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New Inductees to I5S at the IWPC
Annual Conference
As the new executive board was voted into office at the recent
IWPC conference, so were the newest members of the I5S. From
left to right: Dr. Eileen O’Neill, WEF Executive Director; Dan Small
of Strand Associates; Greg Garbs, I5S Chair; and Mike Lutz of
Farnsworth Group. For more fun from Springfield, see inside.
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At the dinner, the featured speaker, Gerald Karr (left) supervising attorney for the Illinois Attorney General's
Environmental Bureau/Chicago, shares a light moment with IWWSG board member Rob Mead.

Members Gather for 2018 Industrial
Pretreatment Dinner
By Alice Ohrtmann, Industrial Pretreatment Committee Chair

A group of 46 attended the annual Industrial
Pretreatment Dinner on Feb. 21 at the
Ditka's Oakbrook in Oak Brook Terrace, IL.
This was a joint event for the Illinois Water

Environment Association (IWEA) and the
Illinois Industrial Water, Waste & Sewage
Group (IWWSG).
Photos by Ted Denning Continued On Page 3

Enhancing and Protecting the Illinois Water Environment through Education and Collaboration

President’s Corner
By Kam Law, IWEA President

Being a member of the Illinois Water
Environment Association (IWEA)
has been one of the most enjoyable
and rewarding experiences I have had
since starting my career as an engineer.
Throughout the years, I have had
opportunities to serve on committees
such as the Industrial Pretreatment
Committee, the Scholarship Committee, the Nutrient
Removal and Recovery Committee, and the latest: Leaders
Innovation Forum for Technologies (LIFT) Committee.
It’s an enjoyable experience because all the committee
members, despite working hard to put together workshops,
seminars and other activities, are also a bunch of funloving people. It’s a rewarding experience because we are
all together for a good cause: to promote the importance of
protecting and preserving the most valuable asset on Earth,
water. To be able to serve on the Executive Board of IWEA,
it takes this experience to another level. I am honored and
privileged to be the President of IWEA this year.
To start off the year, the second annual Illinois Water
Professionals Conference (IWPC) was held from April
16-18 at the Crowne Plaza in Springfield, Illinois. It was
a joint conference with the Illinois Association of Water
Pollution Control Operators (IAWPCO). To say that the
conference was a success is an understatement. We had over
500 attendees, 16 tracks with 68 technical presentations, 4
workshops and 2 training classes, and over 70 exhibition
booths. Not to mention over $2,700 was raised for
scholarship funds.
The IWPC would not be such a huge success without our
generous sponsors, and the time and effort put forth by the
Conference Committee which was made up of several IWEA
committees. To name just a few, the Program Committee
led by Mike Lutz, the Manufacturers Advisory Committee
led by Pete Lynch, the Scholarship and Charitable Giving
Committee led by Paul Hurley, the Awards Committee led
by past IWEA President Amanda Withers, the Student and
Young Professionals Committee led by Kelly Lockerbie, the
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Marketing Committee led by our President Elect, Cheryl
Kunz, the Operations Challenge Committee led by Greg
Garbs and the Executive Board of the IAWPCO. Special
thanks to Laurie Frieders, IWEA Executive Manager who
is the true pillar of the organization. The list goes on and
on, and I would like to thank you all for such a great event.
Looking ahead to the next year and beyond, I am excited to
announce new initiatives and businesses which are in store
for us. We will be starting a new committee on sustainability
and resource recovery, as well as organizing operator
training classes which will offer credits for those who need
to fulfill their continuing education requirements. We will
start putting together the Member Association (MA) of the
Year Award application. Above all, we will be celebrating
our first IWEA member to ascend to the Presidency of the
Water Environment Federation at the upcoming annual
Water Environment Federation Technical Exhibition and
Conference (WEFTEC) in September in New Orleans, Tom
Kunetz. Despite all the new business, we will continue to
focus on providing outstanding programs and services to
our members. Without the support of our members and
the dedication from our committees, IWEA would not be
standing here today, tall and strong.
I admit that it was a bit nerve-wracking when the immediate
Past President Dan Collins passed me the gavel during the
IWEA Awards Banquet. But I know I am in good hands
with all the support that I have received from my colleagues
as well as the IWEA Executive Board.
As we will be celebrating the 40th anniversary of IWEA,
I would like to thank all the past presidents whose
leadership and vision paved the road to success. But our
job does not stop here. We need your support to continue
the IWEA mission: to enhance and protect the Illinois
water environment through education and collaboration.
Especially in the current political climate, your voices and
participation are needed more than ever. I look forward
to the upcoming year, working with you to make IWEA a
stronger and more resilient organization.

Continued From Page 1

Gerald (Gerry) Karr, Supervising Attorney for the Illinois
Attorney General's Environmental Bureau/Chicago, was the
speaker. The title of his presentation was Time Limited Water
Quality Standards, New Section 38.5 of the Environmental
Protection Act. Mr. Karr discussed the recent amendment
to the Illinois Environmental Protection Act that allows
time-limited water quality standards and the Illinois EPA
Rulemaking implementing this amendment. He also
provided an overview on the Illinois EPA and Attorney
General Office enforcement process and what can be
expected at each step.

Photos by Ted Denning

Student Poster Competition at IWPC Conference
By Kelly Locherbie, Student and Young Professionals Committee Chair

Each year, the Student and Young Professionals Committee
plans events for students and YPs to get together at the
annual conference. This year, the events began Monday
afternoon with the Student Poster Competition, an annual
event where students from Illinois schools showcase
their research in the water/wastewater field. This year’s
winner was Xiaolong Wang from the Illinois Institute of
Technology. Following the Student Poster Competition
was the Young Professionals Reception networking event.
Thanks to all who were able to attend!
The Students and Young Professionals Committee always
welcomes new members! If you’re interested in getting
involved, email Committee Chair Kelly Lockerbie at
klockerbie@greeley-hansen.com.

Student poster competition winner, Xiaolong Wang
Photo by Ted Denning
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2018 WEF and IWEA Award Winners
Honored at 39th Annual Banquet
By Amanda Withers, Awards Committee Chair

The membership of IWEA gathered to honor some of
its members during the recent annual banquet at the
IWPC Conference.

WEF AWARDS
Lou Storino received the Arthur Sidney Bedell Award,
acknowledging his extraordinary personal service
to the Member Association. Lou has served as our
Treasurer since 2017, was President of IWEA in 201415 and has served on numerous IWEA committees
since becoming a member in 2001.
Sandra Matual received the William D. Hatfield
Award, which is presented to operators of wastewater
treatment plants for outstanding performance and
professionalism. Sandra has been in the wastewater
field at Metropolitan
Water Reclamation
District of Greater
Chicago since 1997
and is currently a
supervisor at the
O’Brien
Water
Reclamation Plant
in Skokie.
Carol Stream Water Reclamation Center received the
George W. Burke Jr. Safety Award. The facility’s safety
action plan and training program is driven by their
employees. They have gone over 1,216 days without an
OSHA-recordable incident and are 100-percent permit
compliant.
Bruce Rabe received the Laboratory Analyst
Excellence Award recognizing him for outstanding
performance, professionalism and contribution to
the water quality analysis profession. Bruce is the
laboratory supervisor for the Urbana-Champaign
Sanitary District and an active member of the
laboratory committee.
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Mark Halm was recognized for his service as WEF
Delegate 2014-17 and participating on the WEF
Steering Committee and Public Communications and
Member Association Outreach Workgroups. Mark is a
past President of IWEA and has served on and chaired
several IWEA committees.
Terry Krause was recognized for recently becoming
a WEF Life Member, commemorating his 35 years of
consecutive active membership in WEF and earning
free WEF membership. Congratulations Terry, and
thank you for your service to WEF and IWEA over the
years!

IWEA AWARDS
Dr. George Wells received the Best Technical
Presentation Award, for his 2017 presentation entitled
Mainstream Deammonification. Dr. Wells works in the
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering
at Northwestern University and is well published on
sustainable solutions.
Brooke Henry received the Outstanding Young
Professional Award, for her contribution as a young
water environment professional. Brooke has been
active on the young professional and social media
committees and is currently advising the new LIFT
committee chair.
Wade Lagle received the Kenneth C. Merideth
Memorial Award for elevating the status of the plant
operator and promoting operator professionalism
within Illinois. Wade is very active in several
professional organizations and supervises operators at
the Urbana-Champaign Sanitary District.

Senator Dick Durbin received the Public Official
Award for his contributions to improve the water
environment of the State of Illinois. The senator has
demonstrated a strong commitment to protecting
and improving the water environment and preserving
Illinois’ natural resources.

Jonathan Kolweier and Jessica Shen received the
2018 Environmental Career Scholarship. Jonathan
is an Eagle Scout, varsity volleyball player and attends
Hoffman Estates high school. Jessica is a senior at Adlai
E. Stevenson High School, plays flute and badminton
and is interested in conservation work.

Keith Zollers received the Golden Manhole
Collection Systems Award in recognition of his service
to the wastewater field for more than 17 years. Keith is
the Field Operations Supervisor at Fox Metro Water
Reclamation District.

Sara Atwood received the Sylvanus Jackson
Scholarship which is an endowed scholarship available
to students at the Environmental Resources Training
Center (ERTC) at
Southern Illinois
University. Sara is
enjoying learning
about the water
and
wastewater
industry.

Jayleigh Peuster received the 2017 Clean Water
Award Senior Prize for his project entitled The Effect
of Biochar on the Phosphate Retention levels of Soil.
Jayleigh is very active in student council, Future
Farmers of America, science club, softball, Scholastic
Club and National Honors Society.
Ashritha Karuturi was the 2017 IWEA
Stockholm Junior Water Prize Representative for
her project, How Chemical Speciation of Tin and
Zinc Control their
Bio-uptake
by
Microorga nisms
t h r o u g h
Adsorption of Zinc
on Abrasives. She
attends
Illinois
Science & Math
Academy.

We also welcomed the new IWEA President, Kam Law,
pictured here with Past President Dan Collins and
there was plenty of time to dance the night away!

Teresa Dorado was the recipient of the 2018 Clean
Water Scholarship which is designed to aid students
preparing for careers working with the water
environment. Teresa is majoring in environmental
science with a minor in visual communications at
Loyola University Chicago.
Photos by Ted Denning
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From the Shed

By Dan Bounds and the Watershed Management Committee

Illinois MS4 Implementation Seminar
IWEA, along with American Society of Civil Engineers/
Environmental & Water Resources Institute and American
Public Works Association Suburban Branch hosted the
2018 Illinois Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4)
Implementation Seminar on Feb. 27 in Schaumburg.
Karen Katamay with Illinois Environmental Protection
Agency (IEPA) provided an MS4 permit regulatory
update. Dan Bounds from Baxter and Woodman gave an
overview of the 2017 MS4 Program audit results and tips
for developing an MS4 stormwater management program
plan. Mary Beth Falsey gave an update on DuPage County
Stormwater’s shared services program. Corey Van Dyk
from Baxter and Woodman provided implementation
case studies on monitoring and outfall screening, and
Nicole Roedl presented on Will County’s construction site
inspection management and tracking tools. Dan wrapped
up the seminar with an interactive discussion on the value of
commercial business inspections as part of an MS4 program.
The seminar was well attended, served both breakfast and
lunch, and provided ample time for attendees to share ideas
and approaches for MS4 program implementation.
IWPC Conference 2018 Watershed
Management Track
The Watershed Management Committee planned and
moderated the Watershed Management Track at the
2018 Illinois Water Professionals Conference (IWPC)
in Springfield.
Scott Twait with IEPA provided an Illinois water quality
standards update. Abel Haile and Chris Davis from IEPA
provided the Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Program
Status and Nonpoint Source Program updates. Brant
Fleming of the IEPA Permits Section, provided up-to-date
information on wastewater permit development, presented
by Dan Bounds, Abel Haile and Scott Twait.

ILLINOIS WATERSHED

TRIVIA!
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Dan continued with a presentation and discussion on Illinois
MS4 Permit Implementation. A chloride water quality
update was presented by Lindsay Birt of Huff and Huff. To
wrap up the track, Deanna Doohaluk of the Conservation
Foundation presented nutrient trading concept development
by the DuPage River Salt Creek Workgroup, followed by
open-forum discussion on trading in Illinois. Highlights
from the track’s presenters include:
• Time Limited Water Quality Standards (TLWQS) are
taking the place of variances.
• IEPA has an internal workgroup focused on nutrient
trading, which is a viable option in Illinois for point
source dischargers that may struggle to meet nutrient
limits.
• Ammonia standards will become much more stringent
in the near future. Ammonia limits will be based on pH
and temperature, and a site-specific monitoring study
will be allowed.
• Phosphorus limits have been finalized by IEPA, and
permit conditions are being drafted.
• New acute and chronic WQS for chloride have been
recommended by USEPA and are being evaluated for
Illinois.
• IEPA may be issuing private sewage disposal system
permits in the future, instead of USEPA.
• Nonpoint source runoff is a significant source of
pollutant loading to Illinois waters, and several programs
and funding sources are in place to help reduce it.

All presentation slides are available via the IWEA website
Past Conference Slides link:
www.iweasite.org/past_conference_slides.php

ALL ILLINOIS RIVER LOCKS AND DAMS ARE CLOSED TO VISITORS
FOR SECURITY REASONS, EXCEPT ONE. WHICH ONE?
(Answer on page 15)

Laboratory Committee On the Go at
IWPC 2018
By Keith Richard, Laboratory Committee Chair

The Laboratory Committee stayed very
busy during IWPC 2018 in Springfield.

Tiffany Poole, Mary Johnson, and Linda Verhulst
helping with the Operators Challenge Lab Event.

Monday afternoon the committee hosted
a Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD)
workshop. There were five different
stations teaching the various aspects of
the BOD test. A total of 16 wastewater
professionals attended the workshop, and
everyone that attended commented that
they learned something new. Tuesday
morning, the committee hosted the
Laboratory Track featuring five speakers
discussing various lab-related topics. The

presentations were well attended and full
of great information.
Tuesday afternoon the committee’s focus
shifted to the Operators Challenge which
included a Laboratory Event. The theme
of the event this year was wastewater
microbiology with two different tasks to
complete. The first task was to identify ten
wastewater microorganisms by matching
their names to printed photographs.
The second task was to perform a fecal
coliform/E. coli analysis using the IDEXX
Colilert 18 and Quanti-tray system.
Each participant prepared a quanti-tray
containing a “wastewater” sample and
then counted the number of positive
wells in a previously prepared tray to
determine the fecal coliform count. Then
they counted the same tray under a UV
light to determine the E. coli count. The
Laboratory Committee stayed very busy
during the conference but we enjoyed
every minute of it!

Mary Johnson discussing the BOD test
during the workshop.

Sonia O’Dell presenting about
cyanide analysis.
Photos from Keith Richard

Welcome New Members!
By Frederick Wu, Membership Committee Chair

FEBRUARY
Greg Cassaro
RRWD
Megan Miklosik
Fox Metro Water
Recl District, IL
Robert Nunoo
Karoline Qasem
Vivek Nayak
CMI Environment
America, Inc.
Ruixia Xu

Lisa McNames
City of Naperville
		

Matthew Buerger
Ranadeep Das
CMT

Mary Beth Falsey

Kim Iu
Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District

Jim Reader
Rock River Water
Reclamation District

Stephen Kaszonyi
MWRD

Rodney Worden
Lake County Public
Works Dept

MARCH

David Spelman
Bradley University
		

APRIL

Ashley Bernard
Rock River Water
Reclamation District

John Kochan Jr
Metropolitan Industries, Inc.

Bryan Miko
Advanced Drainage
Systems, Inc.

Peter Kolb
Applied Technologies, Inc.
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Plant Profile

By Dan Small, Plant Operations Committee Member

Location

Kankakee River Metropolitan Agency
Kankakee, Illinois
Executive Director

Richard Simms
Superintendent

Art Strother

Asst. Superintendent - O&M

Excess flow equalization basin
overflow & chlorine contact tank

Dustin Scheppler

Asst. Superintendent - Technical Services

Melanie Gossett

Lead O&M Specialist

Shaun Ownbey

Lead O&M Specialist

Jack Renchen

Overview of phased projects

Influent Flow
Design average

25 MGD

Design Maximum

45 MGD

Discharge Limits

Monthly Avg
(mg/L)

Daily Max
(mg/L)

CBOD5

20

40

TSS

25

45

pH

6 to 9 standard units

Fecal Coliform (May-Oct)
*- Monitor Only

Daily max not to exceed
400 per 100mL

The Kankakee River Metropolitan
Agency (KRMA) serves a regional
area with several communities,
including Kankakee, Bourbonnais,
Bradley and Aroma Park along with
approximately 31 industrial users.
KRMA’s facilities were originally
constructed in 1936 with upgrades
and modifications in the 1960s and
1980s.

In 1988, construction was completed
on a major capacity upgrade to serve the entire Kankakee
metropolitan area, which includes approximately two-thirds of
the county. Through an intergovernmental agreement in 1995,
KRMA was formed to manage the facilities through the KRMA
Board of Directors. KRMA is responsible only for the treatment
facilities and does not have jurisdiction over any of the member
communities’ collection systems. Because of the major industrial
contribution, the organic loading is over 40,000 pounds per day.
KRMA was recently featured in the April 2018 edition of TPO
magazine.
KRMA’s last significant
upgrade was in 1988.
Beginning in 2009 with a
pending NPDES permit
expiration (still pending),
KRMA faced unique
regulatory, financial, and
State-of-the-art anaerobic digestion facilities
operational
challenges
that required implementation of phased projects throughout the
entire facility. These projects allowed KRMA to improve energy
and operational efficiency. The projects were also a catalyst
for KRMA to make changes to its staff organization, make
budgetary modifications
to improve its financial
standing, and develop
and implement a new
asset management system
that is unique to KRMA.
Substantial improvements
to treatment, system
New disinfection building
automation, energy and
odor control were successfully implemented to meet KRMA’s
goals to continue evolving toward a sustainable, net-zero energy
facility that balances the needs of both the community and
the environment.
Continued On Page 9
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Continued From Page 8

Four project phases were recently completed.
• The first project included upgrades to the SCADA
system, replacement of influent screw pumps, new
high-efficiency blowers and control system for
the
activated sludge process, dissolved air flotation thickener
rehabilitation, new biogas conditioning systems, a new
biogas generator and a new emergency generator.
• The second project phase included complete replacement
of the anaerobic digestion system. Improvements
included a blended sludge/digester feed sludge tank
mixing system, digester feed pumps, new spiral guided
gas holder covers for secondary digesters, rehabilitation
of three existing floating primary digester covers, draft
tube mixing system, foam suppression system, digester
gas safety equipment and waste gas burner, boilers
and heat exchangers, and commissioning of the biogas
conditioning and cogeneration systems installed under
the previous project.
• The third project phase included additional three-pass
aeration tanks with anoxic zone mixers and nitrate
recycle pumps, and retrofitting the existing tanks to
enable similar operation, new post-aeration system,
new chlorine gas disinfection equipment and building,
new plant effluent and groundwater reuse system,
excess flow equalization basin improvements, excess
flow disinfection and return pumping station, and
remodeling of the administration building and
maintenance garage.
• The fourth project phase included significant hydraulic
improvements, adding a mechanically cleaned bar
screen, a screening conveyor, and a screenings wash
press, retrofitting the existing aerated grit removal to
a vortex-type grit removal system, installing new grit
pumping and washing systems, rebuilding and replacing
various pump motors, final clarifier improvements, and
remodeling the sludge thickening building.

process. This equipment can supply up to 30 percent of KRMA’s
daily electricity needs. During lower energy demand periods,
these two electricity sources can provide more than 100 percent
of the facility’s electricity demand. KRMA invested in state-ofthe-art 12.47 kV switch gear to properly manage these various
power sources.
KRMA has also implemented other financially viable and
sustainable options to produce residual energy benefits, such
as high-efficiency aeration equipment, energy efficient LED

Aeration tank upgrades included BNR modifications to allow KRMA
to meet future anticipated nutrient permit requirements.

lights, and new variable frequency drives on many of the
motors within the plant. In addition to electrical efficiency
improvements, the equipment also improved heat recovery
from the cogeneration engine and improved boiler efficiency
for heating the digesters and buildings.
KRMA continues to work towards changing the existing
public perception of wastewater facilities as odorous nuisances
that pollute waterways, into an understanding that modern
facilities can provide energy and resource recovery (a valuable
service to customers), while also being a good neighbor and
steward of the environment.
Photos from Strand Associates, Inc.

Economic sustainability and continuing to work toward a net
neutral energy usage facility are major goals for KRMA. The
City of Kankakee generates hydroelectricity from the Kankakee
River, providing up to 50 percent of KRMA’s daily electricity
needs. To improve the plant’s sustainability, cogeneration
equipment was upgraded to provide greater electricity
production from the biogas produced in the anaerobic digestion
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Delegates’ Corner
By Becky Rose, Delegate 2020

Not all innovations come from a research lab.
Sometimes, you need to tackle a persistent
problem using just what’s at hand and a big
shot of ingenuity. We are proud to partner with
the Water Environment Federation to recognize
our awesome operators and their ingenious
fixes. If you or someone you know has developed
an ingenious fix to problem at your facility,
enter the @weforg Operator Ingenuity Contest
www.weftec.org/ingenuity.
We want to recognize you!

Mark Your Calendar!
15th Annual IWEA
Golf Outing & After Party
Links at Carillon Golf Course,
Plainfield, Illinois
Thursday, June 7, 2018 10:00 AM

The 15th Annual IWEA Golf Outing will be held on
Thursday Jun. 7, 2018 at the Links at Carillon in Plainfield,
Illinois. Golfing will be followed by drinks, appetizers and
awards. This event is an excellent opportunity for members
to get together and for businesses to market their company
through hole sponsorship, interact with other professionals
and meet potential clients.

Proceeds contribute to the IWEA Scholarship and
Charitable Giving Fund.
If you have any questions on sponsorship opportunities
please contact John Lamb, IWEA Golf Committee Chair at
jlamb3858@ gmail.com.

Thanks to all of our Annual Golf Outing Sponsors!
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Photos by Ted Denning

Scholarships Announced and Baskets Won
at IWPC
By Paul Hurley, Scholarship and Charitable Giving Committee Chair

The winners of the 2017 IWEA Scholarship Contest were
announced at our Annual IWEA Awards Banquet.
The Clean Water Scholarship for college students was
awarded to Teresa Dorado, an environmental science major
at Loyola University Chicago. She will receive $1,000 to put
towards her tuition.
This was the second year for the Environmental Career
Scholarship for college-bound high school seniors. The
applicant pool for the Environmental Career Scholarship
was so large and competitive this year that the committee
decided to award two scholarships. The recipients, Jessica
Shen from Adlai E Stevenson High School and Jonathan
Kolweier from Hoffman Estates High School, will receive
$500 scholarships towards their college educations. The high
school science teachers who wrote Jessica and Jonathan’s
letters of recommendation were both invited to apply for
reimbursement grants for class projects. IWEA is funding
the purchase of an infrared camera for the Stevenson High
School AP Environmental class to conduct an energy audit,
and we are coordinating with Hoffman Estates High School to
reimburse part of a class field trip to Devil’s Lake, Wisconsin.

By reaching the next generation, these scholarships and
grants help to cultivate a lasting understanding of the
water environment and its delicate balance. The Basket
Raffle raised $2,785
this year for IWEA and
IAWPCO scholarships.
This is the primary
source of fundraising
for these scholarships
and grants, and it would
not be possible without
the sponsors and the
IWEA and IAWPCO
committees and leaders
who contributed baskets.

Jonathan Kolweier from Hoffman
Estates High School was one of
the winners of the Environmental
Career Scholarship.
Photo by Ted Denning

IWEA thanks our generous sponsors for donating gift baskets to the Scholarship Fundraiser.
Aquaflo Technologies, Inc.
Drydon Equipment
Eco Infrastructure Solutions

Electric Pump, Inc.
Flow-Technics, Inc.
Peterson and Matz, Inc.

Ray Lindsey Company
R.E. Pedrotti
Ressler & Associates, Inc.

Keep your eyes open for these upcoming events!
IWEA Calendar of Events
Date

Meeting/Activity

Location

June 7, 2018

IWEA 15th Annual Golf Outing

Links at Carillon

Sept. 11, 2018

Nutrient Removal & Recovery Seminar

Medinah Shriners

Sept. 29 - Oct. 3
2018

WEFTEC 2018

New Orleans Morial Convention Center
New Orleans, LA

Please see www.iweasite.org to register for events.
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Illinois Wastewater Professionals Conference
2018 Operators Challenge
By Greg Garbs, Plant Operations Committee

The Operators Challenge was conducted in the exhibit hall
on Tuesday, Apr. 17, 2018, during the annual conference.
The fun started at 1 p.m. and finished up around 4:30
p.m. The challenge consisted of four events: Maintenance,
Safety, Laboratory, and Operations. Judges were assigned
to the events along with strict judging criteria. The
equipment and supplies necessary for the events were
graciously supplied by participating vendors. Each event
was structured for learning and a bit of fun. Each of the
36 participants received a certificate of participation and
the winners of each event received an award plaque. Here
are the results and a recap of the challenge.
The Laboratory Event was a fecal coliform analysis
featuring the latest gadgets from IDEXX Laboratories.
The challengers were graded on two different problems.
The first was to set up a fecal coliform analysis using the
Colilert-18. The challenge was to calculate the colony
count as compared to the true value. After completing
the Colilert-18 challenge, the challengers proceeded to
the microscope to identify the “bugs”. The challengers
were judged on procedure and technique. The winners of
this event were Robert Bernard and Jeff Norton.
The Maintenance Event was the identification of pump
components and SCADA use. Tools and parts were
provided by Flowtechnics. The challengers were required
to identify parts of a pump. That was entertaining, as
some of the participants had never seen the actual insides
of a pump. The second part was to identify and record
data from an exquisite SCADA program devised by the
geniuses at Metropolitan Industries. It was very fun and
educational. The winners of the maintenance challenge
were Daniel Misko and Justin Pratt.
The Safety Event was to identify safety hazards,
precautions and what safety equipment would be
necessary to complete the task for four different scenarios
at the Pretend Wastewater Treatment Plant. Scenarios
included a flooded main pump station, a gas leak in the
high pressure boiler building, a clogged collection system

manhole and a waste-activated sludge spill with a nonfunctional sump pump. The winners of this event were
Daniel Misko and Dylan Cooney.
The Operations Event was a plant operator's worst
nightmare. The short quiz was developed by the
Environmental Resource Training Center (ERTC)
experts. The quiz had a few devious twists woven into the
questions. The winners of this event were Chris Schwert
and Bob Voss.
There were several trepid individuals that successfully
navigated all four of the challenges. Only one could
claim the title. The overall winner was Rachel Lee with a
combined score of 334 out of a total 400 possible.
Please remember these vendors and thank them for their
contributions to this successful event.
A special thanks to the Plant Operations Committee and
members of the Operators Challenge sub-committee
that assisted in preparation and execution of this event:
Lynn Kohlhaas, Lee Melcher, Greg Garbs, Don Bixby,
Craig Soling, Greg Pyles, Becky Rose, Sandra Matual,
Jim Winslade, Mary Johnson, Mike Carney, Rick Lallish,
Metropolitan Pump, Dan Small, and Wade Lagle.
Without everyone’s assistance, the Operators Challenge
could not have been a success.

The big overall winner of the Operators challenge was Rachel Lee (left)
pictured here with Lynn Kohlhaas
Photo by Ted Denning
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IWEA Represents at WEFMAX
By Fred Wu, First Vice President and Lee Melcher, Second Vice President

WEFMAX stands for WEF Member Association Exchange.
Each year, WEF plans four meetings throughout the country
to provide opportunities for leaders in member associations
such as IWEA to discuss issues and exchange ideas and
experiences affecting WEF and the member associations.
These meetings also provide opportunities for participants to
network and foster relationships to help bridge the boundaries
between member associations.
This year, WEF has held or will be holding meetings in:
• Indianapolis, Indiana from Mar. 14 – 16
• Little Rock, Arkansas from Apr. 11 – 13
• Girdwood, Alaska from May 9 – 11
• Wrightsville Beach, North Carolina from May 23 – 25
Two IWEA incoming board members, Fred Wu and Lee
Melcher, attended the meeting in Indianapolis along with 47
other members from 14 member associations.
One of the hot topics of discussion was on how to use
social media to promote your member association. This
presentation discussed the differences between social media
platforms, and which platforms may be best suited based on

Treasurer’s Report
By Lou Storino, Treasurer

All invoices are being paid in a timely fashion. All
reports have been filed with the IRS and State of Illinois
for the past fiscal year. The Treasurer is working on
preparing the 2018-2019 budget with input from all the
Committee Chairs.
The third quarter of the 2017-2018 fiscal year ended
on March 31, 2018. Third quarter ending balances are
presented.

a member association ranking of criteria. In the presentation,
LinkedIn and Twitter were identified as the preferred social
media platforms for Ohio WEA. The main takeaways were
that any activity on social media is better than no activity. If
a member association is going to be active on social media,
be consistent and post frequently. Fun and creative posts
usually get the most attention, views and activity. This year,
IWEA held a Twitter competition at the Illinois Wastewater
Professionals Conference which is just one example of how
fun and interesting activities can be incorporated into the
social media experience.
Another topic of discussion was how to address the aging
workforce and the declining interest in the wastewater
industry. Multiple presentations addressed this important
issue. The main takeaway is that member associations need
to be viewed as a resource to aide universities and regional
wastewater agencies and municipalities. They can help them
fill these mission-critical positions and train future operators.
IWEA Public Education and Student Affairs Committee is
currently exploring the creation of a Wastewater Operator
Primer that would be available on the website.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(as of 3/31/18)

Bank Accounts
Community Bank........................ $108,545.51
Scholarship Fund.......................... $ 10,757.67
Bank Accounts Sub Total ............$119,303.18
Asset Accounts
Asset Accounts
12 Month Reserve CD..................$ 12,572.98
24 Month Reserve CD.................. $ 13,250.94
12 Month Reserve CD.................. $ 10,273.86
12 Month Reserve CD.................. $ 10,031.72
24 Month Reserve CD.................. $ 10,538.45
24 Month Reserve CD..................$ 10,205.64
24 Month Reserve CD.................. $ 10,018.63
Asset Accounts Sub Total ...........$ 76,892.22
Total .......................................$ 196,195.40
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Capitol Currents
By Nathan Davis, Collection Systems Committee

State News
IL R10 General Permit for Stormwater from
Construction Activities.
The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA)
released a draft version of the updated General Permit ILR10
for public comment Feb. 13-Mar. 15. The public comment
period is now closed, and the final version of this permit is
not available as of the time of this article. The draft version
of the permit is still available for viewing on the IEPA public
notice website for anyone interested.
NPDES Permits for Major Discharges
The IEPA made a presentation at the Illinois Wastewater
Professionals Conference (IWPC) regarding the status
of National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) permits in Illinois. There is a significant backlog
of NPDES permits for major dischargers pending renewal
in Illinois due to uncertainty in the permitting of nutrients.
Negotiations between permit holders, non-governmental
organizations, and the IEPA have been ongoing and are
near conclusion. Although some details are still being

settled, IEPA is optimistic they will be able to start drafting
permits yet this spring. These permits are expected to
contain timelines for the planning and implementation of
eventual phosphorus limits. The entire presentation (with
more details on the possible permit requirements) along
with all the presentations from the IWPC conference can
be viewed on the IWEA website.
Federal News
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA)
announced the start of a new Blending Rulemaking on Apr.
17. USEPA did not release many details on what the rule
will entail, but this will be a subject to watch in this state.
Illinois has long established guidelines for the permitting of
wet weather treatment facilities at treatment plants. USEPA
has tried to draft rules in the past that would have regulated
these facilities along with true untreated blending situations.
Therefore, this new rule-making may have the potential to
affect several communities within Illinois depending upon
the scope and direction it takes.

Marketing Committee Currently Seeking Vice Chair
By Cheryl Kunz, IWEA President Elect

Welcome, Monica Gunderson, to the
new role of Marketing Committee
Chair! Monica has been Vice Chair
of the committee since 2015 and has
been instrumental in developing
IWEA’s marketing pieces and
projects related to the annual IWPC
conference. Monica currently works
Monica Gunderson
as Senior Marketing Specialist for
Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. in Rockford, IL.

We are now seeking a replacement for Monica's
position as Vice Chair of Marketing which involves
assisting the Marketing Chair as needed on projects
such as the development of brochures, advertising,
videos, computer presentations, direct mail pieces and
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tradeshow graphics as well as publicity efforts such as
press releases and media communications. The Vice
Chair of Marketing also assists with the coordination
and development of all marketing materials required
for the Annual Conference including the conference
program, banquet programs, posters and flyers.
For more information, please contact Monica at
mgunderson@aqua-aerobic.com or (815) 639-4511.
The IWEA Marketing Committee is responsible for
upholding the professional image of the organization
though the development of marketing and promotional
materials that support IWEA initiatives and strengthen the
IWEA brand.

2018-2019 Executive Committee
Illinois Water Environment Association Executive Board
Member/Position

Affiliation/Address

Telephone/Email

Kam Law

Greeley and Hansen, LLC
100 S Wacker Drive, Suite 1400
Chicago, IL 60606

(312) 578-2345
kplaw@greeley-hansen.com

Cheryl Kunz

Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc.
6306 N. Alpine Road
Loves Park, IL 61111

(815) 639-4582
ckunz@aqua-aerobic.com

Frederick Wu

MWRDGC
111 East Erie St.
Chicago, IL 60610

(312) 751-4025
frederick.wu@mwrd.org

Lee Melcher

Greeley and Hansen, LLC
100 South Wacker Drive, Suite 1400
Chicago, IL 60606

(312) 578-2463
(312) 448-1139 Cell
lmelcher@greeley-hansen.com

Mary Johnson

Rock River Water Reclamation
P.O. Box 7480
Rockford, IL 61126-7480

(815) 387-7523
(815) 387-7526 Fax
mjohnson@rrwrd.dst.il.us

Lou Storino

MWRDGC
550 South Meacham Road
Schaumburg, IL 60193

(312) 751-3167
louis.storino@mwrd.org

Debra Ness

City of Ottawa Public Works
828 East Norris Drive
Ottawa, IL 61350

(847) 584-5605
rebecca.rose@mwrd.org

Rebecca Rose

MWRDGC
550 South Meacham Road
Schaumburg, IL 60193

(847) 584-5605
rebecca.rose@mwrd.org

Mark Termini

Village of Addison (retired)
1338 West Holtz Avenue
Addison, IL 60101

(630) 628-0502
mark.termini@att.net

Laurie Frieders

Glenbard Wastewater Authority
21W551 Bemis Road
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137

(630) 391-2169
ExecMgr@iweasite.org

President

President Elect

First Vice President

Second Vice President

Corporate Secretary

Treasurer

Delegate 2019

Delegate 2020

Past President

Executive Director

TRIVIA

ANSWER!

Answer: The Starved Rock Lock and Dam. The Starved Rock Visitors Center offers views of the
operation and an excellent interpretation of the entire Illinois River system.
www.starvedrockstatepark.org/start/the-visitor-center/
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
FOR THE IWPC CONFERENCE!
April 16-18, 2018
Springfield, IL

Lake Sponsors

River Sponsors

World Water Sponsor

Partners In
Resource Recovery
Stream Sponsors

FOLLOW IWEA ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
You can now follow us on Twitter, LinkedIn and Instagram!
See you in cyberspace!

