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IWPC 2018 IS COMING!
The Springfield Crowne Plaza
will once again host the 2018
IWPC Conference, Apr. 16-18.
Registration is now open.
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Water Standards,Infrastructure Assistance
Highlight Government Affairs Seminar
By Lou Kollias, Governmental Affairs Committee Chair

There were 125 attendees at the Annual
Government Affairs Seminar which was
held recently on Jan. 19 at the Chicago
Marriott Southwest in Burr Ridge, Illinois.
Our keynote speaker was Chris Korleski,
director of the Water Division at USEPA

(United States Environmental Protection
Agency) Region 5. His presentation was
on the direction and streamlining of the
USEPA from headquarters down to the
regions. He explained the reasoning and
implementation of the plan.
Continued On Page 3
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President’s Corner
By Dan Collins, IWEA President

Happy New Year to all! Another year
has passed by and once again we are
presented with a fresh start, a new
beginning. I, for one, am excited for
the new year and for what IWEA
has in store for us.

Looking Back
The Annual Conference held in 2017 was the ﬁrst ever
joint effort between IWEA and the Illinois Association
of Water Pollution Control Operators (IAWPCO). The
event was truly a success and much work is underway
planning the upcoming second annual joint conference
taking place this April. Another new event that took
place in November of last year was the First Annual
Innovative Technologies Dinner. This event was maxed
out in attendance and a huge success. There were
several specialty conferences, one-day seminars, tours,
rain garden events and other networking opportunities
throughout the year requiring many volunteers and
hard work to be successful. I would like to thank all
who participated in each of these events. There are too
many names to mention.
In addition, a few of our dedicated members retired
or moved on from their respective committees or
positions with IWEA after years of service. However,
IWEA remains strong as members step up to ﬁll the
vacant committee chair and vice-chair positions or
take on a new role. This continued collaboration creates
possibilities and the ability to do great things.
Looking Ahead
IWEA committees are working hard to provide you
with interesting and relevant events throughout
the year. There will be seminars, tours, dinners and
other events for all wastewater professionals and
environmental enthusiasts to attend. By visiting the
website periodically, you can keep up to date on all
happenings of IWEA.

I look forward to seeing a great turnout at the Annual
Conference in April. Registration is open, vendor
booths are ﬁlling up and the conference is shaping up
to be a huge success for operators and professionals
alike.
Engage IWEA
Each one of us has something to contribute, and by
working together we can accomplish great things. We
can achieve this by stepping out of our comfort zone
and volunteering to serve on a committee, stepping
up and becoming a committee chair, inviting others
to participate on committees or by simply joining the
organization. IWEA is ﬁscally sound and strong in
its membership. However, in an effort to continually
improve, we need to grow as an organization. Young
professionals, seasoned professionals and operators are
needed to see the organization achieve greater success.
The experience of
being
nominated
and elected president
of such a wonderful
organization
has
been very humbling
and I thank you for
allowing me the
opportunity to take
on such an integral
role of IWEA. I will
continue to serve
Joe Marino, hoarding his spoils after
the IWEA and, once
the second day of the basket rafﬂe.
again,
encourage
everyone to engage the organization through attendance
at one of the many seminars/events, or inviting other
professionals to become members. Participating in
IWEA is beneﬁcial, not only to the organization, but
for us as professionals and operators working to protect
the water environment for future generations.

Photo by Ted Denning
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Continued From Page 1

The presentation was not only
interesting but very entertaining
also.

obtaining Illinois EPA loans for
wastewater and drinking water
infrastructure.

The other presentations featured
a variety of topics. The ﬁrst
presentation of the morning was by
Scott Twait, acting manager of the
Water Quality Standards section
of the Illinois EPA. He discussed
the emerging and anticipated
water quality regulations from
the Bureau of Water and Illinois
Pollution Control Board. The
second presentation was by Mark
Liska, environmental protection
engineer in the Industrial Permits
Section of the Illinois EPA. He
discussed the requirements for
industrial stormwater permits.

The last presentation was by
Jennifer Wasik, supervising aquatic biologist from MWRDGC.
She discussed the status of the
Chicago Area Waterway System
Chloride Initiative, and how
to comply with the impending
chloride waterway standard. All
presentations were well received
by the attendees and are available
on the IWEA website.

The afternoon session started
with an informative presentation
by Gary Bingenheimer, manager
of the Infrastructure Financial
Assistance Section of the
Illinois EPA. He discussed the
requirements and procedures for

Gary Bingenheimer of the Illinois EPA
discussed infrastructure financial assistance.

I wish to thank the members of
the committee for all of their
work over the past year. Thanks
to Laurie Frieders, Nathan Davis,
Bob Johnson, Deb Ness and Jay
Patel.

Jennifer Wasik from MWRGDC presented on the
Chicago Area Waterway System Chloride Initiative.

Photos by Lou Kollias
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From the Shed

By Dan Bounds and the Watershed Management Committee

Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy
(NLRS) Implementation

2018 Illinois MS4 Implementation Seminar

The inaugural NLRS Partnership Conference was held
from Nov. 28 - 30 in Springﬁeld. Over 120 attendees from
local, state and federal interest groups indicated that this
conference was a success and similar conferences should be
held in the future. Discussions included the state’s impact on
Gulf Hypoxia, how Illinois’ nutrient loss strategies compare
to other states, new research, monitoring and assessment
and nutrient control practice implementation progress. The
conference included a stakeholder partner implementation
showcase and a nutrient policy workgroup meeting.
Presentations from the conference are now available on the
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) Nutrient
Loss Reduction Strategy Implementation webpage: www.
epa.illinois.gov/topics/water-quality/watershed-management/
excess-nutrients/nutrient-loss-reduction-strategy/index
Watershed-Based Planning Conference
Illinois EPA’s Watershed-based Planning Conference was held
on Nov. 30 in Springﬁeld. Over 40 attendees participated. The
information provided by the ﬁve presenters was appreciated
and well received by the participants. The conference
included presentations on watershed group planning and
formation, developing nine minimum element watershed
plans, identiﬁcation of pollution sources, management
measure implementation, technical and ﬁnancial assistance
and developing interim implementation milestones and
benchmarks. Presentations from the conference are now
available on IEPA’s Watershed-Based Planning webpage: www.
epa.illinois.gov/topics/water-quality/watershed-management/
watershed-based-planning/index

ILLINOIS WATERSHED

TRIVIA!

IWEA is collaborating
with ASCE/EWRI and
APWA Suburban Branch
to host the 2018 Illinois
Municipal
Separate
Storm Sewer System
(MS4) Implementation
Seminar on Feb. 27
in Schaumburg The
Watershed Management
Committee
has
developed the agenda
for the seminar, which
includes
an
MS4
regulatory update by IEPA, 2017 MS4 audit results and
lessons learned, developing MS4 stormwater management
program plans, shared services opportunities and municipal
implementation case studies. The seminar agenda and
ﬂyer are posted on the IWEA webpage. Sponsorship
opportunities are available. To register for the seminar, go
to: s01.123signup.com/servlet/SignUpMember?PG=15320511
82300&P=15320511911432533000&Info
2018 Watershed Management Track at IWPC
The Watershed Management Committee has ﬁnalized
the agenda for the Watershed Management Track at the
upcoming IWPC Conference. The track will be held on the
normal Tuesday portion of the conference agenda. Check
out the IWPC conference program for full details.

ONE OF THE BEST WAYS TO ENJOY OUR LOCAL WATER
RESOURCES IS TO VISIT ONE OF THE ILLINOIS STATE PARKS.
HOW MANY STATE PARKS ARE THERE IN ILLINOIS??
(Answer on page 9)
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Who was Dr. W.D. Hatﬁeld?
By Keith Richard, Laboratory Committee Chair

For this issue of the Clariﬁer, I decided to give a brief history
lesson. Most of you have probably heard of the “Hatﬁeld
Award” for outstanding performance and professionalism in
wastewater treatment, but you may not know the story of its
namesake, Dr. W. D. Hatﬁeld. Dr. Hatﬁeld dedicated his life to
wastewater treatment and served a long, storied career as the
superintendent of the Sanitary District of Decatur.
William Durrell Hatﬁeld was born in Jacksonville, Illinois on
July 7, 1892. He received his bachelor’s degree from Illinois
College in 1914 followed by his master’s degree in 1916 and his
Ph.D. in 1918, both from the University of Illinois at Urbana
Champaign. He started his wastewater career as an assistant
chemist and bacteriologist with the Illinois Water Survey while
still a graduate student at UIUC.
After graduation, he joined the United States Army where he
served as a second lieutenant in the Sanitary Corps from 19181919. His time in the military was followed by brief stints as
a chemistry professor at Montana State College from 1919-20
and as the superintendent of water ﬁltration in Highland Park,
Michigan from 1921-23.
The Sanitary District of Decatur was formed on Oct. 11, 1917
and was the ﬁrst such district to organize under the Sanitary
District and Sewage Disposal Act of 1917. By 1924, the
Sanitary District of Decatur had built its original treatment
plant consisting of screens, grit chambers, Imhoff tanks, sludge
drying beds and trickling ﬁlters. Dr. Hatﬁeld was hired as
the superintendent in 1924 and served in that role until his
retirement in 1958.
During his tenure at the Sanitary District of Decatur, Dr.
Hatﬁeld pioneered innovative sewage treatment methods using
the Decatur facility as his proving ground. His work resulted
in the development of new and more eﬃcient treatment plants
and he became a recognized leader in the advancement of
wastewater treatment processes.
Dr. Hatﬁeld served as the president of the Central States
Sewage Works Association from 1944-45 and president of the
Federation of Sewage and Industrial Wastes Associations

(now known as WEF) from 195859. The “William D. Hatﬁeld
Award” was named in his
honor to recognize operators of
wastewater treatment plants for
their outstanding performance
and professionalism. Today, 40
WEF member associations in
the country and 17 member
associations internationally have
bestowed the “William D. Hatﬁeld
Award.”

Dr. W.D. Hatfield

Throughout his career, Dr. Hatﬁeld contributed numerous
articles to professional journals including improvements to
many analytical procedures. He served on the editorial board
for the Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and
Wastewater 8th, 9th, and 10th editions. Dr. Hatﬁeld received
many awards during his career including the Charles Alvin
Emerson Medal and he was the recipient of the very ﬁrst Class
1 Wastewater Operator Certiﬁcate in the State of Illinois.
The laboratories at the Sanitary District of Decatur are named
the “W.D. Hatﬁeld Laboratories” in honor of Dr. Hatﬁeld’s long
career at the district. The laboratories perform approximately
2,000 analyses per month on samples from the treatment plant
and the industrial monitoring program. The staff of the W.D.
Hatﬁeld Laboratories works hard to maintain the standard of
excellence instilled by Dr. Hatﬁeld nearly a century ago. The
next time you hear of someone receiving the “Hatﬁeld Award,”
you should now have a better appreciation of the signiﬁcance
of its namesake.
This photo taken in May
1925 shows Dr. Karl Imhoff
(third from the left), inventor
of the Imhoff treatment
process, when he came over
from his home in Germany
to visit the Decatur facility.
Standing with him are (from
left) Dr. Hatfield, E. Burton,
and (right) H. P. Eddy.
Photos from sddcleanwater.org
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Registration Open for IWPC ’18!
By the Newsletter Committee

ON THE ROAD
TO RESOURCE RECOVERY

Register To Attend IWPC '18
April 16 - 18, 2018 • Springﬁeld, IL

Attendee registration is now open for the IWPC ’18 Joint Annual
Conference and Exposition, Apr. 16-18, 2018 in Springﬁeld,
Illinois. Join hundreds of wastewater professionals and more
than 90 exhibitors for an educational and fun conference that
puts true focus back into Resource Recovery. Attendees can
also earn professional development hours (PDHs). Visit the
2018 IWPC conference website for the preliminary technical
program and course schedule including workshops!
For accommodations, call the Springﬁeld Crowne Plaza $125/
night (217) 529-7777 and mention “IWPC”, or call Holiday
Inn Express $91/night (217) 529-7771 and mention “IWPC.”
Availability is limited.
Early Bird Conference Registration Rates:
Technical
Full Conference $300 IWEA and/or IAWPCO
members/$350 non-members

members/$175 non-members
Operators
Full Conference $200 IWEA and/or IAWPCO
members/$235 non-members
One-Day Registration $125 members/$175 non-members
Students
Full Conference $50
Spouse, Retiree and Exhibits Only registration is also
available.
Early Bird Registration rates end February 28!
Register online at www.iweasite.org. Click on 2018
IWPC Website.
See you at IWPC!

One-Day Registration $125 IWEA and/or IAWPCO
6
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LIFT Hosts First Annual Innovative
Technologies Seminar
By Brooke Henry, LIFT Committee Chair

The Leaders Innovation Forum for Technology (LIFT) Committee
hosted the ﬁrst annual Innovative Technologies Dinner on Nov.
16 at the Rock Bottom Brewery in Chicago. Almost 30 people
attended the dinner meeting. Dr. Ali Oskouie, a senior research
scientist with the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of
Greater Chicago (MWRDGC), was the speaker. He has more
than 15 years of experience as a senior research scientist in
process engineering, pilot testing, and research and development
initiatives at MWRDGC.

Through regular meetings, webinars, and test bed tours, the goal
of the IWEA LIFT committee is to facilitate the relationship
between municipalities and innovative technologies and to foster
and strengthen utility-university partnerships.

Dr. Oskouie has been an adjunct professor at the Illinois Institute
of Technology (IIT) for more than 20 years. He provided an
update on the innovative Membrane-Aerated Bioﬁlm Reactor
(MABR) technology, ZeeLung™, which was piloted at the
MWRDGC's O’Brien Water Reclamation Plant for a year. The
goal of the ZeeLung™ pilot was to evaluate energy saving potential
to help MWRDGC in their energy neutrality initiative.
Testing revealed that membrane technologies can increase
capacity by operating at a higher mixed liquor suspended solids
(MLSS) and potentially achieve both nitriﬁcation and enhanced
biological phosphorus removal (EBPR) without constructing
additional infrastructure. Dr. Oskouie presented the pilot test
results and discussed some of the pros and cons of the technology.
LIFT is a program that can quickly and eﬃciently take new
technologies from research to practice. LIFT is a partnership
between the Water Environment Federation (WEF) and the
Water Environment and Reuse Foundation (WE&RF). IWEA is
proud to be the second member association to become a LIFT
aﬃliate in the United States.

The LIFT Committee is now planning events for 2018. The
committee will host an Innovative Technologies Tour of a nearby
testing facility in the spring and a second Annual Innovative
Technologies dinner in the fall. Also, at the 2018 IWPC Annual
Conference, the LIFT Committee will have a track on Monday
with speakers from two sides of the industry-- university and
utility. Thank you to our committee members for making this
a successful year: Kam Law, Lou Storino, Meagan Matias, Joe
Cummings, Sara Arabi, Craig Brunner, Dave Koch, Mark Halm,
Omkar Ghavi, Nina Kshetry, Kuldip Kumar, Arun Mande,
Mwende Leﬂer, Eider Alvarez-Puras and Judith Moran. We look
forward to another year of growth!
Photo by Kam Law

Welcome New Members!
By Frederick Wu, Membership Committee Chair

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

JANUARY

John Ashley
Village of Channahon

Henry Altott

Ryan Blackburn

Karl Darcy

Einter Alvarez
Baxter & Woodman, Inc.

Dominic Brose
Metropolitan Water

Jimmie Delgado
Fox Metro WRD

Brett Ashburn
City of Fairbury

Katie Kosirog
Fermilab

Katarzyna Majewska

Peter Larson

Timothy J Ramsey
Nixon Peabody LLP

James Childress
City of Geneva
Kate Despinoy
Stanley Consultants
Paul Ihnatiuk
Pedrollo

Tony Jonas
Village of Algonquin
Jason Schutz
Village of Algonquin
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Executive Board Nominees
By Mark Termini, Nominating Committee Chair

The Nominating Committee considered candidates for the 2018-19 IWEA Executive Board. Following is the slate of
oﬃcers recommended for the upcoming year. This slate of oﬃcers will be voted on by the IWEA membership at the
next general meeting at the IWPC Conference.
With the resignation of Eric Berggren, two board positions needed to be ﬁlled. Kam Law moves from president-elect to
president. Cheryl Kunz moves from First Vice-President to President-elect and two candidates were selected to ﬁll the
ﬁrst and second vice president positions. The newly recommended oﬃcers are Fred Wu for ﬁrst vice president and Lee
Melcher for second vice president.

President Kam Law

Kam Law is a senior project manager at Greeley and Hansen. She has more than 22
years of experience in all aspects of wastewater treatment and is a registered professional
engineer in Illinois and Wisconsin. She has been active in the WEF Municipal Resource
Recovery Design Committee, serving as the chair for the Leading Edge Outreach
Subcommittee. She has also served as the chair for the IWEA Industrial Pretreatment
Committee and the Nutrient Removal and Recovery Committee. She is currently on
the Scholarship and LIFT committees. Kam has a B.S. in Civil Engineering and a M.S.
in Environmental Engineering from the University of Kansas, and a Master of Project
Management degree from Northwestern University. She is currently pursuing a doctoral
degree in Civil and Environmental Engineering from the University of Nevada-Reno.

President Elect Cheryl Kunz

Cheryl Kunz is the director of marketing for Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. She has more
than 25 years of corporate marketing experience in the wastewater treatment industry
including strategic branding, product promotion, public relations and customer
education and training. Cheryl has a B.A. in Business Management and Marketing and
is a 2008 graduate of the Leadership Rockford program. She is an active member of
IWEA and has served as chair of the association’s Marketing Committee since 2010.
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For 2018–2019
First Vice President Frederick Wu

Frederick Wu is a senior civil engineer for the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District
of Greater Chicago’s engineering department. Frederick specializes in the design,
rehabilitation and management of the district’s collection system. Frederick holds a M.S.
in Environmental Engineering from the Illinois Institute of Technology and a B.S. in
Civil and Environmental Engineering from University of Illinois Urbana Champaign.
Frederick has been serving as the membership chair since 2008 and currently is active
on the IWEA Young Professional, Collection Facilities and Scholarship & Charitable
Giving Committees. Frederick represents IWEA on the WEF membership committee
and formerly served as the secretary to the city branch of the APWA Chicago Metro
Chapter. Frederick currently resides in Chicago and is excited to help guide IWEA into
the future.

Second Vice President Lee Melcher

Lee Melcher is a project manager at Greeley and Hansen and holds a B.S. in Civil
Engineering from the University of Illinois and a B.S. in Physics from Western Illinois
University. He served in the Army National Guard for six years while attending college
and was honorably discharged at the rank of sergeant. Lee has been in the engineering
ﬁeld for 14 years and has worked on a wide range of projects and programs in the water
and wastewater industry. Lee has been a WEF member since 2007 and has been active
in IWEA throughout the years. He has served as the chair for the Plant Operations
Committee since 2012 and has been a member of the Golf Committee since 2015. Lee
has also committed his time to IWEA by organizing annual events through the Plant
Operations Committee, presenting papers, moderating technical sessions, assisting with
the Operator's Challenge and authoring articles for the Clariﬁer. Earlier this year, Lee
became a member of the Select Society of Sanitary Sludge Shovelers (I5S).

The nominating committee consisted of Executive Director Laurie Frieders, President Dan Collins, President-Elect Kam
Law, First Vice-President Cheryl Kunz, Treasurer Lou Storino, Corporate Secretary Mary Johnson and Past President
Mark Termini

TRIVIA

ANSWER!

Answer: There are 141 state parks in Illinois. Yes, 141 according to IDNR’s current All Parks website:
www.dnr.illinois.gov/Parks/Pages/AllParks.aspx. How many have you been to? Start thinking warm weather
thoughts and begin planning your 2018 park visits.
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Delegates’ Corner
By Deb Ness, Delegate 2019

Becky Rose and I continue to participate in the Operator
Initiative Workgroup. The objectives of this group are to
promote and support the professional operator through
the development of promotional materials that support and
encourage participation in WEF operator-oriented programs
and services, including the Operator Ingenuity contest.
The workgroup will be targeting the core operators which
include Municipal Water, Wastewater and Infrastructure.
Stormwater may also be targeted. The group will be surveying
its Member Associations (MAs) to see if there are any other
additional groups of operators that should be included.
During the January House of Delegates (HOD) workgroup
conference call, the group discussed how to get more
applicants for the WEF Operator Ingenuity Award. The

workgroup’s primary goal will be to get more information
about the award and the application procedure added to
WEF’s website. Currently, some award information and a list
of winners is easy to ﬁnd, while other information is missing
or hard to access.
The workgroup is also planning to modify the process that
the MAs use to get information on WEF nominees. They will
also be generating promotional material about the award for
all of the MAs to use. Hopefully, the MAs will distribute the
materials during the 2018 WEFMAX meetings to encourage
applicants within their organization to apply. Currently, WEF
only receives about 20 applicants and awards six recipients
annually. We can do much better than that!

Rain Garden Project Fall Update
By Kelly Lockerbie, Students and Young Professionals Committee Chair

IWEA students and young professionals met on Nov. 19
for the 2017 fall cleanup of the Pulaski Park Rain Garden
in Chicago. The team worked together to clean, weed and
mulch the rain garden, which collects rainwater from the
Pulaski Park pool house roof to alleviate localized ﬂooding
within the park.
Twice each year, the team returns to the park to ﬁnd that
the plants have grown substantially since they last visited.
In spring of 2018, students and young professionals will
gather again at the park to perform spring maintenance on
the garden.
The Students and Young Professionals Committee would
like to thank those who came out to help with the rain
garden. Saki Handa, Paul Hurley, Kelly Lockerbie, Brooke
Henry, David Gardner-Dale, and Leigha Green (pictured)

volunteered their time to make this a successful event. After
the rain garden cleanup, everyone gathered at Piece Pizza to
celebrate their hard work. See you in the Spring!
Photo by Kelly Lockerbie
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IWPC Program:
Something for Everyone!
By Mike Lutz, Program Committee Chair and Kam Law, Conference Committee Chair

A full slate of informative and insightful presentations
is planned for the second annual Illinois Wastewater
Professionals Conference (IWPC), Apr. 16-18 at the Crowne
Plaza in Springﬁeld.
The conference will begin with an opening keynote presentation
by Dr. William Gonwa of Milwaukee School of Engineering
and an update on the Water Environment Federation (WEF)
from Ms. Eileen O'Neill, Executive Director of WEF. The
technical program will kick off Monday afternoon with
technical tracks for Biosolids 1, Leaders Innovation Forum for
Technology (LIFT), Nutrients 1, and Pretreatment. The IWEA
Laboratory Committee will be hosting a Biochemical Oxygen
Demand (BOD) Workshop, where participants will learn how
to perform BOD analyses. Student poster presentations will
also be held in the afternoon, with the evening topped off with
the IWEA Annual Awards Banquet.
On Tuesday, the technical programs will start off in the morning
with Watershed 1, Laboratory and Resource Recovery tracks.
The opening session of Watershed 1 will feature Mr. Scott Twait
of Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA). He will be
providing an update on the Illinois Water Quality Standards.
Also on Tuesday morning, the Exhibit Hall will open and boxed
lunches will be provided. The afternoon technical sessions will
include Watershed 2, Electrical, and Nutrients 2. The Electrical
track will be kicked off by ComEd with a discussion of their
public sector energy eﬃciency programs.

We are thrilled to have two keynote speakers for the Nutrients 2
track. The ﬁrst speaker will be Mr. Gerald Keenan of the Illinois
Pollution Control Board. He will be discussing statewide water
quality trading markets for nutrients. The second keynote
speaker will be Mr. David St. Pierre of the Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District of Greater Chicago (MWRDGC). He will
be discussing the concept of an environmental utility and how
the nutrient issues can be solved by bringing all stakeholders
together. The Plant Operator’s Challenge will be held in the
afternoon and the Exhibit Hall will remain open until the
conclusion of the day with a happy hour.
Wednesday will start out the morning with a variety of technical
tracks which include Trending Topics, Asset Management,
Liquid Treatment, Operations, Biosolids 2, and Stormwater,
followed by an Illinois Association of Water Pollution Control
Operators (IAWPCO) luncheon. In the afternoon, there will be
a Collection System technical track, a Program Logic Controller
(PLC) workshop which will discuss some of the basics of a PLC,
a Joint Utility Locating Information for Excavators (JULIE)
workshop that will discuss the basics of the JULIE one-call
system, Environmental Review Training Center (ERTC)
Review classes, and a presentation from a representative of
the Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund (IMRF) who will
be discussing retirement beneﬁts. The day will end with an
IAWPCO Annual Banquet.
Registration is now open on the 2018 IWPC website. Register
before Feb. 28, 2018 to receive an early bird discount. We look
forward to seeing you there!

Keep your eyes open for these upcoming events!
IWEA Calendar of Events
Date

Meeting/Activity

Location

Feb. 21, 2018

Industrial Pretreatment Dinner

Ditka's - Oak Brook Terrace, IL

Feb. 28, 2018

MS4 Implementation Seminar

Chandler’s Chop House - Schaumburg, IL

Apr. 16-18, 2018 IWPC (Illinois Wastewater Professionals) Annual Conference Crowne Plaza - Springﬁeld, IL
June 7, 2018

IWEA 15th Annual Golf Outing

Links at Carillon

Please see www.iweasite.org to register for events.
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IWEA Hosts Collection Facilities Seminar
By Joe Sullivan, Collection Facilities Committee Member

The 2017 Annual Collection Facilities Seminar was held
at the Hyatt in Lisle, Illinois on Nov. 2 and was another
IWEA success. Overall attendance was up from previous
years and included 60 attendees and 22 exhibitors.

Patrick Lach, PE, CFM taught us all about the ASCE
infrastructure report card including what wastewater
grades were received in the state of Illinois. Overall, Illinois
received a C- for its 2014 infrastructure report card--a
grade that was up slightly from the previous D+ received
Construction in the front lobby of the hotel may have in 2010. The grades for Illinois as reported by ASCE in
confused some on how to get into the building, but it 2014 were as follows:
didn’t impact the show overall, as attendees found their
way through the south entrance which led directly into
A
= Exceptional: Fit for the Future
the atrium to the seminar. Overall, the speakers and
B
= Good: Adequate for Now
exhibitors were well received by the attendees who were
C
= Mediocre: Requires Attention
engaged throughout the day.
D
F

= Poor: At Risk
= Failing: Critical - Unﬁt for Purpose

Anna Kesler, PE and Tom Powers, PE kicked off the event
with a presentation on their experiences with the new
Inﬁltration and Inﬂow Control Programs (IICP) in the
Aviation
C+
Rail
C
Villages of Glencoe and Niles respectively. They explained
Bridges
C+
Roads
D+
what it has been like managing their sewer assets and
Dams
C
Transit
D+
ﬁnding funding for this new program. MWRDGC staff Drinking Water
CWastewater
D+
members in attendance listened closely to hear what Navigable Water
D2014 Illinois Overall
Cthe municipalities had to say about their efforts towards
compliance within the ﬁrst two years of this important,
mandated sewer program. The IICP program is targeted at Next up was Chris Skehan of ADS Environmental,
reducing wet weather ﬂows in all separate sanitary sewer who educated all of us on the reasons to do large scale
system tributaries to the MWRDGC.
ﬂow monitoring and how a practical approach to ﬂow
monitoring projects can lead to successful results for your
Todd Bonk of Visu-Sewer Illinois impressed us all with sewer collection system in Illinois.
his informative presentation on foam grouts and where
different grouts can be used in the system. His knowledge Breakfast and lunch in the atrium were delicious as ever and
of application techniques and the pros and cons of the both provided ample time for mingling and networking as
different grout products shows that he’s deﬁnitely a well as visiting with the many exhibitors set up throughout
valuable resource and someone you should talk to if you’re the area. The product demos in between the presentations
interested in a grouting program.
by Spectrum, ADS, Automatic Control Services and
Milliken were informative and ﬁlled with interesting
new products and ideas. The day closed with raﬄe-type
Ed Dunne of Crane Pumps and Systems taught us all giveaways in the exhibit hall, and everyone that had a
about low pressure sanitary sewer systems. Everyone in completed signature card from every vendor was eligible
the audience who has seen Ed present before knows that to win a great raﬄe prize donated by one of our vendors.
if you raise your hand often for his questions, you may be From gift cards to tools and coolers, all of the prizes were
one of the lucky few with a correct answer to receive a cool greatly appreciated by the IWEA and all lucky winners in
gift. Sometimes you can even earn a prize if your answer attendance. We look forward to seeing everybody again at
was close to being correct!
the IWEA Collection Facilities Seminar in 2018.
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Get Ready to Bid at the IWEA
Annual Conference!
By Paul Hurley, Scholarship and Charitable Giving Committee Chair

The Scholarship and Charitable Giving Committee is
excited to announce the return of the gift basket raﬄe at
the upcoming Illinois Wastewater Professionals (IWPC)
Annual Conference.
Last year, this fundraiser brought in over $2,500 for
scholarships! A few of our generous sponsors have donated
baskets, and we again have an IWEA committee challenge
to donate the “coolest” basket. There will be drawings for
baskets in the Exhibit Hall during the Exhibitor's reception on
Tuesday and just prior to close of exhibiting on Wednesday.
There will be a variety of baskets to win, and the tickets
themselves are available one for $1 each, seven for $5 or 15
for $10.
We have already selected our scholarship winners from our
talented applicant pool, and we are very excited to announce

First Quarter
Financial Report
By Lou Storino, Treasurer

Federal Form 990-EZ,
Short Form Return of
Organization Exempt from Income Tax, was ﬁled in
November for ﬁscal year 2016. State Form AG990IL, Illinois Charitable Organization Annual Report,
was ﬁled in December for the same ﬁscal year.
Additionally, in December the treasurer submitted a
STAX-1 Application for Sales Tax Exemption to the
Illinois Department of Revenue.

them at the annual conference. Our scholarships will go to
high school and college students who are Illinois residents or
go to school in Illinois.
The Illinois Association of Water Pollution Control
Operators (IAWPCO) will donate baskets this year as well,
and a portion of the funds raised will support IAWPCO's
scholarship for students to attend the Environmental
Resources Training Center at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville (SIUE).
This year we have a brand new scholarship, the Public Service
Scholarship, which pays for public works professionals to
attend a session at the Illinois Public Service Institute.
Come and support the IWEA Scholarship Fund and enter
the drawing to take home a delightful basket in the process!
See you at IWPC!

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(as of 12/31/17)

Bank Accounts
Community Bank .................. $ $128,063.13
Scholarship Fund ........................ $ 10,755.05
Asset Accounts
12 Month Reserve CD ...........$ $
24 Month Reserve CD ...............$
12 Month Reserve CD ............... $
12 Month Reserve CD ............... $
24 Month Reserve CD ............... $
24 Month Reserve CD ................ $
24 Month Reserve CD ................ $

12,566.78
13,236.25
10,268.79
10,041.78
10,526.77
10,194.33
10,041.26

Total ...................................... $ 215,694.14

The second quarter of the 2017-2018 ﬁscal year ended
on December 31, 2017. Second quarter ending balances
are presented.

13

2018_WinterClarifier_FINAL.indd 13

2/2/18 12:06 PM

Capitol Currents
By Nathan Davis, Collection Systems Committee

State News
First Inaugural Nutrient Reduction Loss Strategy
Workshop Held
The state held a conference in November, gathering
stakeholders from across Illinois to discuss the progress on
the implementation of the state’s nutrient loss reduction
strategy and outline steps moving forward.
The 2015 Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy established
several working committees to further the knowledge
base and advance the progress in each of their areas of
expertise. The nutrient science advisory committee (NSAC)
is a group of scientists that was established to determine
numerical nutrient water quality criteria for the state of
Illinois. Given their charge, this group’s efforts are of great
interest to many different stakeholders within the state.
The NSAC presented an update on their progress including
the following items:
• NSAC has conducted monthly conference calls and met
face-to-face approximately every quarter since late 2015.
Frequency of both has increased over the past few months.
• The NSAC determined early on that the stressor-response
approach to deriving nutrient criteria was preferred, and
conceptual models for both wadeable and non-wadeable
streams were developed in accordance with Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) guidance.
• Criteria combining both causative (nutrient concentration)
and response (DO, biological metrics and indices,
chlorophyll, pH) variables are preferred by NSAC.
• NSAC analyzed and evaluated hundreds of relationships
using the IEPA (Illinois Environmental Protection Agency)
ambient data set from 2006-15 (through an EPA contract
with TetraTech). While there was some support for the
conceptual models, in virtually all cases, the stressorresponse models had low predictive power with R2 values
less than 0.35. Stressor-response data analyses did not
provide adequate support for determination of numeric
nutrient criteria.
• NSAC is currently evaluating reference and background
condition data, information from other states and scientiﬁc
literature for evidence to support numeric nutrient criteria
for the state of Illinois.

Federal News
Great Lakes CSO Reporting Rule Finalized
On December 18, the USEPA (United States Environmental
Protection Agency) Administrator Scott Pruitt signed a
ﬁnal rule placing new requirements for public notices on
Combined Sewer Overﬂows (CSOs) in the Great Lakes Basin.
This new rule was put into place to satisfy requirements
contained within the 2016 Consolidated Appropriations Act
enacted by Congress. The rulemaking is intended to provide
consistency and timely notiﬁcation of the public when CSO
events occur. Requirements include speciﬁcations for:
• CSO signage
• Notiﬁcation of health departments and affected entities
• Initial notiﬁcation requirements
• Development of notiﬁcation plans
A complete copy of the rule is available for download on
the EPA’s website.
Newly Enacted Tax Bill Maintains Tax-Exempt Status
for Municipal Bonds
As you may have heard, revisions to the U.S. tax code were
passed by Congress and signed into law during the ﬁnal
weeks of 2017. Most pieces of legislation, this bill underwent
many changes as it made its way through both the House and
Senate. One of these changes had WEF (Water Environment
Federation) and similar organizations breathing a sigh of
relief. Earlier versions of the bill would have removed the
tax-exempt status placed on municipal bonds used in water
infrastructure projects. These provisions were removed
from the ﬁnal tax plan, leaving the tax-exempt status intact
after lobbying by several concerned groups.
Further Action Deﬁning the Waters of the U.S.
USEPA is continuing their efforts to better deﬁne the
“Waters of the US.” This effort has been ongoing for some
time, and originally led to a rule making in 2015 that was
highly controversial and resulted in a court-ordered stay
before the rule took effect. The Trump administration
signed a new rule in June of 2017 to recodify the regulations
that existed prior to the 2015 rule. On Nov. 22, the EPA
published a request for comments to be used in developing
a replacement deﬁnition. Public comments were received
through Dec. 13, and EPA has indicated they plan to take
further action in early 2018.
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IWEA Operators Challenge
By Greg Garbs, Plant Operations Committee

The Plant Operations Committee has been very busy this
year, again planning the “Event of the Century”, well . . .
it’s hard to beat last year! This year, the IWPC Operators
Challenge will be just downright fun though not as extensive
as WEFTEC! The event will be held in the main exhibit hall
and won’t cost you a dime. You just have to register at the
head judges table.
The goal of the Operators Challenge is to provide a fun
but educational experience. There are four challenges
to participate in: Laboratory, Maintenance, Safety, and
Operations.
The lab team is busy researching an analysis that will be
educational yet familiar enough to everyone. Each participant
will be required to don the provided goggles, lab coats,
aprons and gloves. Emphasis will be placed on procedure,
technique, set-up and clean-up. The challenge criteria for
grading will be 20 different aspects of the analysis. Judges
will be knowledgeable and stringent, just like the regulators!
The Maintenance challenge is coming together. The SCADA
system event will return, which requires participants to
research and identify various characteristics within a WERF.
The other half of the maintenance challenge will either be
a part identiﬁcation or an operations and maintenance
manual exercise. Just like last year, grading will be based
upon 20 different aspects of the job including preparation,
maintenance techniques, clean-up and use of or lack of
profanity. Judges are industry professionals and equipment
representatives, so be on your toes!

The Safety challenge will be similar to last year with a few
tweaks. This year, each participant will be required to walk
through scenarios and identify procedures to perform
activities in a safe manner. Greg and Lynn run a tight ship so
profanity and arguing is not tolerated at this station!
Sharpen up your wits! The challenge for Operations
consists of a quiz developed by the high academics at the
Environmental Resources Training Center. These guys say
the quiz will challenge even the most knowledgeable and
astute operator. Most operators make it through unscathed
but it is fun to watch the engineers, managers and other
professionals scratch their noggins. The quiz is short but will
make you think.
The grade sheets will be submitted to the head judge’s table.
There, in a top secret, high security area, the knowledgeable
judges will tabulate the results. The winners will be
announced at the end of the day. Each participant will be
awarded a certiﬁcate of achievement. The winners of each
event will receive a plaque and the undying respect and
adulation of the crowds.
This event is for individual participation. Individuals may
choose to enter just one challenge or all four. This makes it
easy and ﬂexible for anyone who is interested in participating.
See you there and may the sludge be with you!

Photos by Ted Denning
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
FOR THE UPCOMING IWPC CONFERENCE!
For more information on sponsorship opportunities,
visit the 2018 IWPC website.

April 16-18, 2018
Springfield, IL

Lake Sponsors

River Sponsors

World Water Sponsor

Partners In
Resource Recovery
Stream Sponsors

FOLLOW IWEA ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
You can now follow us on Twitter, LinkedIn and Instagram!
See you in cyberspace!
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