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2016 IWEA Golf Outing
By John Lamb, IWEA Golf Committee Chair

The 2016 IWEA Golf Outing was held on
June 3 at the Links at Carillon in Plainfield.
The outing raises money for the IWEA
Scholarship and Charitable Giving Fund.
The event was very successful again this
year, raising a total of $6,850 for the fund.
The Golf Committee and IWEA want to
thank the 27 sponsors of the outing for
their support of this great cause and event.
Sponsors are listed on the back cover of
this issue and on the IWEA website.

There were 68 golfers in attendance that
enjoyed a beautiful day on the course and
some friendly competition in numerous
contests including a new hole-in-one
contest. The committee also initiated a
putting contest at the beginning of the day
which raised $100 for the fund.
After the day on the course, golfers
gathered at the clubhouse for drinks and
appetizers and the day’s awards. The
winning foursome this year was Derek
Continued on page 2...
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President’s Corner
By Mark Termini, IWEA President

I hope this issue finds
everyone having a safe and
enjoyable summer. Things
are moving along at a brisk
pace. In April, the Executive
Board spent the day reviewing
and updating the long range
plan for the organization. In
May, IWEA hosted a very
successful WEFMAX (Water
Environment Federation, Member Association Exchange)
at the Hard Rock Hotel. Please visit the website www.
iweasite.org to view pictures or presentation slides. On a
personal note, this is the first time that I have attended
WEFMAX, and I found it to be very beneficial.
The golf outing was held Jun. 3 at The Links at Carillon,
and additional funds were raised to help support the IWEA
Scholarship Fund. A big thanks to all of our sponsors!

Planning for the combined IWEA/IAWPCO conference,
which will be known as “The Illinois Wastewater
Professionals Conference”, is moving forward with the
most recent meeting being held on Jun. 29.
One of the points of my first column was about getting
involved in the organization and developing relationships;
an opportunity to do just that has come up. Both
the Collections Facilities Committee and the Safety
Committee are in need of committee chairs. If you have
been considering getting involved, now would be the
perfect time. To inquire about these positions, you can
contact any board member or Collections Facilities liaison
Lou Storino at Louis.Storino@mwrdg.org, or Safety
Committee liaison Eric Berggren at Eric.Berggren@
hdrinc.com. I would like to thank both Tom Woods
and Mike Harvey for all of their efforts in chairing these
committees.

Finally, join me in congratulating Tom Kunetz who will
The Board and Committee Chair meeting was held be named WEF Vice President in September at WEFTEC
at Starved Rock on Jun. 10. It takes a lot of effort and in New Orleans.
organization to make these events happen and I want to
thank everyone involved. Check the website www.iweasite.
org for future events.

Continued from cover...

Wold, Doug Kissel, Mark Eddington and Erik Lanphier.
Congrats to them for their low score and still having their
pink ball at the end. You will have to attend next year to
find out what that means!
This IWEA event continues to be a successful and fun
event so mark your calendars for Fri., June 9, 2017. It
would be great to see even more golfers out next year!

I want to thank committee members Mark Halm, Mark
Termini, Lee Melcher and Tim Tack for their time and
efforts contributing to the success of this event. I also
want to thank Laurie Frieders, Mary Johnson and Monica
Fehler for their assistance with registration, logistics and
marketing.
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Spring Garden Cleanup
By Kelly Lockerbie, Young Professionals Committee Chair

The IWEA Students and Young Professionals committee
built a rain garden at Pulaski Park in Chicago a few years
ago and has been maintaining it since. Maintenance
includes annual spring and fall visits to weed, mulch, and
plant new seeds.

the committee received funds to make some impactful
upgrades to the garden.
At this year’s spring visit on May 21, the committee
installed a fence and a sign to educate the community
on the purpose of rain gardens and the importance of
keeping pets from entering and ruining the aesthetics of
the plantings. Afterwards, a watering schedule was set for
the next following weeks to ensure that the new plants
would take root.

The original site

The garden had seen some promising growth within the
past year, but was still facing issues with dogs entering the
garden and damaging the new plants. This year, with the
help of IWEA and the WEF Community Service Project,

The hardworking crew

The upgrades to the garden were so well received, the
Chicago Park District Recreation Park Supervisor
reached out to the committee saying they are receiving
compliments from the community. The committee hopes
these changes will provide an improved environment for
the plants to thrive, and continue to teach the community
about the benefits of rain gardens.
The committee would like to thank Billy Nichols, Suzie
and Suengchul Hong, John Gage, Brian Foss, Katie
Richardson, Brooke Henry and Ryan Christopher for
their dedication and hard work in the garden.
The finished product (WOW!)
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The Environmental Resources
Training Center
By Paul Shetley, ERTC Director and Submitted by Mary Johnson, Delegate 2016

The Environmental Resources Training
Center (ERTC) at Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville (SIUE) has been
associated with IWEA for many years.
However, since the center is in southern
Illinois, and the majority
of the IWEA members
are from the northern
portions of the state, there
are still many members
who are not familiar with
ERTC. The following
paragraphs will be used
to provide a summary of
ERTC and the one-year Water Quality Control Operations
Certificate Program.
In 1972, SIUE and the Illinois Environmental Protection
Agency proposed to establish ERTC in response to the
1967 Illinois legislation directive to establish a Public
Water Supply and Sewage Treatment Operators’ Training
Institute on the campus of the university. An Illinois EPA
construction grant of $2.5 million was awarded in 1975,
and the building was completed in December of 1976.
Training began in the facility in 1977. Additional instructors
were hired and the curriculum was developed for the oneyear Water Quality Control Operations Program. The first
cohort of students entered
into the one-year program
in September of 1981.
In the subsequent years,
ERTC has become a wellrespected institution that
has trained scores of water
quality control operators
who work throughout
Illinois, Missouri and the nation. To meet the needs of
working professionals, ERTC also offers many workshops
and night classes.
The Water Quality Control Operations Program was
designed with the intent to provide well-trained drinking
water and wastewater treatment operators who would enter
the workforce as certified professionals. The combination of

classroom and hands-on training meets the requirements
for Illinois EPA and the Missouri Department of Natural
Resources operator certification programs. All ERTC
graduates are eligible to take the professional certification
exams in both Illinois and Missouri. The training that the
students in the program receive includes:
• Drinking Water Operations
• Wastewater Operations
• Confined Space Entry
• Sample Collection
• Laboratory Analysis
• Filter Operations
• Instrumentation
• Collection Systems
• Distribution Systems
• Electrical Maintenance
• Lockout-Tagout Procedures
• SCADA Systems
The instructors at the ERTC have extensive experience
and education in drinking water supply, wastewater
treatment and water quality issues. All of the instructors
have many years of experience in their field, and hold
professional certifications and licenses, along with being
skilled instructors. ERTC is equipped with two classrooms,
a 100-seat auditorium, two
water quality laboratories,
a library/computer center
and a 30,000 gallon per day
(one-of-a-kind) trainingscale water and wastewater
treatment plant housed
within the facility. The
education provided by the
training center offers its students the opportunity to enter
the workforce as a professional.
The success of the program is evident in the employment
rate of the students who complete the Water Quality
Control Operations Program. The overall employment rate
for the graduates from the last four years is 87 percent; 76
percent of these graduates work in the water industry.
In 2008, ERTC and SIUE entered into a cooperative
Continued on page 5...
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Continued from page 4...

agreement with Lewis and Clark Community College
in Godfrey, IL, to offer students the opportunity to earn
an Associate in Applied Science degree. The students
who successfully complete the requirements of both
institutions earn an AAS in Environmental Treatment
Technologies – Water Treatment.
From its beginning in 1981, the training center was
designed to produce certified operators who could enter
the workforce with skills
and knowledge needed
to become a valued
employee. Every year,
ERTC graduates 20 to 30
of the best trained and
well-prepared certified
operators in the nation
who are ready to meet
the challenge of filling the shoes of the retiring operators.
When managers are faced with the important task of
replacing staff, contacting the training center for assistance
will make their job easier.

IWEA SCHOLARSHIP HELPS ERTC STUDENTS

For many years, IWEA has recognized the value of the
training program at ERTC. In 2004, IWEA established
the Sylvanus Jackson Memorial Scholarship with an
endowment of $10,000. Another $10,000 endowment
was
made
in
2011. In 2016, the
executive board
voted to increase
the endowment by
another $10,000.
The earnings from
the endowment are
used to provide an Darren Byer was the winner of the
annual monetary coveted 2016 award
award to an ERTC student who demonstrates overall
academic excellence in the one-year Water Quality
Control Operations Program.
This scholarship honors the memory of Sylvanus Jackson,
a former superintendent at the Rock Island, IL Wastewater
Treatment Plant, who died in a work-related accident.

NOW SEEKING
AWARDS NOMINATIONS
By Amanda Withers, Awards Chair

Check out our member association and federation awards on our website at
http://www.iweasite.org/awards.php and nominate a deserving coworker
or friend by Fri., Oct. 7.
If you have any questions, call or email the Awards Chair, Amanda Withers
at 217-572-1114 or awithers@cmtengr.com
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From the Shed
By the Watershed Management Committee

Grant Accountability and Transparency Act (GATA)
Requirements for Section 319(h) Application Funding
Consideration:
The state of Illinois has adopted federal grant guidance 2
CFR Part 2000 (uniform requirements) through the Grant
Accountability and Transparency Act (GATA). GATA was
created to increase accountability and transparency in use of
grant funds and to reduce administrative oversight on state
agencies and grant recipients (grantees). Oversight of GATA
will be handled through the Governor’s Office of Management
and Budget, who has been charged with implementation of
GATA in coordination with state grant-making agencies and
grantees.
The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (Illinois EPA)
will institute a new application process for Illinois Section
319(h) grants due to the state of Illinois adopting GATA.
The adoption of GATA will ultimately translate to new
requirements for applicants, although the additional forms
needed aim to standardize the funding process, as they are
very similar across all state agencies applying for state and
federal funding. Applicants will be required to complete and
submit these new GATA forms as a part of Section 319(h)
funding consideration. Grants are available to local units of
government and other organizations to protect water quality
in Illinois. Applications will be accepted June 1-Aug. 1 by 5
p.m. (CST) to be considered for funding. Applications must
be submitted in an electronic format.

ILLINOIS WATERSHED

TRIVIA!

HOW MANY DIFFERENT SPECIES OF FISH CALL ILLINOIS
WATERSHEDS THEIR HOME?

(Answer on page 9)

Information about the new application forms and process
can be viewed at the Illinois EPA website below:
http://www.epa.illinois.gov/topics/water-quality/watershedmanagement/nonpoint-sources/grants/index
Information about the state of Illinois Grant Accountability
and Transparency Act (GATA) can be found below:
http://www.illinois.gov/sites/gata/Pages/default.aspx
If you have any questions regarding the program or
application, contact:
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency Bureau of Water
Watershed Management Section
Nonpoint Source Unit
1021 North Grand Avenue East
P.O. Box 19276
Springfield, Illinois 62794-9276
Phone Number (217) 782-3362
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IWEA Operators Challenge
by Greg Garbs, Plant Operations Vice Chair

The Plant Operations Committee has been very busy once
again this year planning the “Event of the Century”, well ... it’s
hard to beat last year! In 2017,
the IWEA will team with the
IAWPCO to have its Operators
Challenge. Yep, you heard right!
This event is just downright
fun and not quite as extensive
as WEFTEC! The event will
be somewhere during the
conference in one of the exhibit
Laboratory
halls. The event won’t cost you
a dime; you just have to either register in advance or at the
Head Judge’s Table. Registration in advance is appreciated.

The Safety Challenge will be a bit of a change-up. This year,
each participant will
be required to identify
equipment and safety
gear. We did this as part
of last year’s maintenance
challenge, and it was quite
Safety
interesting and fun.

The goal of the Operators Challenge is to provide a fun
but educational experience. There are four challenges
to participate in: Laboratory, Maintenance, Safety, and
Operations.

The grade sheets will be submitted to the Head Judge table.
There, in a top secret, high security area, the knowledgeable
judges will tabulate the results. The winners will be announced
at the end of the event. Each participant will be awarded a
Certificate of Achievement. The winners of each event will
receive a plaque and the undying respect and adulation of the
crowds.

The lab team is busy researching an analysis that will be
educational and common enough for all to be familiar with
it. Each participant will
be required to don the
provided goggles, lab
coats, aprons and gloves.
Emphasis will be placed
on procedure, technique,
Operations
set-up and clean- up. The
challenge criteria for grading will be twenty different aspects
of the analysis. Judges will be knowledgeable and stringent,
just like the regulators!

Sharpen up your wits! The Operations Challenge is a quiz
developed by the high academics at the Environmental
Resources Training Center. These guys say the quiz will
challenge even the most knowledgeable and astute operator.
The quiz is short, but the scenario will make you think.

This event is for individual participation. Individuals may
choose to enter just one challenge or all four. This makes it
easy and flexible for anyone who is interested in participating.
Information on registration for the Operators Challenge will
be forthcoming.

The Maintenance Challenge is still up in the air. The
committee wants to have a familiar maintenance item that
is still a challenge. Last year,
the challenge was to utilize the
provided equipment and tools
to remove the lobes and rebuild
the pump. Just like last year,
grading will be on 20 different
aspects of the job including
preparations,
maintenance
techniques, clean-up and use
Maintenance
of or lack of profanity. Judges
are industry professionals and equipment manufacturer's
representative, so be on your toes!
7
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Plant Profile

By Lynn Kohlhaas, Plant Operations Committee Member

Location

Chicago, Illinois
Hanover Park Water Reclamation Plant
Plant Operator in Charge

John Lazicki

Operations Manager

Al Eswani

Treatment Plant Operator (head operator)

Dan Mikso

The Hanover Park Water Reclamation Plant (HPWRP) is one
of seven water reclamation facilities owned and operated by the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago
(MWRD). In service since 1963, HPWRP serves 56,532 people
within an 11.2 mile area that includes the communities of
Hanover Park, Bartlett, Schaumburg and Hoffman Estates. Twelve
treatment plant operators monitor the plant 24 hours per day, 365
days per year. HPWRP treats an average of 12 MGD, with a design
maximum capacity of 22 MGD, and has received the prestigious
NACWA Platinum Award since 2012. HPWRP was the nation’s
first major tertiary treatment facility. On Feb. 6, 1970, President
Richard M. Nixon visited and toured HPWRP to promote the
Clean Water Act.
In 1969, the MWRD purchased the Fischer Farm (200 acres
adjacent to the HPWRP) and built the Upper DuPage Reservoir
which holds approximately 75 million gallons of stormwater
overflow. The farmland also includes 100 acres for growing corn,
oats and soybeans. All of the biosolids produced at the HPWRP
are recycled as soil conditioner for the farm fields. The harvested
corn and soybeans are used for feedstock, ethanol and biodiesel.
Though stormwater management and resource recovery are at the
forefront of our industry today, the Fischer Farms at HPWRP have
been active in this role for decades.

Influent Design
Design average flow

12 MGD

Design Peak Flow

22 MGD

Discharge Limits

Monthly Avg

Daily Avg

CBOD5

10

20

TSS

12

24

Ammonia (Apr - Oct)

1.5

6.5

Ammonia (Nov - Feb)

3.9

13.0

Ammonia (Mar -Oct)

2.9

13.3

Copper

0.022

0.035

Dissolved Oxygen

Not less than 6.0 mg/L

Fecal Coliform

Monthly Geo. Mean not to exceed
200 per 100mL

Chlorine Residual

0.05 (daily maximum)

HPWRP is a single stage nitrification and tertiary filtration plant.
Flow is pumped into the plant by up to four centrifugal pumps, each
with a maximum output of 5,000gpm. Four additional centrifugal
pumps (ranging from 2,000-3,600gpm) route excess flows to a
series of on-site equalization ponds, with a capacity of 40MG during
storm conditions. Four secondary treatment batteries consist
of a set of two double-pass aeration tanks and two final settling
tanks. One set of final settling tanks is ring fed, with the remaining
three sets configured for center feed operation. Secondary effluent
is distributed to eight rapid sand filters, ranging in size from 50
feet by 12.5 feet to 110 feet by 16 feet. Flow is then routed into two
post-aeration tanks. The post-aeration tanks have a dual purpose.
The first is to add dissolved oxygen to the plant effluent, and the
second is to provide adequate contact time for disinfection. Three
positive displacement peristaltic pumps provide disinfection, and
two addition pumps inject sodium bisulfite for dechlorination. The
treated effluent is discharged into the west branch of the DuPage
River.
Sludge from the secondary treatment train is thickened using two
250gpm gravity belt thickeners. It is then mixed with the incoming
primary sludge and sent to six 40ft diameter mesophilic digesters.
The bio-gas that is generated from the digesters is used in the plant
to reduce energy costs. After digestion, the HPWRP biosolids are
stored in lagoons before being used to fertilize the adjacent farm
fields.
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Getting Ready for E. coli in Illinois
By Linda Verhulst, IWEA Lab Committee Member

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) is in the
process of developing new bacteria standards for Illinois that
will change the primary testing method from fecal coliforms
to E.coli for wastewater treatment and recreational testing.
It’s anyone’s guess when those standards will be completed
and implemented, but one way to prepare for these changes
is to be aware of a new system for bacteria testing.
The Colilert-18 method is easy to use and approved by the
USEPA for drinking water, recreational water and waste
water for E. coli testing. The method is also easily approved
as an alternate test procedure by USEPA Region 5 for Fecal
Coliform testing and is pending USEPA approval in the
current 40 CFR Part 136 Clean Water Act Method Update
Rule. Because it can be used for both types of testing, it can
be a convenient way to transition from the current fecal
coliform testing to E. coli when the time comes.
The Technology. The method is based on a nutrient
indicator for total coliforms incubated at 35±0.5°C and for
fecal coliform (now also known as thermotolerant bacteria)
incubated in a water bath at 44.5±0.2°C. The coliform bacteria
all have a certain enzyme that eats the nutrient indicator as
a food source. When the food is consumed, hydrolysis takes
place resulting in a yellow color formation. This confirms
the presence of either total coliforms or thermotolerant
coliforms based on the incubation temperature. E.coli also
has a second unique enzyme. A second nutrient indicator is
utilized for the detection of E.coli that causes fluorescence.
Both yellow and fluorescence confirms the presence of E.coli.
How it works. A
100 mL sample is
collected in a sterile
disposal bottle. A
packet of Colilert-18
reagent is added
to the sample and
mixed well to
dissolve the powder.
When dissolved, the sample is added to the specially-

TRIVIA

ANSWER!

provided tray, sealed
and incubated at the
required temperature
for testing of fecal
coliforms or E. coli.
After the incubation
period, the trays are
removed from the
incubator or water
bath and the number of yellow wells is recorded. The provided
MPN table is used to obtain the MPN/100mL result for total
coliforms or fecal coliforms. If E.coli results are needed, the
tray is placed under a
UV 365 lamp and the
number of wells that
fluoresce are recorded.
Both yellow and
fluorescence confirm
the presence of E.coli.
Thanks
to
Jack
Neathammer for demonstrating the method in pictures. For
further information, visit: www.idexx.com/water. For further

information on getting USEPA approval for the Colilert-18
method for fecal coliforms, email Kenneth Gunter at USEPA
at Gunter.Kenneth@epamail.epa.gov

Close to 200 different species of fish live in Illinois waters. Currently, 19 species are considered in
danger of extinction, and 16 are considered threatened.
9
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More Pictures from the Golf Outing,
Our Fun Summer Fundraiser!
Photos courtesy of Ted Denning
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2016 Illinois Wastewater Professionals Conference
April 24 – 26, 2017
Crowne Plaza Hotel
Springfield, IL
Focusing on the importance of wastewater, stormwater and plant operations.
Featuring…..
• Nationally recognized keynote speakers
• Enhanced students and young
• High quality technical tracks designed to
address key topics in the waste/wastewater
treatment industry
• Exhibits of leading products and services

professionals program
• Wastewater facility tour
• Awards Banquet

• Operators Challenge
...and much more!

Visit the IWEA website, iweasite.org or iawpco.org for details as the program unfolds!

Year End
Financial Report
By Debra Ness, Treasurer

The Illinois Water Environment Association 2015-2016
fiscal year ended on June 30, 2016. The IWEA once again
completed the fiscal year with a net gain. During the June
meeting, the Executive Board voted to open an additional
two CDs in the amount of $10,000 each and to also
increase the endowment to the ERTC Sylvanus Jackson
Scholarship by $10,000.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(as of 06/30/2015)

Bank Accounts
Community Bank ..................$105, 510.85
Scholarship Fund ....................... $10,741.59
Asset Accounts
12 Month Reserve CD ..............$12,516.55
24 Month Reserve CD ............. $10,224.02
12 Month Reserve CD ............. $10,001.64
24 Month Reserve CD .............. $13,117.52
12 Month Reserve CD ..............$10,412.97
24 Month Reserve CD .............. $10,096.60

Total .............................. $182,621.74
11
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Capitol Currents
By Nathan Davis, Collection Systems Committee

State News
New Illinois Environmental Protection Agency Director
Alec Messina was appointed as the new Illinois
Environmental Protection Agency Director effective Jul.
1. Director Messina was serving as the Governor’s Policy
Advisor for Energy and Environment prior to accepting the
new position at IEPA. He had previous experience at IEPA
as the Chief Legal Counsel between 2005-2009. Director
Messina also previously served as the General Counsel and
Executive Director of the Illinois Environmental Regulatory
Group.
IEPA Water Quality Initiatives and Nutrient Reduction Loss
Progress continues as IEPA works to update the ammonia
and bacteria water quality standards. IEPA recently has been
conducting field surveys at larger plants that have current
disinfection exemptions. In many of these cases, the agency
has determined the plants will lose their exemptions based
upon the physical characteristics of the stream.
The Nutrient Reduction Loss Strategy Workgroups have
continued their efforts to meet and address issues identified
during the strategy development. Copies of the agendas
and minutes from each meeting can be viewed at: http://
www.epa.illinois.gov/topics/water-quality/watershedmanagement/excess-nutrients/nutrient-loss-reductionstrategy/index

The proposed rule would give the individual USEPA
regions greater authority to intervene in cases where states
are behind reissuing expired permits. Under the proposed
changes, USEPA would have the ability to file an objection
to the continued use of an expired permit, and could reissue
the permit themselves if the state fails to act on the objection
within 90 days. The public comment period on this rule has
expired. Public comments may be viewed at regulations.gov
by opening docket number EPA-HQ-OW-2016-0145.
2016 Water Resource Development Act
Separate versions of the 2016 Water Resource Development
Act (WRDA) have been approved by committee for
consideration in the House and Senate (HR 5303 and S.
2848). A new WRDA bill may mean updates to our national
water resource infrastructure programs including both
the Clean Water and Drinking Water SRF programs. The
proposed bill authorizes several U.S. Corps of Engineer
projects and also includes drinking water, wastewater and
stormwater provisions. Several clean water and public
works organizations are actively encouraging action on this
bill including WEF, NACWA, ASCE, APWA, AWWA and
others.

Federal News
USEPA NPDES Permit Applications and Program Update
Rule
USPEA published a proposed rule in the Federal Register
on May 18, 2016, making changes to the NPDES permit
program. The stated intents of the rule are to:
• Clarify definitions and application requirements
• Improve documentation contained in permit fact sheets
• Modify public notification requirements
• Ensure issuance of permits in a timely manner

12
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Delegates’ Corner
By Mary Johnson, Delegate 2016

WEFMAX
Our Water Environment Federation (WEF) delegates, along
with IWEA board members and committee chairs, attended
the Chicago WEFMAX on May 4-6, 2016. WEFMAX is an
opportunity for member association leaders to meet with
WEF board members and staff. It also provides a chance for
MAs to exchange ideas on innovative programs, successes and
challenges.
At the Chicago WEFMAX, Vice President Jenny Hartfelder
reviewed WEF's critical objectives and strategic goals and
highlighted WEF's dedication to operations.
WEF's strategic goals are focused on its mission of connecting
water professionals and enriching their expertise, increasing
awareness of the value of water and providing a platform for
innovation. In developing new programs and evaluating
current ones, WEF board and staff focus on how they meet the
organization's five critical objectives:
• Developing an engaged membership that is representative
of the many practice areas in the water environment
industry
• Providing a broad range of professional content and
programming
• Generating increased public awareness of the value of
water, leading to increased funding of infrastructure and
services to protect water quality
• Establishing conditions that promote innovative
technologies and approaches in the water sector
• Operating a sustainable business
WEF is dedicated to supporting professional development
of credentialed operators. The board is rolling out a threeyear strategic plan to “lead the development and adoption of
national standards for operator certification”. This plan seeks
to position WEF as a leader in providing necessary reference
materials as the industry moves from pollution control to
resource recovery. Current projects include:
• Developing an on-demand wastewater library on wef.org
• Collecting data from state certification boards to evaluate
similarities and differences in programs
• Starting dialogue with partners regarding certification
and reciprocity
Programs that are immediately available include:
• 24 free webcasts per year ( www.wef.org/webcasts)
• Online training course ( www.wef.org/skillsbuilder)
• Operator on-line discussion forum (www.wef.org/
onlineeducation/page_forum.aspx)
Workgroup Updates
Each delegate is encouraged to serve on a WEF workgroup.
In the spring 2016 Clarifier issue, Mark Halm discussed his

Clarifier_Summer_2016.indd 13

work with the Innovative Utility Workgroup. The other
workgroups are the Membership, Stormwater and Value of
Water workgroups.
I serve on the Membership Workgroup. This group was charged
with reaching out to Member Associations to identify how
WEF can help recruit and retain members at the MA level, and
how WEF can develop strategies for recruiting members from
under-represented sectors. The workgroup is collaborating
with WEF staff on two projects.
First, we are seeking input from MAs about offering a one-year
complimentary WEF and MA membership to non-members
paying full registration for 2017 WEFTEC in Chicago. The
offer would be only open to new members. Both WEF and the
MA would forgo dues for one year. MAs will have to let WEF
know if they will participate in the program by October. WEF
will only proceed with the initiative if a majority of MAs want
to participate. After the complimentary one-year membership
expires, those participating will be part of WEF's regular
renewal process.
Second, in an effort to enable WEF to better identify how to
maintain and grow membership, we are surveying member
associations that have an MA-only membership level. Survey
questions request information regarding membership
categories, rationale for creating an MA-only membership and
opportunities for cross-marketing. While the survey is being
sent to delegates, we are asking that they seek input from their
full board prior to responding.
Records Library
WEF workgroups and committees produce lots of training
materials, webinars, newsletters, meeting minutes and survey
results. With so much information available, it can be difficult
for volunteers to determine where to find the piece they need.
The House of Delegates Outreach Committee is developing
a management procedure to ensure that all committee and
workgroup records are classified in such a way that they can
be easily stored on and retrieved from the WEF website. The
initial focus is to have a common naming system. The project
is being implemented now, but the new Records Library may
not be fully accessible until WEF rolls out its website upgrade.

This will be my last Delegates' Corner
column as I complete my three-year term
in September 2016. It has been a pleasure
to serve as IWEA's representative to the
WEF House of Delegates.
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Welcome New Members!
By Frederick Wu, Membership Committee Chair

APRIL

Yujie Men

Brett Postl

Postl-Yore and Associates, Inc

University of Illinois At UrbanaChampaign

DPS Equipment Services, Inc.

Atakilt Tsega

Ron Reier

Fox Metro Water Reclamation District

Paul Yost

Xylem Inc

Denny Weber

John Robak

Greeley & Hansen LLC

Michael Zidonis

MAY

MWRDGC

Jeff Severson

Jennifer Anders

Woodard & Curran

Fox Metro Water Reclamation District

JUNE

Michael Cho

Strand Associates, Inc.

Sophia Bainbridge

Jamie Thompson

Tiffany Poole

Michael Tucker

Fox Metro Water Reclamation District

MWRD

Christopher Desilva

Lisa Kursell
Sandra Matual

Michael Sears

Keith Richard

JULY

Greeley and Hansen

SAVE THE DATE!
2016 Annual Plant Operations Workshop
October 27, 2016
8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
MWRDGC Stickney
Water Reclamation Plant
Cecil Lue-Hing M&R Complex, M&R Auditorium
6001 W. Pershing Road, Cicero, IL 60804
$25 for members and $35 for non-members
Lunch included

The committee is working hard to prepare an exciting
and interesting agenda which should provide a terrific
workshop you will not want to miss. The agenda will
be available at the end of August or early September.
The committee is pursuing such topics as:
•
•
•
•
•

IEPA Regulatory Update
Digester Gas Utilization
Converting your process to EBPR
Phosphorous Recovery
Addressing Challenges with the
Changing Workforce

The committee also hopes to include a tour of the
new phosphorous recovery process at the treatment
plant. Stay tuned for registration details which will
be available soon and visit the IWEA website, www.
iweasite.org.org to stay up-to-date on the most recent
information.
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2016-2017 Executive Committee
Illinois Water Environment Association Executive Board
Member/Position

Affiliation/Address

Telephone/Email

Mark Termini
President

1338 W. Holtz Avenue,
Addison, IL 60101

(630) 628-0502
Mark.Termini@att.net

Dan Collins

MWRDGC

(708) 588-4300
Daniel.Collins@mwrd.org

Eric Berggren

HDR, Inc.

(312) 443-4916
Eric.Berggren@hdrinc.com

Kam Law

Greeley and Hansen, LLC

(312) 578-2345
(312) 254-7652 (cell)
kplaw@greeley-hansen.com

Mary Johnson

Corporate Secretary

Rock River Water Reclamation

(815) 387-7523
mjohnson@rrwrd.dst.il.us

Debra Ness

Trotter and Associates

(630) 553-8377
Debraness1360@comcast.net

Mark Halm

Walter E. Deuchler Associates

(630) 897-4651
mhalm@deuchler.com

Past President

MWRDGC
111 E. Erie St.

(312) 751-3167
louis.storino@mwrd.org

Laurie Frieders

Glenbard Wastewater Authority

(630) 391-2169
ExecMgr@iweasite.org

President Elect

First Vice-President

Second Vice-President

Treasurer/WEF Delegate 2019
Delegate 2017

Lou Storino
Executive Manager

Keep your eyes open for these upcoming events!
IWEA Calendar of Events
Date

Meeting/Activity

Location

September 7, 2016

Nutrient Removal & Recovery Workshop

Medinah Shriners
550 Shriners Dr., Addison, IL

September 24-28, 2016

WEFTEC

New Orleans Morial
Convention Center

October 14, 2016

Laboratory Workshop

Fox Metro Water Reclamation
District Laboratory

October 27, 2016

Plant Operations Workshop

MWRD Stickney
Reclamation Plant

November 9, 2016

Collections Seminar

Hyatt Lisle

Government Affairs Conference

Marriott Burr Ridge

IWEA/IAWPCO Joint Annual Conference

Crowne Plaza, Springfield, IL

January 20, 2017
April 24-26, 2017

Please see www.iweasite.org to register for events.
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Illinois Water Environment Association

Non-Profit
U.S. Postage
Paid
I.W.E.A.

PO Box 337
West Chicago, IL 60186-0337

Address Service Requested

Illinois Water Environment Association is a Member Association of
the Water Environment Federation dedicated to improving Illinois’
surface, sub-surface and atmospheric water. The ILLINOIS CLARIFIER
is a quarterly publication of IWEA providing pertinent information
by, for and about IWEA members. The opinions contained herein
are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the IWEA or the

ILLINOIS CLARIFIER committee. Copy deadlines are the 15th of
January, April, July and October. Direct comments and inquiries to:
Illinois
Clarifier,
Karen
Dix
Managing
Editor;
email:
ILClarifier@Juno.com; website: http://iweasite.org/ Printed on recycled
paper. Share with a friend and prospective member, then recycle.

Thank you to all our sponsors for the IWEA Annual Conference!
2016 Golf Sponsors

FLOWTECHNICS, INC.

FOLLOW IWEA ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
You can now follow us on Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn!
See you in cyberspace!
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