few retirement parties
lately, which got me to thinking, because of those retirements,
or possibly because of an increase in budgets, new employees
are being hired to either fill in the gaps or increase the labor
force, and with new hires come safety concerns.
The wastewater industry is unique in terms of safety because
of the variety of work that must be performed in both
operations and maintenance. According to Safety Daily
Advisor, new employees are five times more likely to suffer
a lost-time injury on the job within the first month than
are those with more experience. In addition, 40 percent of
all workers injured on the job have been on that job for less
than a year. Employees get injured because they’re unfamiliar
with the tools, conditions, and safety hazards of their new
environment; however employers must also bear some of the
responsibility for those injuries. Most jobs require precautions
that seem like common sense to those of us who have been
doing the job for many years, in some cases most of our lives.
We assume that new employees know more than they do, but
to a newcomer, there are hazards they’ve never even thought
about.
If you don’t already have one, now is the time to develop a
‘New Employee Orientation Program.’ The policy should
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include the purpose of the program, the selection of a
Program Administrator, his/her responsibilities, and
employee responsibilities. The program should also list all
training materials and equipment such as the PPE necessary
to provide the new employee a safe work environment. It is
also important to document the distribution of materials and
equipment and to have the employee sign off that they have
received them and been trained in their use.
Finally, employees should be assigned a training partner until
that partner and the supervisor are satisfied that the employee
has received sufficient training, and until the new employee
feels comfortable enough to perform basic job functions.
Once the training for basic skills has been accomplished,
have the new employee sign off that he/she is comfortable
performing basic job functions and place it in the employee’s
personnel file. This basic safety training will take some time
to complete, but in the process, you’ll send the message that
you take safety seriously and, most importantly, that their
safety is a priority.
For a sample policy including attachments, visit
http://iweasite.org/Committees/Safety.html.

Executive Committee
Illinois Water Environment Association Executive Board
Member/Position

Affiliation

Telephone/Email

Krishna Pagilla

Civil, Architectural, and Environmental
Engineering Dept., IIT

(312)) 567-5717 / pagilla@iit.edu

CDM Smith

(312) 346-5000 / boundsdg@cdmsmith.com

Donohue & Associates, Inc.

(312) 236-9147 / ksveum@donohue-associates.com

MWRDGC Engineering Dept.

(312) 751-3167 / louis.storino@mwrd.org

Rock River Water Reclamation

(815) 387-7523 / mjohnson@rrwrd.dst.il.us

Fox Metro Water Reclamation

(630) 301-6820 / dness@foxmetro.dst.il.us

City of St. Charles

(630) 377-4918 / jlamb@stcharlesil.gov

Sanitary District of Decatur

(217) 422-6931, ext. 214 / timk@sdd.dst.il.us

Walter E. Deuchler Associates

(630) 897-4651 / mhalm@deuchler.com

Fox Metro Water Reclamation

(630) 301-6825 / ExecMgr@iweasite.org

President

Dan Bounds
President Elect

Kendra Sveum
First Vice-President

Lou Storino
Second Vice-President

Mary Johnson
Corporate Secretary

Deb Ness
Treasurer

John Lamb
Delegate 2013

Tim Kluge
Delegate 2014

Mark Halm
Past President

Laurie Riotte
Executive Director

First Quarter Financial Report
By Debra Ness, Treasurer

The first quarter of the IWEA fiscal year runs from July 1
through September 30 and is typically fairly slow for IWEA;
this fiscal year is no exception. IWEA had a total income in
the first quarter of $2,742.49 and total expenses for the quarter
were $11,098.43. This gives IWEA a net loss of $8,355.94 for
the quarter.
Moving into the second quarter, IWEA will need to file the
required IRS Form 990EZ. This is filed annually under the
Federal IRS statutes as a 501(c)(3) organization. Also being
filed is the required Attorney General report in December.

Financial Statement
(Financial Statement at the end of the first quarter)

Bank Accounts
Community Bank
Science Fair Fund

$84,218.05
$ 3,967.16

Asset Accounts
12 Month Reserve CD
24 Month Reserve CD

$12,334.06
$12,801.07

12 Month Reserve CD
24 Month Reserve CD

$10,060.35
$10,100.37

Total

$133,481.06
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Keep your eyes open for these upcoming events!
IWEA Calendar of Events
Date

Meeting/Activity

Location

November 15, 2012

Collections Systems Seminar

Hyatt Lisle

November 29, 2012

Biosolids Symposium

MWRDGC Auditorium – Stickney, IL

December 7, 2012

Committee Chairs Meeting

Utica Room – Starved Rock Lodge

January 25, 2013

Government Affairs Conference

Holiday Inn – Willowbrook, IL

February 13, 2013

IWEA/IWWSG Joint Industrial Pretreatment Meeting & Dinner

The Clubhouse – Oakbrook, IL

March 18 - 21, 2013

WATERCON 2013

Crowne Plaza – Springfield, IL

March 18, 2013

IWEA Annual Banquet

Erin’s Pavilion – Springfield, IL

You’re Invited!
Join IWEA’s founder fathers and current leaders at
WATERCON 2013 in Springfield March 18-21
Register via http://iweasite.org

Save the Date!
2013

March
12 18 - 21, 2013 • Springfield, IL • http://iweasite.org
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